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Overview This agenda item is presented to the BPE to consider the timeline 
and process for the revision of ARM Chapter 53: Health and 
Science content standards.  
 
Attached is a rationale statement, proposed timeline, and overview 
for the revision of the ARM Chapter 53. 
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Informational Item 
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CHAPTER 53:  Content Standards Revision Timeline and Overview 

ARM 10.53.7:  Health and Physical Education Content Standards 

ARM 10.53.8: Science Content Standards 

 

Rationale: 

Using the negotiated rulemaking process involving independent stakeholder groups, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Elsie Arntzen is seeking to revise Chapter 53 Content Standards for Health and 
Physical Education and Science to align with 20-7-120, MCA. In particular, the statue requires notification 
to parents or guardians when a school will provide human sexuality instruction. Two types of notification 
are required: annual notification when a student is enrolled in human sexuality instruction and notification 
pursuant to a school policy no less than 48 hours prior to an event, assembly, or use of materials 
regarding human sexuality instruction. 

As previously addressed in the revision of content standards in 2019, the Superintendent is also seeking 
to revise program delivery standards: ARM 10.55.1301 and 10.55.1501.  The program delivery standards 
in ARM Chapter 55 outline the common conditions and practices that will be evident in all programs 
within a school system to ensure that all students have educational opportunity to learn, develop, and 
demonstrate learning in the content standards and content-specific grade-level or grade-band learning 
progressions.   
 

Proposed Timeline: 

Presentation to BPE to open Chapter 56:  September 14-15, 2023 

Board Approval of Timeline Revision: November 15-17, 2023 

Research and Review:                                November 2023 - December 2024 

Revision:                                                  January 2024 - February 2024 

Negotiated Rulemaking:                       March 2023 - June 2024  

Adoption Phase                                         June 2024 - September 2024  

Adoption                                           September 2024 

Implementation    October 2024 

 

http://rules.mt.gov/gateway/Subchapterhome.asp?scn=10%2E53.8
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0010/section_0200/0200-0070-0010-0200.html


 
 
Overview: 
Research and Review (2 months) 

The OPI may 
• Gather and identify resources 
• Conduct comparison of current standards to research and data 
• Conduct focus groups 

 
Revision (2 months) 

The OPI will 
• Select revision team members 
• Convene revision team 

 
Negotiated Rulemaking (4 months) 

The OPI will 
• Select committee members 
• Convene committee 
• Create Economic Impact Statements and present to the Interim Education Committee of the 

Legislature 
 

Rule Adoption (4 months) 
The OPI will 
• Present Superintendent’s recommendation to the Board of Public Education (BPE) 
 
The BPE will 
• Conduct public hearings 
• Vote to adopt administrative rules 

 
Implementation 

The OPI will 
• Identify and create resources 
• Identify and create professional development 

 
 
 

Contact Information: 

Cedar Rose, Assessment Director, cedar.rose@mt.gov 
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