
 
 

TITLE IV-A SAFE AND HEALTHY STUDENTS- STRONGER CONNECTIONS GRANT 
SEEKING PUBLIC COMMENT 

Through the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA) of June 2022, the Montana Office of Public 
Instruction was awarded $4.8 million in additional funding for Title IV, Part A of the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). This one-time funding is in addition to the Title IV, Part A funding already allocated 
to the Montana OPI and 95% of these funds will be made available to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) 
through a competitive subgrant application. We anticipate the competitive subgrant application to open 
in the spring of 2023 for program activities to be implemented in the 2023-25 school years.  

Through a “Dear Colleague” letter dated September 15, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) 
announced this new Stronger Connections Grant (SCG) program is encouraging States to prioritize funds 
for LEA applicants that demonstrate a strong commitment to the following: 

• Implementing comprehensive, evidence-based strategies that meet each student’s social, 
emotional, physical, and mental well-being needs; create positive, inclusive, and supportive 
school environments; and increase access to place-based interventions and services. 

• Engaging students, families, educators, staff, and community organizations in the selection and 
implementation of strategies and interventions to create safe, inclusive and supportive learning 
environments. 

• Designing and implementing policies and practices that advance equity and are responsive to 
underserved students, protect student rights, and demonstrate respect for student dignity and 
potential. 

The BSCA bill language includes a requirement for states to distribute funds on a competitive basis to 
“high need” LEAs to implement allowable Title IV, Part A activities aligned with the Safe and Healthy 
Students program purpose. A DRAFT of the Montana Stronger Connections Competitive Subgrant 
Process for review is linked here.  
  
We are also seeking public comment on what criteria Montana will use to determine “high need.”  

The Montana OPI proposes the following criteria for defining “high need” based on ED Guidance:  
o LEAs with high rates of poverty (40 % or more)  AND 
o One or more of the following characteristics:  

(1) a high student-to-mental health professional ratio;  
(2) high rates of chronic absenteeism, exclusionary discipline, referrals to the 

juvenile justice system, bullying/harassment, community and school violence, or 
substance abuse; or  

(3) where students recently experienced a natural disaster or traumatic event. 
 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMDcuNjQ4NDE0MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb25ncmVzcy5nb3YvYmlsbC8xMTd0aC1jb25ncmVzcy9zZW5hdGUtYmlsbC8yOTM4L3RleHQ_cj01JnM9MSJ9.7Y5QWFTvR4nv71VNidhgrDdupbcK4qcxL0Q3YDM3wps/s/1079273992/br/145451537423-l__;!!GaaboA!qI_9nlAu3IA-6D43Lz_uhwgGy6kC_nYfYAps_eOdZU9Q43lavlqmgG8ADQWQ45pNhzo1oQFWos7kNo0VzxrboUUvy78b$
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Title-Other-Federal-Programs/Title-IV-Part-A-Student-Support-Academic-Enrichment
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMDcuNjQ4NDE0MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL29lc2UuZWQuZ292L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjIvMDkvQlNDQS1TdHJvbmdlci1Db25uZWN0aW9ucy1EQ0xfOS4xMl9zaWduZWQucGRmIn0.kKLcoE2w7v5czJAyd525qoQxW8lFSLdPB8BvHg4gsGA/s/1079273992/br/145451537423-l__;!!GaaboA!qI_9nlAu3IA-6D43Lz_uhwgGy6kC_nYfYAps_eOdZU9Q43lavlqmgG8ADQWQ45pNhzo1oQFWos7kNo0VzxrboU-V3wB7$
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Title%20IV%20Part%20A%20SSAE/Stronger%20Connections%20Grant/Stronger%20Connections%20Proposed%20Grant%20Application%20Process.pdf?ver=2022-10-26-145026-843
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Title%20IV%20Part%20A%20SSAE/Stronger%20Connections%20Grant/Stronger%20Connections%20Proposed%20Grant%20Application%20Process.pdf?ver=2022-10-26-145026-843


 
 
There are multiple opportunities listed below to provide public comment on the Montana “high need” 
criteria and to provide input on the DRAFT Montana SCG competitive subgrant process. 
  

1. Please join us for one of the following Zoom Public Comment Session sessions to provide 
feedback:  

a. November 3 @ 1:00-1:30 pm 
b. November 9 @ 4:00-4:30 pm 
c. November 10 @ 10:00-10:30 am 

Zoom Link to Public Comment Sessions 
Zoom Meeting ID: 860 8283 6074 
Passcode: 608466 

 
2. Complete this form to submit feedback no later than November 15, 2022.  
3. Send comments via email to: OPIStrongerConnections@mt.gov no later than November 15, 

2022. 
 

https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Title%20IV%20Part%20A%20SSAE/Stronger%20Connections%20Grant/Stronger%20Connections%20Proposed%20Grant%20Application%20Process.pdf?ver=2022-10-26-145026-843
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/86082836074?pwd=UW1xZ1crUE9URHdNSHdJUG9wMzNodz09
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mEypBw_zu0q9ftY_hyDcAmhqFeLU99VHhpLU4S4F77JUNko1VzlXR1c4VVNKR0UxODZEN0xFSjNVUS4u
mailto:OPIStrongerConnections@mt.gov

