
EARLY LITERACY
HB 352 (2023)
The purpose of this bill:
 Provide parents with voluntary early literacy interventions for their 
children;
 Increase the number of children who are reading proficient at the end 
of 3rd grade;
 Help those children develop their full educational potential; and



EARLY LITERACY
HB 352 (2023)

The Purpose of this bill:

 Foster a strong economic return for 
the state on early literacy investment 
through enhancing Montana’s skilled 
workforce and decreasing future 
reliance on social programs and the 
criminal justice system.



EARLY LITERACY
Three Programs:  
 Classroom-Based Program
 Jumpstart Program
 Home-Based Learning



EARLY LITERACY
Classroom-Based Program
 Child is not yet entering or has not completed Kindergarten
 Must be 4 years of age or older on or before September 10
 May be half (360 hours) or full-time (720 hours) program
 Must be eligible (using approved evaluation methodology)
 Instruction must align to Montana Early Learning Standards



EARLY LITERACY
Classroom-Based Program-Infinite Campus Implications
 Students are enrolled in grade PK
 May need an additional instructional calendar (if a different schedule 
or different non-instructional times) from other students
 Must have an eligibility record
 Must be indicated as ANB eligible for Fall and Spring 
   (eligible for up to 1.0 ANB)
 Must have an enrollment in a course, with a properly licensed and 
endorsed educator



EARLY LITERACY
Jumpstart Program
 Eligible child who is 5 years of age or older on or before September 
10, and not yet completed 3rd grade
 Takes place in the summer, between the end of one school year and 
the beginning of the next (this year, cannot start before July 1)
 Requires 120 hours of instruction in a minimum of 4 weeks of 
programming
 Aligns with Montana Early Learning Standards and Montana Content 
Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy



EARLY LITERACY
Jumpstart Program-Infinite Campus Implications
 Requires a separate calendar showing the appropriate time frame 
(120 hours/4 weeks)
 Students are enrolled in the grade they will be in the Fall (KH/KF-3)
 Must have an eligibility record
 Requires daily attendance records
 Must have an enrollment in a course, with a properly licensed and 
endorsed educator



EARLY LITERACY
Cont’d Jumpstart Program-Infinite Campus Implications
 Eligible for 0.25 ANB (1.25 total, if enrolled Fall/Spring)
 Requires separate Data Certification
 ANB from Jumpstart will be appended to the ANB for Fall/Spring



EARLY LITERACY
Home-Based Program
 Eligible child who is 4 years of age or older on or before September 

10, and not yet completed 2nd grade
 Must be research-based and proven effective at developing early 

literacy skills in populations at risk of not being reading proficient at 
the end of 3rd grade

 Access provided to school districts on a first-come, first-served basis
 Fosters parental engagement
 Program will be established upon awarding the contract through a 

Request for Proposal (RFP)



EARLY LITERACY
Home-Based Program-Infinite Campus Implications
 Must have an eligibility record
 Enrollment in a separate calendar with specific calendar type
 Indicated in the enrollment as participating in a home-based early 
literacy program (much like Extracurricular)
 No ANB eligibility (program is paid from another source)
 May have either a partial or primary enrollment in the district (or 
another district under a Student Attendance Agreement)



EARLY LITERACY
DRAFT Mock-Ups for Early Literacy
Eligibility
Path (Old Look): Student Information>Program Participation>State 
Programs
Path (New Look):  Student Information>State Programs



EARLY LITERACY
DRAFT Mock-Ups for Early Literacy
Fields
 Start Date/Screener Date
 End Date (defaults to one year after Screener Date)
 Methodology Tool (with option for other and text field)
 Qualifying Grade
 Eligibility Area (check boxes for domains, based on grade) – check 
all domains that indicate eligibility



EARLY LITERACY
Eligibility-applies to all Programs



EARLY LITERACY
!! New Grade Level Definitions (20-7-117, MCA, effective 7/1/24)
 “Kindergarten program” means a half-time or full-time 1-year 
program immediately preceding a child’s entry into 1st grade with 
curriculum and instruction selected by the board of trustees and 
aligned to the content standards established by the board of public 
education.
 “Preschool program” means a half-time or full-time program to 
prepare children for entry into kindergarten and governed by 
standards adopted by the board of public education.

(PK is for any student not yet 5, board approval for K still option for <5 - 
expectation of 1 year enrollment)



EARLY LITERACY
New Grade Level Definitions (20-7-117, MCA, effective 7/1/24)
PK enrollment scenarios:
 Free pre-K program for students in the district, aligned to MT 
Content Standards – P Service Type (regardless of SPED status)
 Pre-K program for SPED students, aligned to MT Content Standards 
– P Service Type
 Pre-K program only for delivery of SPED related services (not 
aligned to MT Content Standards) – N Service Type for SPED 
qualified students, do not state report non-SPED students



EARLY LITERACY
New Grade Level Definitions (20-7-117, MCA, effective 7/1/24)
Cont’d PK enrollment scenarios:
 Pre-K program paid by parents and/or not aligned to MT Content 
Standards – do not state report enrollment
 Early Literacy Classroom Based program – report with P or S 
Service Type (S Service Type if student is primarily enrolled in another 
program – such as Head Start).  



TUITION
HB 203: Out of District Attendance

 All non-resident students must have a completed 
Student Attendance Agreement
 New requirement to submit those agreements to 
the OPI
 Track Resident District/Serving District in Infinite 
Campus



TUITION
HB 203: Out of District Attendance

 Looking at tracking that under Program 
Participation – instead of within the enrollment 
 Minimize disruptions to attendance, schedule
 Required only for non-resident students
 Use ArcGIS map for legal school district 
boundaries

https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=e7f4bb1ca51948f68192cffc35287a9b#!


TUITION
HB 203: Out of District Attendance

 Looking at tracking that under Program 
Participation – instead of within the enrollent 
 Minimize disruptions to attendance, schedule
 Required only for non-resident students
 Use ArcGIS map for legal school district 
boundaries

https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=e7f4bb1ca51948f68192cffc35287a9b#!


MAST
Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year
 Through-Year test will replace Smarter Balanced 
for the 24-25 school year
 For 23-24, ELA and Math assessments were 
administered over 5 test windows 
 Smaller testlets, with district flexibility on number 
and order of tests.  



MAST
Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year
 Accommodations are in place for NEW IEPs
 Working with Infinite Campus to make 
accommodations available for amended IEPs
 Accommodations for EL/504 will be available by 
the beginning of the school year



MAST
Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year
 IEP specific accommodations must be added to 
the IEP – through the creation of a new IEP or an 
amendment to an existing IEP
 Enter EL/504 accommodations on the State 
Assessment tab.  



MAST
Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year
 Modified State Assessment report – to assist with 
entering accommodations in New Meridian (the 
testing portal) will be available this summer



MAST
MAST Webpage

Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year (mt.gov)
OPI Staff are here to help:

Tressa Graveley, MAST Assessment Specialist

Krystal Smith, Operations Manager

opipilot@newmeridiancorp.org

https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Montana-Alternative-Student-Testing-Pilot-Program
mailto:Tressa.Graveley@mt.gov
mailto:krystal.smith@mt.gov
mailto:opipilot@newmeridiancorp.org


GIFTED/TALENTED
Current Path  
Old/New Look:  Student Information>General>Enrollments 

New Path
Old/New Look:  Student Information>Program Participation>Gifted

(similar to 504 & EL Program Participation)



GIFTED/TALENTED



GIFTED/TALENTED



GIFTED/TALENTED

Advantage of moving Gifted/Talented to Program 
Participation:
 Enter once – don’t have to maintain for each enrollment, 
every year
 Use Program Admin update tool to manage data



GIFTED/TALENTED



GIFTED/TALENTED



2024-25 COLLECTION 
CALENDAR

September
 Jumpstart programs (for summer 2024 
program start date must be July 1, 2024, or 
later)
 Calendars – In-Service and Parent Teacher 
Conferences, Aggregate Hours



2024-25 COLLECTION 
CALENDAR

October
 Prior year Graduate, Dropout, Cohort
 Fall ANB – 1st financial collection, 
attendance
 Fall Enrollment – Federal enrollment count
 Fall Program Participation



2024-25 COLLECTION 
CALENDAR

October
 Fall Personnel – TOE, Credentials, 
Contractors, Teach Act (Teacher Incentive)
 Fall Teacher Class – 1st semester courses, 
teachers, rosters
 Child Count* – Special Education
*not currently certified in AIM



2024-25 COLLECTION 
CALENDAR

November/December
 Fall CTE – Follow up on Spring graduates 
and dropouts



2024-25 COLLECTION 
CALENDAR

February
 Spring ANB – 2nd financial collection, 
attendance
 Spring Teacher Class – 2nd semester 
courses, teachers, rosters (includes CTE 
counts)



2024-25 COLLECTION 
CALENDAR

May/June
 End of Year Collections
 Enrollment
 Attendance
 Program Participation
 Personnel
 CTE



2024-25 COLLECTION 
CALENDAR

May/June
 End of Year Collections
 Extracurricular
 Behavior
 Special Education Exiting*

*not currently certified in AIM



2024-25 COLLECTION 
CALENDAR

To Be Determined
 MAST Test Windows
 Alternative Assessment Registration
 ELP Assessment Registration
 ACT Assessment Registration
 Science Registration



STUDENT PHOTO 
REPOSITORY
District Responsibility

(20-7-1317, MCA)

The trustees of each school district shall send an annual notice to the parent or 
guardian of each student with:

(a) information about the electronic directory photograph repository;

(b) a form to allow the parent or guardian to choose to have the student's photograph 
included in the repository for that school year;

(c) information about the use of the directory photographs if a student is identified as a 
missing child; and

(d) information about how to request the student's directory photograph be removed 
from the repository.

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0130/section_0170/0200-0070-0130-0170.html


STUDENT PHOTO 
REPOSITORY
For Parent/Guardian

• Parents must opt-in for their child’s photograph to be included in the repository. Your school or 
district will provide you with a form or other means to opt-in.

• Your child’s photograph will only be used by law enforcement for the express purpose of 
locating your child should he/she be reported to law enforcement as missing.  No other use by 
OPI or law enforcement is permitted. Access by OPI staff will be strictly limited and controlled 
to staff or contractors creating and maintaining the repository.

• Photos will be updated annually; if the photo is not updated and the parent doesn’t opt-out, 
the photos will be purged after two years.

• Photographs can be added, updated or removed from the repository at anytime upon request 
by contacting your child's school or district.



STUDENT PHOTO 
REPOSITORY

Two Step Process
1. Upload photos (batch or individual)
2. Set permission to ‘opt in’ (batch or individual)

Must do both for photos to appear at the state



DISTRICT CHANGES
 Districts must report all grade level changes 
within a school to the OPI
 Send a written request, on district letterhead, 
signed by the authorized representative to 
opischoolfinance@mt.gov 

These requests should be sent before 
July 1, 2024, if at all possible

mailto:opischoolfinance@mt.gov


AIM DISTRICT CONTACTS
Email opiaimhelp@mt.gov

Please copy and paste this information into your email:
1. District Name:
2. Contact Name:
3. Contact Phone:
4. Contact Email:
3. Contact Type (District Level/School Level):
4. Subject Area (General Ed/Special Ed/Both):
5. Contact Priority (Primary/Backup):

mailto:opiaimhelp@mt.gov


STAY TUNED!
OPI Compass
OPI Monthly Compass (mt.gov)

Subscribe!
Montana Office of Public Instruction (govdelivery.com)

https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/OPI-Communication/OPI-Monthly-Compass
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MTOPI/subscriber/new?qsp=MTOPI_2


STAY TUNED!
Infinite Campus – Statewide Announcements (OL)



STAY TUNED!
Infinite Campus – Statewide Announcements (NL)



STAY TUNED!
AIM Webpage:  Achievement in Montana (AIM) (mt.gov)

https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/AIM-Achievement-in-Montana


CONTACT US

AIM Helpdesk: (406) 444-3800
AIM Email:  opiaimhelp@mt.gov

mailto:opiaimhelp@mt.gov
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