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• This session is being recorded

• We will post recordings of the 
sessions to the STC Workshop 
website for you to access at future 
date.

• We will also post them on the OPI 
Assessment YouTube channel.

Recording Disclaimer

https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/2023-2024-stc-workshop-series/Assist2021
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/2023-2024-stc-workshop-series/Assist2021
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgsWd6zUIKofEjL7J6zN3Zg?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgsWd6zUIKofEjL7J6zN3Zg?sub_confirmation=1


Agenda
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Assessments
Schedules and 

pre-assessment 
tasks

Verifying Student 
Data and 

Participation

Notifying Parents Monitoring Test 
Completion



Reflection
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2023-2024 Assessments



Smarter Balanced and Montana Science Overview
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TEST NAME Smarter Balanced Montana Science

Subjects ELA/Math Science

Student Group General General

Grades Grades 3-8 Grades 5,8

Window Period 12 weeks 12 weeks

Testing Window March 4-May 24 March 4-May 24

Who is taking? All students not in MAST 
pilot/MAST form B (unless 
in MSAA)

All students in grades 5 
and 8 (unless in AMSA)
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Personally Identifiable Information (PII)

• Student’s name or initials, date of birth, SSN or other 
student identifier number

• Address of students and/or family
• Name of students’ family members
• Any other information, including physical characteristics 

that would make student easily identifiable
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Personally Identifiable Information (PII)

When contacting the OPI, 
please do not include PII 
in: 
• Email 
• Fax or
• A voicemail
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SCHEDULES AND TASKS



Smarter Balanced Testing Times 
Window March 4- May 24
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Grade ELA 
(CAT + Brief Writes)

Mathematics
(CAT + PT)

Total Time

3 1:30 1:31 3:01

4 1:31 1:34 3:05

5 1:27 1:41 3:08

6 1:31 1:41 3:12

7 1:21 1:26 2:47

8 1:16 1:28 2:43



Science Testing Times
Window March 4- May 24
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Assessment Average Testing Times

Montana Science Assessment 90 minutes
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Montana Testing Portal/TIDE



Montana Testing Portal/TIDE-User Roles

Authorized Representative (AR)/ System Test          
Coordinator(STC)

Building Coordinator (BC)

Testing Administrator (TA)

Proctor (PR)

AR/STC

BC

TA

PR
TIDE



Tasks for Users in TIDE

14

Sign the Virtual Test Security 
Agreement (TSA)

Complete the TA Certification 
Course

Review the Test Administration 
Manual (TAM)



Tasks for Users in TIDE
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Sign the Virtual Test Security 
Agreement (TSA)

Complete the TA Certification 
Course

Review the Test Administration 
Manual (TAM)



Tasks for Users in TIDE
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Sign the Virtual Test Security 
Agreement (TSA)

Complete the TA Certification 
Course

Review the Test Administration 
Manual (TAM)
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Montana Testing Portal/TIDE



TIDE



Practice and Training Tests #
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Secure Browser



Read the Test Administration Manual (TAM)
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Preparing the Classroom

INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS IN THE 

ROOM ARE 
COVERED OR 

REMOVED

SIGNAGE ON 
POSTED ON DOORS, 

E.G. “TESTING IN 
PROGRESS”

STUDENTS STORE 
ALL ELECTRONIC 

DEVICES AND 
HEADPHONES 

BEFORE THE TEST 
SESSION BEGINS.

MINIMIZE 
DISTRACTIONS



Reflection

Take a minute to jot down any next  steps from this section

My district/school 
has a schedule for 
testing

I have assigned 
User Roles in TIDE

I have a system in 
place to track TSA 
completion

I have scheduled 
trainings



• Ashley McGrath, Assessment Director

Montana
Office of Public Instruction

Student Data and Participation



Student list in TIDE

District-Level 
Student Information 

System (SIS)
● Infinite 

Campus
● PowerSchool
● Other

State-Level Student 
Database  (AIM)

TIDE
Montana 
Testing 
Portal

Smarter 
Balanced

Alternate 
Montana 
Science

Montana 
Science 
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Upload Schedule #2



Student Participation

Three ways to participate:

1) Participate in general population assessments
without accommodations

2) Participate in general population assessments 
with accommodations

3) Participate in alternate assessments when the 
participation criteria are met
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Student Accommodations and Supports

Universal 
Features
Available to all 
students based 
on preference

Accommodations
Available to students 
with IEPs and/or 504 
plans

Designated 
Features

Available to all 
students according 

to educational 
experience 
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Verify Data



TIDE Designation

Universal Support: 
• Can be selected for any student

Designated Supports:
• Selected as determined by the 

student’s educational support 
team 

Accommodations:
IDEA Indicator/IEP (or) Section 
504
• Must be set to “Yes” 
• Permits accommodations

30

#3
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Input Test Settings: Manual

Available based on Team of Educators

Contingent upon IEP
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Input Test Settings: Upload
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Test Settings
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Parent and Family Communication



Before Testing
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Parent Guardian Notification 

After Testing

Districts are encouraged 
to notify parents at least 
one week prior to the 
planned assessment. 

Reports must be 
provided in a timely 
manner.
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Monitoring Completion
Outreach from OPI



General and Targeted Outreach

GENERAL Outreach:  OPI will provide bi-weekly general outreach to all STCs 
with overall completion rate.

TARGETED Outreach: Weekly at completion intervals to STCs, district 
principals and superintendents

Why?  We want to support districts in meeting participation rates and making 
sure you have the resources you need.
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Learning Lab:  Monitoring Completion



Final Reflection

Take a minute to jot down any next steps.

I have a system to 
monitor completion 
and communicate 
with schools 

I have 
accessed TIDE 
and updated 
student settings

I have 
scheduled 
parent 
communication

I know who to 
reach out to 
for help
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Upcoming ACT Webinar
Thursday, February 8

3:00

https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4492818/954D67042725490DCB807CE5299F3E1E

https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4492818/954D67042725490DCB807CE5299F3E1E
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2024-2025 Assessments



2024-2025 Statewide Assessments
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TEST NAME Grade Levels Subject(s)

MAST 3-8 General Math & ELA

MSA 5 & 8 General Science

MSAA 3-8 & 11 Students Math & ELA

AMSA 5, 8, & 11 Science

ACT 11 Math, ELA, & Science

ACCESS for ELLs K-12 English Language Learners English Language Proficiency



Renewal Units/Evaluation
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Thanks for Attending

Office of Public Instruction
Assessment Unit

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
844-867-2569
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mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
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