
KEEPING TEENS SAFE 
ON THE ROAD

Fran Penner-Ray
OPI Traffic Education Director



MILES TO GO TO VISION ZERO
ENGINEERING • EDUCATION • ENFORCEMENT •EMS

GDL – Parent Involvement

Affordable and Accessible Driver 
Education  

Distracted Driving Awareness

Seat Belt Use

Speed Control 

Vigorous Enforcement  of 
Underage Drinking Laws

Tired drivers leave one tell-tale sign. No skid marks.  Drive Fresh



HB 393 Change truck speed limits –70mph on  
Interstate 65mph on state highways same day and 
night 

Failed
HB 178 Prohibit texting and driving by minors
HB 49  Occupant safety pilot program
HB 767 Primary enforcement of seat belt law 
SB 193 Require seatbelts on new school bus
HB 210 Revise penalties passing stopped school bus
HB 492 Overtaking a school bus video
SB 249 Bicycle safe passing



You can’t beat physics. Slow Down.

2019 NEW HB 393 Truck speed limit laws
70 mph on Interstate and 65 mph on public 
highways at all times. 61-8-310 MCA



AFFORDABLE ACCESSIBLE DRIVER EDUCATION



CHECKING THE REAR ZONE 

1999 Motorcycle 
Safety Training 
moved from OPI 
to MSU-N



VALIDATIONS TEDRS STUDENT LISTS

AGE 14.5 AND SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION AGE 16

*** Students must be at least 14.5 years old to be issued a Learner License.
** Learner Licenses are no longer valid for students under age 16 who do not successfully complete the course.



TEDRS REPORTS - STUDENT SEARCH

Find Student Search in TEDRS Reports Tab
New December 2015



MTEA & TRAFFIC EDUCATION IN MONTANA



Montana Crash Data Map 2013-2017 Traffic Education On Site Reviews 2011-2018
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TE Content Standards and Benchmarks
ARM 10.14.401- 409



TRAFFIC EDUCATION
INCREASING DAYS TO EXTEND LEARNING
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OPI TEACHER LEARNING HUB 
CDTP REFRESHER   NEW 2019

• I am very happy with the l class.  It has been a long time since I went to school. (CDTP).  I was unsure on filling out the new applications 
and this refresher helped me. 

• This was a good quick refresher with updates and correcting any misinformation or forgotten protocols before my session starts in March. 
The visuals for the application process were great. I see there were updates to the applications. This course is a good way to get updated 
information to instructors well before the conference in April. I start my first session in March, so April is too late for a refresher. 

Psst - CDTP = enrollment key



MONTANA TRAFFIC EDUCATION TEACHERS 
BY AGE AND GENDER

Average Age 50 26% over age 60
# of Teachers

24-29 23
30-39 51
40-49 105 Age 24-49 179 TE teachers
50-59 87
60-69 80 Age 50-93 189 TE teachers
70-79 21
90 + 1

Estimated 2008 2018
Female 49 77 57% increase

Male 310 311



SEARS CATALOG 1961

1968 Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 
required seatbelts in all vehicles except 
buses 

1960’s



MONTANA YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY (YRBS)

ALWAYS WORE A SEAT BELT 

1987 Montana Seat Belt Use Act MCA 61-13-101



https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials

https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials


OPI MONTANA DRIVE SUMMER WORKSHOPS
ON TRACK IN LEWISTOWN SINCE 1979

montanadrive.mt.gov – Register Now



Over 15,000 Montana DRIVE participants since 1979.



Montana DRIVE one day summer workshops in Lewistown 

Drivers practice vehicle control skills behind-the-wheel with our 
professional instructors to keep their vehicle in balance and respond 
safely to driving risks. 

State Farm Insurance grants support teen Montana DRIVE teen 
scholarships in July.  We expanded from three to five days of 
teen workshops due to increased demand and a waiting list. 





EMS AND MONTANA DRIVE



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Farm_truck.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.tires-easy.com/blog/best-horse-trailer-tires/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Anti-Lock Brakes (ABS) &
Electronic Stability Program

Advanced Driver Assistance Systems
• Adaptive Cruise Control
• Automatic Emergency Braking
• Lane Keeping Assist
• Adaptive Headlights
• Automatic Parallel Parking
• Blind Spot Monitor
• Rear Cross Traffic Alert
• Forward Collision Warning

ABS






TEEN DRIVER SAFETY RESEARCH 
Building evidence in support of Driver Education: 
Nebraska- “Driver education appears to reduce crashes 
and violations in a graduated licensing environment” 
Study of 151,880 teens from 2003 to 2010. Accid. Anal. Prev. Duane Shell 2015 

Oregon - statistically significant lower incidence of  
collisions(4.3%) and citations (39.3%) for teens completing 
driver education Evaluation of Beginner Driver Education– AAAFTS

Texas – “Parent  taught drivers again experience 
proportionally more total traffic convictions and more, and 
more serious, crashes than drivers trained under 
commercial/public school DE programs.” NHTSA 2007

NTSB- NHTSA – CDC – GHSA
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety (AAAFTS)
CHOP – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia



1988



Attentive Driving 
Barriers to Behavior Change 
“I need/want to stay connected.”
“I can handle it.  I’m not the problem.”
Serious crash = low probability event

“Actionable Insight”
“I worry about being hurt in a car crash.”

“It will probably be the other driver’s fault.”

National Safety Council  Teen Survey 2016

Excerpt from Jay A. Winsten, Ph.D., Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health  2016 Situational Awareness in Traffic Safety 



Shift Defensive Driving >> Attentive Driving 

The Promise

“Attentive Driving” will help protect you 
against threats posed by other drivers”

Attentive driving = defensive strategy
= pro-active message
= don’t >> do
= taps into pre-existing fear

Excerpt from Jay A. Winsten, Ph.D., Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health  2016 Situational Awareness in Traffic Safety 



Key element of attentive driving

Maintaining “Situational Awareness”

Situational Awareness (SA) 
State of readiness to respond to potential safety threats in the driving environment 

SA = integrated set of behavioral and psychological processes, starting with active 
visual scanning of the driving environments

Excerpt from Jay A. Winsten, Ph.D., Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health  2016 Situational Awareness in Traffic Safety 

Active scanning to avoid tunnel vision.

MDT Note: This winter there were 31 snow plows hit 



Focus on Active Scanning in Hot Zones

• Four way intersections
• School crossings
• Work Zones
• Blind Curves 

Excerpt from Jay A. Winsten, Ph.D., Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health  2016 Situational Awareness in Traffic Safety 



Peer to Peer Goal 
interpersonal interventions inside the vehicle
Passengers speak up, when necessary, to prompt active visual scanning by 
driver as vehicle approaches hot zone. 

“Expect the Unexpected”

“Scan for Surprises”

“Look Out for Trouble” 

Excerpt from Jay A. Winsten, Ph.D., Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health  2016 Situational Awareness in Traffic Safety 



16 FCCLA TRAFFIC SAFETY PROJECTS – MDT GRANTS

Who do YOU  buckle up for?  North Star FCCLA

Traffic Tuesday 10 minutes for 10 weeks 
Plentywood FCCLA   $500 award 

Zero Zone Team at Three Fork HS created 17 silhouettes 
representing teen fatalities and ribbons for 184 teens with 
serious injuries in 2017 
First Place $2500



Crashes involving 15 – 18 year old drivers 

Driver Error: 95.6% of Crashes 



RESEARCH 
FROM PASSENGERS TO DRIVERS 
PARENT PERCEPTION ABOUT HOW 
ADOLESCENTS LEARN TO DRIVE 1

”Parents can describe basic concepts their teen drivers need to master such as
“paying attention” and “parking the car,” 

they tend not to mention specific driving skills needed to avoid crashing, such as
scanning and speed management."  

1Journal of Adolescent Research May 2012
Jessica Mirman and Joseph Kay

The Center for Injury Research and Prevention, 
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia



PARENT MEETING REQUIRED ARM 10.13.307

What are the critical driving errors 
for learner teen drivers?

 Speed control
 Hazard detection and avoidance 
 Lane management problems
 Timely braking
 Negotiating curves
 Intersection and left turns
 Following distance 

These factors cause crashes, but
what kills? 

Not wearing a seat belt
CHOP Research: Accid Anal Prev. 2014 Nov;72:433-9



MONTANA KEYS PARENT SURVEY  2006



MONTANA KEYS PARENT SURVEY  2006



MONTANA KEYS 
PARENT TEEN HOMEWORK



Montana KEYS 
Skill 

Assessment 

www.OPI.mt.gov
Driver Education Curriculum

http://www.opi.mt.gov/


MTEA
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