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Recording Disclaimer

• The webinar will be 
recorded. 

• We will post the recording 
on the OPI Assessment 
YouTube channel. 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgsWd6zUIKofEjL7J6zN3Zg?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgsWd6zUIKofEjL7J6zN3Zg?sub_confirmation=1


Virtual Zoom Basics

❑Mute your mic when it is 
not in use.

❑Share your video if 
possible.

❑Clearly name yourself as a 
participant.

❑Use the chat to introduce 
yourself and engage with 
your peers.
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• Alternate Eligibility Criteria Guidelines

• Upload Process & Student Test Settings

• Practice Tests 

• Early Stopping Rule (ESR) & Applicability 

• Testing Portals
– MSAA
– AMSA

Session Objectives
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Section 1

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Guidelines 



• The OPI has constructed a set 
of guidelines for guidance on 
making decisions regarding 
students and alternate (alt) 
assessments. 

Link Below: 
Alternate Assessment Eligibility 

Guidelines (OPI) Workbook

Eligibility Criteria #1
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https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Alternate%20Assessment%20Eligibility%20Guidelines.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Alternate%20Assessment%20Eligibility%20Guidelines.pdf


Criteria for Participation #1
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01

02

03

04
1. Student has a 

significant disability. 

2. Student has an active 
IEP and receives 

services under the 
Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA).

4. Student requires direct 
and extensive instruction 
to acquire, maintain, 
generalize, and transfer 
new skills. 

3. Student demonstrates 
cognitive abilities and 
adaptive behavior 
required for adjustments 
to the general curriculum 
(modifications). 



Determining Eligibility #1
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With all of these conditions met, the 
student may participate in the Alternate 

Assessments through the qualifying 
pieces. 

Decision Points
• IEP Teams

• Determine eligibility for 
alternate assessments 

• Follow the Alternate 
Assessment Eligibility Criteria 
Worksheet to help guide in 
decision-making as well. 

2. Would the student be 
appropriately challenged by 
the goals and instruction 
linked to the enrolled grade-
level state standards 
knowledge and skills? 

Answer = Yes 

1. Do the student records 
indicate a disability or 
multiple disabilities that 
most significantly impact 
intellectual function and 
adaptive behavior?

Answer = Yes 

3a) Does the student 
require extensive, repeated, 
individualized instruction 
and support that is not of a 
temporary or transient 
nature?

Answer = Yes 

3b) Does the student use 
substantially adapted 
materials with 
individualized methods of 
accessing information in 
alternate ways to acquire, 
maintain, generalize, 
demonstrate, and transfer 
skills across academic 
content? Answer = Yes 

https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Appendix%20A_Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Form_3.14.2022.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Appendix%20A_Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Form_3.14.2022.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Appendix%20A_Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Form_3.14.2022.pdf


The following are not appropriate decision points to consider eligibility: 

Non-Examples #1

• A disability category or label
• Poor attendance or extended 

absences
• Social/cultural or economic 

difference
• Expected poor performance on the 

general education test
• Academic and other services the 

student receives
• Educational environment or 

instructional setting
• Percent of time receiving special 

education services

• English Learner (EL) status
• Low reading level/achievement 

level
• Anticipated disruptive behavior
• Impact of test scores on 

accountability system
• Administrator decision
• Need for accommodations (e.g. 

assistive technology/AAC) to 
participate in assessments

8
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Section 2

Upload Process and Student Test Settings 



Mark alternate students 
within the districts Student 
Information System (SIS) as 
qualifying for an alternate 
assessment.
• Check the Alternate Flag 

in Infinite 
Campus/Powerschool.

Local Reporting #2
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MSAA Student Uploads #2

Do NOT upload students at the local level 
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MSAA - Tiered Approach 

The MSAA test is a multi-
staged blueprint.Test Design 

Features

Accessibility features are 
available to any student who 
benefits from such
• Computer, laptop, or tablet
• Paper test

Any accommodations must be 
included in the IEP. 

#2
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MSAA – Test Settings #2
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Accommodations 03
● Assistive Technology
● Paper Versions
● Scribe Actions 
● Sign Language 

Accessibility 
Features 

02
● Embedded: Answer Masking Tool, Line Reader Tool, Alternate Color Theme 

Tool, Audio Player Tool, Alternative Text, Increase Volume, Magnifying tool, 
Increase/Decrease Sizes of text and graphics. 

● Non-Embedded: Read Aloud by TA, Manipulatives for Mathematics, Tactile 
Graphics, Magnification, Size of Text, Graphics-Paper based, Tactile Symbols -
Paper based, Object Replacement. 

Test Design 
Features
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● 3 tiers of item complexity 
● Stage Adapted Design
● 1:1 Administration
● Read Aloud and Scripted directions by TA
● Graphic Supports 
● Modeling
● Simplified and Prioritized Content 
● Real-Life Connections 
● Decreased Item Options 



AMSA Student Uploads  #2
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1 2 3

TIDE Uploads Overview 

Tide is ONLY AS ACCURATE as what is 
entered into the district-level SIS. 

https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/montana/pdf/tide-opi-upload-schedule.pdf


Some test settings are transferred from AIM and districts should audit 
accuracy of settings. 

AMSA - Test Settings #2
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AMSA - Test Settings

Accessibility Features

Audio Playback
Breaks

Expandable Passages and 
Stimuli

Expandable Items
Highlight text
Magnification

Masking
No Response
Noise Buffers

Timing or Scheduling
Translated Test Directions

Separate Setting
Zoom

Accommodations

Alternate Response Options
Read Aloud

Scribe
Sign Language

IEP or 504 Required

Available to All 
Students

#2
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Section 3

Practice Tests and Resources 



Sample items with Teacher Guides
– Practice Test
– Designed to be used as a formative resource

MSAA - Resources #3
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MSAA - Resources
• Sample items and an accompanying Teacher Guide
• Best practices videos 

#3
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MSAA - Resources

• TIES Center | Educator, Family, School Supports

#3
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AMSA - Resources #3
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Section 4: Learning Lab

Early Stopping Rule: Use & Application

Alternate Assessment 
Eligibility Guidelines

https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Alternate%20Assessment%20Eligibility%20Guidelines.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Alternate%20Assessment%20Eligibility%20Guidelines.pdf


Student Response Protocol

MontCAS Protocol #4
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• The lack of an observable response mode is the only 
reason the Early Stepping Rule (ESR) can be applied. 

• The Early Stopping Rule cannot be applied based on a 
student’s behavior, stamina, knowledge of the content, 
frustration level, or refusal to participate in the test. 

ESR Reminders #4

24



The Student Response 
Check (SRC) 
Flowchart: 

When to Apply the 
ESR

MSAA - Process #4
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The Early Stopping Rule cannot be applied with the 
following conditions: 
• If the student responds to one of the first four items or if 

the student provides a response in any other content 
areas, 

• If the test status for all content is not started, or
• If any other items are administered after the first four. 

MSAA - Process #4
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Note: By reviewing the two criteria 
listed and checking the box, the 
STC confirms that the Student 
Response Check was conducted 
correctly. 

If the SRC was not conducted 
correctly and the Early Stopping 
Rule is applied incorrectly, this 
is considered a Test Irregularity 
and must be reported in the 
MontCAS Application. 

MSAA - Process #4

27



Early Stopping Rule (ESR) for AMSA:
The ESR will be instituted if:
1. No visible response during the SRC
2. No response on the first 4 test items
3. “No Response” option selected by TA for first 4 test 

items
4. TA confirms student was provided with appropriate 

communication, accessibility supports, and given 
sufficient response time

AMSA - Process #4
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AMSA - Process #4
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We are here to help. Contact us.

OPI Assessment Help Desk 
Phone: 1.844.867.2569 

E-mail: OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

Questions?

30
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