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ZOOM MEETING FEATURES

❑Mute your mic when it is not in use.

❑Share your video if possible.

❑Clearly name yourself as a participant.

❑Use the chat to introduce yourself and 
engage with your peers.



AGENDA
● Requirements for EL Identification

● Montana’s EL Identification Process  

● Best Practices for Exiting Students from EL Status

● ACCESS for ELLs Assessment basics

● Educator Resources   

● Learning Lab: Setting Up Screening



LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act (1964) and the Equal 
Educational Opportunities Act (1974), public schools much 
ensure that English learner students can participate 
meaningfully and equally in educational programs.

“There is no equality of treatment merely by providing students with the 
same facilities, textbooks, teachers, and curriculum; for students who do 
not understand English are effectively foreclosed from any meaningful 
education.”
  -Supreme Court Ruling, Lau v. Nichols (1974)



LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

ESSA 1111(b)(2)(G)(i)

Each State plan shall demonstrate that local educational 
agencies in the State will provide for an annual 
assessment of English proficiency of all English learners 
in the schools served by the State educational agency.



WHO ARE ENGLISH LEARNERS?

Students whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding 
the English language may be sufficient to deny them:

the ability to meet the 
challenging State 

academic standards,

the ability to 
successfully achieve in 
classrooms where the 
language of instruction 

is English, or

the opportunity to 
participate fully in 

society.

See ESSA Section 8101(20)



MONTANA’S ENGLISH LEARNERS
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❖ American Indian children who are impacted by the heritage
language of their family and/or community, such as
Apsáalooke (Crow), Piikani (Blackfeet), or
Tsėhésenėstsestȯtse (Cheyenne).

❖ Hutterite children who learn German as their first language.
❖ American-born children of immigrants who learn their native

language in the home from their parents or guardians.
❖ Children who come to the United States with their parents or

alone (e.g. as immigrants, exchange students, migrant
workers, or refugees).

❖ Children who are adopted internationally by American
parents.



WHY IDENTIFY ELS?
Access to language education is a civil rights issue.

Educators prepare students for life beyond the classroom.
Students have a stake in their communities and society more 

broadly.

Language 🡺🡺  Knowledge 🡺🡺  Power

Properly identifying ELs is crucial for providing them with the 
best education possible – to prepare them for life as informed 

decision-makers in their communities.



EL IDENTIFICATION PROCESS

Identify a 
Potential EL

(Home language 
survey)

Screen using an 
approved 

assessment

Determine and 
document EL 

status
(AIM)

Provide services 
and assess 

annual progress



❖ Home Language Survey (HLS) is given to all 
students who enroll in the district.

❖ MUST SCREEN with an APPROVED WIDA English 
Language Proficiency Assessment.

❖ Identification must be based on Montana’s 
proficiency criteria.

NON-NEGOTIABLES



Non-Example
“We did not use the 
screener because 
the parents don’t 
speak English at 
home.”

What to do instead
Districts are legally required to 
identify using an approved 
screener.  
Identifying that a language other than 
English is spoken in the home is only 
the first step.

Now the student needs to be 
screened with one of the approved 
WIDA screeners.

NON-EXAMPLE 1



Non-Example
“The students enter 
speaking German; 
they’re easy to 
identify.”

What to do instead
Students who come from a setting 
where there is a community-wide 
impact from a language other than 
English are not exempt from taking an 
approved screener as part of the 
identification process.

Screening is a legal requirement for 
all districts and all students who 
may be ELs.

NON-EXAMPLE 2



This is the ONLY APPROVED Home 
Language Survey

Translated forms can be obtained through 
TransACT.

Language of Impact: A language that 
plays a significant role in the family or 
community and which may influence a 
student’s academic English development.
This is not the same as Home Primary 
Language.

https://montana-opi.parentnotices.com/transact/staff-documents/12050/document-template/62701?collectionScope=state&billerId=10066


TRANSACT ACCESS
https://montana-opi.parentnotices.com/login
 
click on Create an acct
If you aren’t able to “create” an account, please call TransACT to set one up.  It is super easy!
Questions? Contact TransACT
 Customer Care at support@transact.com or (425) 977-2100, Option 3

If you forget how to get to TransACT…OPI Title I page
Once you are in TransACT, you will go to:
 --State Notices
 --Home Language Survey
 --Download Fillable Form, you can print in several languages

This is the ONLY APPROVED Home Language Survey

https://montana-opi.parentnotices.com/login


Approved Screening Tools:

Resources Provided by OPI 
(No Cost to District)

WIDA 
Screener 

Online

WIDA 
Screener for 
Kindergarten

Other Approved Options
(Cost to District)

WIDA Paper 
Screener

Kindergarten 
MODEL



WIDA SCREENER FOR KINDERGARTEN

❖ Screens four domains

(Only two for new kindergartners)

❖ Can take up to 40 minutes total

❖ For students in K-1

❖ Administered one-on-one and

entirely on paper

❖ All responses must be scored

locally by a certified scorer



WIDA SCREENER FOR KINDERGARTEN



WIDA SCREENER ONLINE

❖ Screens four domains

❖ Can take up to 80 minutes total

❖ For students in grades 1-12

❖ Writing portion is done on paper 

for grades 1-3; may be done for 

select students in grades 4-12

❖ Speaking and writing portions are 

scored locally by a certified scorer



WIDA SCREENER ONLINE



TEST ADMINISTRATOR CERTIFICATION

https://portal.wida.us/


TEST ADMINISTRATOR CERTIFICATION



TEST ADMINISTRATOR CERTIFICATION



MARKING ELS IN AIM



EL IDENTIFICATION REMINDERS

Screen new students 
w/in 30 days

A placement letter 
must be sent home 
within the first 30 

days

Request EL records 
and ACCESS scores 
for transfer students

ALL EL students 
should be marked in 

AIM (Infinite Campus) 
with primary home 

language and 
language of impact



ACCESS for ELLs: The Basics



ACCESS for ELLs Assessment

District-Level Student 
Information System 

(SIS)
● Infinite Campus
● PowerSchool
● Other

State-Level Student 
Database  (AIM)

WIDA Assessment 
Management 

System



KEY DATES AND DEADLINES
❖October 13, 2023
Verify that all active English Learners are marked in AIM/Infinite Campus for the 
initial student upload. 
❖Students in this upload will automatically receive needed testing materials. 

❖December 4, 2023
Ensure that late enrollments (e.g., new students) and EL placements are 
entered in AIM/Infinite Campus.

❖December 4, 2023 – February 23, 2024
ACCESS for ELLs Testing Window
❖Review rosters in WIDA AMS and place additional material orders.
❖Review TA certifications in the WIDA Secure Portal. 



QUESTIONS?

LEARNING LAB

Setting up the WIDA Screener
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