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Virtual Zoom Basics

❑Mute your mic when it is not in use. 

❑Share your video.

❑Clearly name yourself as a participant.

❑Use the chat to introduce yourself, ask 
questions, and engage with your peers.
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Objectives

1. Wind down and wrap up the 
2023-2024 assessment 
activities.

1. Preview and plan for 2024-
2025 Statewide Assessments

1. Engage is statewide 
assessment supports

1. Take steps early to ensure 
smooth MAST administration 

Learning Lab: Entering non-
participation in the MontCAS 
Application. 
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OBJECTIVE 1

Wind down and wrap-up 2023-2024 statewide 
assessment activities:
● Assessment Purpose
● Additional Reporting 
● Completion Rates
● Reporting Timelines



ESEA-ESSA 
Requirements

Testing:                       
All Students

Accountability:          
*95 Percent Rule

Reporting:            
*Academic 

Achievement 
Indicator Results

Use and Purpose of State Assessments
How are these data used?

5ESEA Section 1111(b) ESEA Section 1111(c) ESEA Section 1111(h)

❏ State testing - measure student proficiency and progress on state content standards over time and help Montana 
monitor and address educational needs.

❏ Accountability - help the public understand individual school performances and measure inequities across 
schools, so all students have opportunities to access high-quality education.

❏ Reporting - provide timely and transparent information to the public and families on achievement to support 
education information processes at the local and state levels.



MontCAS 
Application 
Schedule -
Non-Participation

Link: MontCAS Application Test 
Security Collection Schedule

School Districts Must Report Any 
Test Incidents and Non-
Participation Reports No Later than 
June 17, 2024
This ensures a timely state-level 
results release for the public to see 
how schools are performing over time 
and compared to other schools in 
Montana (see Montana’s longitudinal 
data warehouse (GEMS)).
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Deadline June 17, 2024
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https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS_Test_Security_Collection_Schedule.pdf?ver=2021-07-29-150918-640
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS_Test_Security_Collection_Schedule.pdf?ver=2021-07-29-150918-640
http://gems.opi.mt.gov
http://gems.opi.mt.gov
http://gems.opi.mt.gov


• What to report: 
– non-participation due to medical reasons
– non-participation due to extenuating 

circumstances (e.g. death in the family) 

• Non-participation due to non-approved 
reasons are assigned a score of “Novice” and 
designated as a non-participant for 
accountability purposes
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Reporting Non-Participation 



• Any test security incidents should be 
reported immediately to the OPI. 

• All test security incidents must be reported 
to OPI through the MontCAS Application by 
June 17.
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Reporting Testing Incidents



Students started: 
36,425

Students completed:
36,402

About 99% of all students registered for the test have 
completed it.

Smarter Balanced
Summative Test Completions 
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Data accurate as of 6/02/2024

The Smarter Balanced assessment is intended for general population students in math 
and reading/language arts (ELA) for academic achievement reporting in Grades 3–8. 

Q: When will I be able to 
access my MSA scores from 
Spring 2024?

A: Scores are accessible two 
weeks (10 business days) after 
tests are completed. 



The Montana Science Assessment (MSA) is intended for general population students in science 
for academic achievement reporting in Grades 5 and 8.

General Science 
Summative Test Completions 

10Data accurate as of 6/02/2024 Note: some data may not sum to totals due to rounding rules and estimations.

Students registered:
22,463

Students tested: 
21,966

About 97% of all students 
registered for the test have 
completed it.

Q: When will I be able to access 
my MSA scores from Spring 
2024?
A: Scores are accessible two weeks 
(10 business days) after tests are 
completed. 



Alternate Math and ELA 
Summative Test Completions 
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The Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) is the alternate math and reading/language 
arts (ELA) assessment for academic achievement reporting in Grades 3–8 and 11 for 
Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities (SwSCD). 

Data accurate as of 05/30/2024.Total Available Tests = 1768. Note: each student must complete 2 tests (i.e., ELA and 
Math). Note: some data may not sum to totals due to rounding rules and estimations.

Students registered: 832

Students tested:        787

About 95% of all students
registered for the test
completed it.

Note: Montana must also adhere to 
the 1.0 percent student cap for the 
total student population identified as 
eligible to participate in the alternate 
assessment(s) (see ESEA-ESSA 
Section 1111(b)(2)(D)). 



Alternate Science 
Summative Test Completions

12Data accurate as of 05/30/2024. Note: some data may not sum to totals due to rounding rules and estimations.

The Alternate Montana Science Assessment (AMSA) is the alternate science assessment 
for academic achievement reporting in Grades 5, 8, and 11 for Students with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities (SwSCD). 

Students registered: 
334

Students tested: 
295

About 88% of all students 
registered for the test have 
completed it.

Note: Montana must also adhere to 
the 1.0 percent student cap for the 
total student population identified as 
eligible to participate in the alternate 
assessment(s) (see ESEA-ESSA 
Section 1111(b)(2)(D)). 



ACCESS for ELLs 
Test Completions
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Data accurate as of 05/30/2024.Total Available Tests = 15232. Note: each student must complete 4 content areas (i.e., Writing 
and Speaking). Note: some data may not sum to totals due to rounding rules and estimations.

The ACCESS for ELLs and WIDA Screener is the English Language Proficiency 
assessment for academic achievement reporting for English Learners (ELs) in Grades K-
12. 

Students registered: 
3808

Students tested: 
3078

About 81% of all students 
registered for the test have 
completed it.



Data accurate as of 5/29/2024. Note: Final counts will not be available until late June. Note: some data may not sum to 
totals due to rounding rules and estimations.

ACT with Writing
Summative Testing Completions 

14

The ACT assessment is intended for general population students in math, 
reading/language arts (ELA), and science for academic achievement reporting in Grade 11. 

Students registered: 
10,965

Student tests processed:
10,029

About 91% of all students 
registered for the test have 
scored tests.

Note: ACT continues to 
score tests.



MAST Completion Through 
Year
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SY23-24 marked the end of the second year of the MAST Through-Year Pilot. MAST will 
operationalize as the statewide assessment for general population students in math and 
reading/language arts (ELA) for academic achievement reporting in Grades 3–8 in SY24-25. 

About 93.3% of all through-
year students assigned 
MAST testlets have 
completed.

Q: When will I be able to 
access my MAST scores?
A: During MAST Pilot, scores 
were accessible two weeks 
(10 business days) after test 
window closes. Next year’s 
operational score reports will 
be available within week. 



Reporting Timelines 
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ACCESS for 
ELLs

Multi-State 
Alternate

Alternate 
Science

Science Smarter 
Balanced

ACT with 
Writing

Grades 
Tested

Grades K–12 Grades 3–8, 11 Grades 5, 8, 11 Grades 5, 8 Grades 3–8 Grade 11

SY2023
Test 

Window

Dec 5 – Feb 24 Mar 13 – Apr 28 Mar 13 – Apr 28 Mar 6 – May 26 Mar 6 – May 28 Date 1: Mar 28
Date 2: Apr 11
Date 3: Apr 25

Anticipated 
District/ 
Student 
Access

Online: April 28
Printed: May 10

July 17-
September 8

2 weeks 
after 

submission

2 weeks 
after 

submission

2 weeks 
after 

submission

Online: 
5-8 Weeks

Paper: 
5-8 Weeks

Anticipated 
State 

Access

Received Early July 2023 Early July 2023 Early July 2023 Early July 2023 Early July 2023
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OBJECTIVE 2

Preview and plan for 2024-2025 Statewide 
Assessments: 
● Testing Windows
● MAST Testing Cycle & Rollout 
● NAEP Overview 



2024-2025 Test Windows 
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MAST Window Overview 
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MAST Window Overview 
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MAST Window Overview 
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MAST Rollout Timeline 
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NAEP 2025 Program 
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NAEP is Hiring 

NAEP is collecting contact information of interested individuals at https://www.workNAEP.com.  For more 
information, visit NAEP is hiring or contact me.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/workNAEP
https://www.worknaep.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XlxcZZBlsUkDst1kVT7UsWIitGGEnPNh/view?usp=sharing
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OBJECTIVE 3

Engage is statewide assessment supports through 
the summer and into the 2024-2025 school year
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MAST Resources
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MAST-Specific Support 
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MAST-Specific Support 
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MAST-Specific Support 
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2024-2025 Assessment 
Support Structure 
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OBJECTIVE 4

Take steps early to ensure smooth MAST 
administration starting in October 2024: 
● Curriculum Alignment
● Adding Users
● Updating IEP Accommodations 
● Testing Plans  
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MAST Curriculum Alignment
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MAST Curriculum Alignment
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MAST Curriculum Alignment
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MAST: Tasks Leading Up to Administration



• Test Administration Plan
• Test Accessibility Plan
• Test Security Plan
• Data Use Plan
• Test Training Plan
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Testing Plans 

Deadline: October 11, 
2024
(prior to first statewide 
assessment administration)

MontCAS Application
● Test Security Agreement
● Required Records Tracking (district test security 

assurances)
Deadline: October 11, 2024

*Checklists have been updated to transition over to MAST.



Due June 30

Up to 12 renewal units for completion 
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STC Debrief Survey 
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One session evaluation for 1-hour of 
training = 1 renewal unit.

Indicate your feedback using a scale 
from 1-5. 

1. Objectives and outcomes were clear. 
2. Technology features appropriate to 

accomplish the goals.
3. Session objectives met and the content was 

useful.
4. Clear how to apply the session content to 

STC Role. 
5. Opportunities for participants to interact and 

engage in the learning. 
6. Overall satisfaction with session.

Professional Development Unit and 
Evaluation Form



Questions?
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We are here to help. Contact us.

OPI Assessment Help Desk at 1.844.867.2569 or e-mail 
at OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov.  

39

mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov


40

Learning Lab 

MontCAS Application
● Submitting Non-Participation Request 
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