Statewide Assessment Results Establish New Baseline for Student Achievement in Montana
[District/School Name] today released results from the 2024–2025 statewide assessment programs, including the Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year (MAST) assessments for grades 3–8 in English Language Arts (ELA) and math, the Montana Science Assessment (MSA) in grades 5 and 8, the ACT for grade 11 students, and alternate versions of each assessment for students with significant cognitive disabilities.
This year’s release marks the establishment of a new statewide baseline for measuring student proficiency in grades 3–8 ELA and math. Because the MAST program is new, 2024–2025 proficiency rates should not be compared to results from previous statewide assessments.
The MAST program replaces a single end-of-year test with multiple shorter “testlets” administered throughout the school year. These testlets are aligned to Montana content standards and together provide a more integrated picture of student learning connected to classroom instruction. At the end of the year, students a Through-Year Score Report combines performance from all testlets into a single summative scale score and achievement level. Proficiency standards were set by Montana educators after the first full year of MAST implementation. Each grade level’s standards were established based on educator review of student work and expectations for grade-level mastery. These standards provide the foundation for monitoring trends in student proficiency over time.
 Math and ELA Results
According to statewide data from the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI):
· [XX]% of Montana students were Proficient or Advanced in English Language Arts in grades 3-8
· [XX]% of Montana students were Proficient or Advanced in Mathematics in grades 3–8
In [District/School Name], results show:
· [XX]% of students Proficient or Advanced in ELA in grades 3–8
· [XX]% of students Proficient or Advanced in Math in grades 3–8
These results reflect local efforts to align instruction with Montana standards and the continued focus on supporting students’ academic growth throughout the school year.
 Science Assessment Results
Results for grades 5 and 8 come from the Montana Science Assessment (MSA) and the Alternate Montana Science Assessment (AMSA). These assessments measure student understanding of Montana’s science standards.
· Statewide Science Proficiency (Grades 5 and 8): [XX]% 
· [District/School Name] Science Proficiency (Grades 5 and 8): [XX]%
These results can be compared to prior years to observe trends in science learning across grade levels and student groups.
 High School Results: ACT
The ACT serves as Montana’s high school assessment for grade 11 and measures proficiency in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science. Proficiency data also include alternate assessment results. 
Statewide Results:
· Average Composite Score: [XX]
· Percent of Students Meeting Math Proficiency: [XX]% 
· Percent of Students Meeting ELA Proficiency: [XX]% 
· Percent of Students Meeting Science Proficiency: [XX]% 
[District/School Name] Results:
· Average Composite Score: [XX.X]
· Percent of Students Meeting Math Proficiency: [XX]%
· Percent of Students Meeting ELA Proficiency: [XX]%
· Percent of Students Meeting Science Proficiency: [XX]%
Accessing Statewide Data
Comprehensive statewide and district-level results are available through OPI’s GEMS data portal: https://gems.opi.mt.gov 
The GEMS site provides interactive dashboards for exploring statewide, district, and school-level data for MAST, Science, ACT, and other statewide assessments.

