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Zoom Basics

Mute your mic when it is not in use. 

Share your video.

Clearly name yourself as a participant.

Use the chat and/or the Google Q&A 
function. 2



Objectives
By the end of the session, you should have an understanding of: 

• What is accessibility?
• Universal Design of Learning and Understanding Learners’ Needs.
• Montana’s Three Tiers of Accessibility for All Learners in State 

Assessments.
• How we can better serve students with disabilities and 

accommodations. 
• Monitoring student growth through assessment and support.

Workshop: 
• Entering settings into the testing platform TIDE.
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What is Accessibility?
Accessible Education is the process of designing courses and developing a teaching 
style to meet the needs of people from a variety of backgrounds, abilities and 
learning styles.

The Montana Comprehensive Assessment System (MontCAS) program has, to the extent 
practicable, developed its state assessments using the principles of Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL) so that assistive technologies can be available to all students within each 
test delivery system and to 
● (A) provide flexibility in the ways information is presented, in the ways students 

respond or demonstrate knowledge and skills, and in the ways students are 
engaged; and to 

● (B) reduce barriers in instruction and assessments
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Smarter Balanced and 
Accessibility
The MontCAS state assessments provide appropriate accommodations, supports, 
and challenges that require educators to maintain high achievement expectations for 
all students.
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The ISAAP process represents a thoughtful and systematic approach to addressing student access 
needs for the Smarter Balanced assessments. The ISAAP process includes preparatory steps, a step 
for creating the ISAAP itself, and steps that allow educators to check that Designated Supports and 
Accommodations are entered correctly into the test engine. Optimally, the ISAAP process is a team 
approach. The overall goal of using the ISAAP process and ISAAP Tool is to provide students with a 

comfortable testing experience that allows them to demonstrate what they know and can do. For 
students with Individual Education Programs (IEPs) or 504 plans, ISAAP decisions are determined 

by the IEP or 504 teams, respectively.



Scaffolding for Learners
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Scaffolding is a strategy utilized 
by teachers in the classroom to 
help students who may have 
learning disabilities or language 
barriers to help them be 
successful in the classroom and 
also identify any needs for 
accessibility and 
accommodations. 



Universal Design for Learning 
● “UDL aims to change the design of the environment rather than to change the 

learner. When environments are intentionally designed to reduce barriers, all 
learners can engage in rigorous, meaningful learning.”

● UDL Guidelines are a tool used in the implementation of UDL. They offer a set of 
concrete suggestions that can be applied to any discipline or domain to ensure 
all learners can access and participate.
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Universal Design for Learning 
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Visual Thinking … 
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Golden Rules of Accessibility 
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Need-Based Approach 
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● The OPI uses a standardized system of three tiers 
of accessibility to support educators with the 
selection of student supports to serve the needs 
of all learners through a continuous service, 
assessment, monitoring, and needs learner cycle. 

● This six-step, needs-based approach makes it 
possible for teams of educators to make 
appropriate selections of accessibility features 
for each student on an individualized basis. 

● This cycle is systematic, data-based, and 
repetitive as it is informed by student 
participation in and performance on state 
assessments in order to ensure that students are 
familiar with and have their needs met during 
their assessment opportunities.  

1

2

3



Need-Based Approach 
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Step 1: What Student Group Best Fits

Accountability

ESEA-ESSA 
Requirements

State Testing Reporting
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All students 
required to 
participate

Address 
educational 

needs/ direct 
resources

Provides 
transparent 
information



Step 1: What Student Group Best Fits
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GENERAL 
POPULATIO
N

STUDENTS 
WITH 
DOCUMENTED 
DISABILITIES

ENGLISH 
LEARNERS



Step 2: How Students Participate 
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WITHOUT 
ACCOMMODATIONS



Step 3: Accommodations
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Step 4: Content Area Accommodations
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Step 5: Selecting Accommodations/Supports
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Step 5: Selecting Accommodations/Supports
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Accessibility Feature Example

Universal Tools (available to all students) Breaks
Calculator
Digital Notepad
Highlighter

Designated Supports (can be turned on as 
determined by student’s educational team and do 
not require an IEP or 504 Plan)

Color Choices
Illustration Glossaries
Medical Supports
Translated Test Directions 
Separate Test Setting

Accommodations (can only be turned on as 
specified in a student’s IEP/504 Plan)

Closed Captioning
Scribe
Speech-to-text/Read Aloud



Step 6: Use of Notes Field to Document Any 
Accommodation/Supports Selected
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Non Routine Accommodations



Rules that Apply to Accommodations
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● Decisions about how to assess must be made by a student’s IEP Team under 
IDEA, the placement team under Section 504, or the individual or team 
designated by a district to make that decision under Title II of the ADA, as 
applicable, based on each student’s individual abilities and needs. 

● Students with disabilities must have equal opportunity to participate in the state 
assessments and receive accommodations and support per their educational 
plan. 

● Ensure that testing plans do not deny a student with a disability or an English 
learner the opportunity to participate in the assessment or any benefits from 
participation in the assessment.



Student Comfortability with Systems
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Testing Tools Available to YOU! 
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Interims

Optional tests 
administered throughout 
the year - help teachers 
monitor student progress 
and provides actionable 
data about student 
knowledge and abilities to 
help target instruction to 
meet students’ individual 
learning needs.

Sample Items

Meant to provide 
exposure to content 
expectations and/or 
showcase what it is 
like.

Practice/Training 
Tests

Intended for students 
and TAs and 
students to become 
familiar with the item 
types, format, and 
functionality of the 
online test. 



Learning Lab 
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TIDE Settings



We are here to help. Contact us.

OPI Assessment Help Desk 
Phone: 1.844.867.2569 

E-mail: OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

Questions?
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