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Structure 
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Presenters: 30 minutes
Discussion and Q & A (open): 10 minutes 

MAST FALL SUMMIT
2024
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First section will be presentation style with
speakers on the stage 

opi.mt.gov

MAST FALL SUMMIT
2024

Please use the chat professionally

Any questions that arise may be added to
the chat and will be answered during the  
Q & A section

During the Q & A time, everyone is invited
to participate 

Session Norms
Role Alike
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Cedar Rose, Assessment Director, OPI

Danni McCarthy, Special Education
Director, OPI  

Dylan Conway, Assessment Specialist, OPI

opi.mt.gov

Presenters



Overview

opi.mt.gov

Assessment Eligibility 

Accommodations, Supports, and
Tools for MAST 

Accommodations Guidance 
Inclusion Best Practice

MAST FALL SUMMIT
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What is your current level of MAST
engagement (pilot school/new to MAST)?
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Opening



On a scale of 1-5: 

How familiar are you with ensuring
appropriate accommodations on statewide
assessments?  

opi.mt.gov

Opening



What is one thing you are excited for in using
MAST with your students?  
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Opening



What is one thing you are nervous for in
using MAST with your students?  
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Opening



Student Support

opi.mt.gov

Identifying and Supporting
Student Populations 

MAST FALL SUMMIT
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Student Support
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Student Population Identifications and
Supports

MAST FALL SUMMIT
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When thinking about assessment, it is important to
remember the considerations that should be
identified to best support the student’s and any
supports they may need. This includes: 

Students with a 504 Plan
Students with an IEP 
Students requiring accommodations
Students identified as Alternate Students
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Student Support
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Student Variables in Statewide Assessment
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It is important to consider the appropriate identifications
of students based on their learning needs regarding
Statewide Assessment. 

This can be accomplished by ensuring that IEPs are kept
up-to-date, determinations of accommodations are
considered, and the consideration and determination of
an alternate student are considered. 
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The OPI has constructed a set of
guidelines for guidance on making
decisions regarding students and
Alternate Assessments. 

The Alternate Assessment
Eligibility Guidelines can be a
useful tool in determining
eligibility criteria. This resource
can be located on the OPI
Assessment Website. 

Student Support
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Eligibility Criteria 
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Student Support
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What are existing criteria for a student to
participate in an alternate assessment? 
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Student Support
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Determining Eligibility 
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Student Support

opi.mt.gov

Some Non-Examples in Decision Points 
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Some decision points when considering eligibility that are not appropriate are as
follows: 

A disability category or label
Poor attendance or extended absences
Social/cultural or economic difference
Expected poor performance on the general education test
Academic and other services the student receives
Educational environment or instructional setting
Percent of time receiving special education services
English Learner (EL) status
Low reading level/achievement level
Anticipated disruptive behavior
Impact of test scores on accountability system
Administrator decision
Need for accommodations (e.g. assistive technology/AAC) 
to participate in assessments
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Accessibility 
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Best Practices for 
Inclusion 
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Student Support
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Inclusion Best Practice
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Sec. 300.39(b)(ii) Special education
To ensure access of the child to the general curriculum, so that the child can meet the
educational standards within the jurisdiction of the public agency that apply to all
children.

Sec. 300.114(a)(2)(i) LRE
(2) Each public agency must ensure that—

(i) To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, including children in
public or private institutions or other care facilities, are educated with children who are
nondisabled; and
(ii) Special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of children with disabilities from
the regular educational environment occurs only if the nature or severity of the disability
is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services
cannot be achieved satisfactorily.

Sec. 300.115(b)(2) Continuum of alternative placements
Make provision for supplementary services (such as resource room or itinerant
instruction) to be provided in conjunction with regular class placement.
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Accessibility 
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Best Practices for 
Accommodations &

Administration  
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Use current IEP/504 plans. If not updated to
MAST in the IEP, use the MAST
Accommodations and Accessibility Crosswalk
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Enter all accommodations and supports in the
KITE PNP settings 

Update PNP settings as IEP/504 plans are
updated throughout the year 

2024-25 Practices 

Accessibility
MAST FALL SUMMIT

2024

Update IEPs to MAST accommodations as
they become due and or amended throughout
the year 
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Accessibility
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Three Tiers 
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Accessibility
Feature Embedded Non-Embedded

Universal Tools 
Calculator (6-8 testlet
specific), highlighter,
notes, striker 

Breaks, scratch paper

Designated
Supports

Color overlay, answer
masking, spoken audio
(math)

Noise buffers, medical
supports, separate setting

Accommodations 
Speech to Text (ELA
Passages), signed
items (ASL)

Braille forms, scribe, paper
form

MAST SUMMIT 2024
Accessibility
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Three Tiers 
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Kite Educator Portal

ACCOMMODATIONS

Adding Student PNPs
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Kite Educator Portal

DESIGNATED SUPPORTS
Adding Student PNPs
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Kite Educator Portal

UNIVERSAL FEATURES
Adding Student PNPs
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Kite Educator Portal

REVIEWING SUPPORTS 

Adding Student PNPs
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Allow students to get into the Kite practice
test prior to testing 
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Administer testlets according to IEP/504
accommodations and as closely as possible
to the regular assessment environment for
that student 

Ensure Student Comfortability 

Preparing 
MAST FALL SUMMIT
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Ensure students receive appropriate
accommodations prior to test day and double
check before administration that any
accommodations match the student’s
IEP/504 Plan. 
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MAST FALL SUMMIT
2024Kite Practice Test

Username: tech.demo
Password: MAZE8

Kite Student Practice Test
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CLICK TO OPEN KITE
TOOLBOX

Kite Student Portal
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Accessibility 
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Educator Q&A

Use the chat or come off mute
to ask questions. 
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What are three things you learned? 

What is one thing you are “square” about (feel
certain about)?

What is one thing still “circling” in your brain?
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Before You Go...


