
 
 
 

MEETING PROJECT NAME: Education Advocates’ Meeting 

DATE OF MEETING: May 21, 2019 

TIME: 9:05 AM – 9:55 AM 

LOCATION: OPI - 1201 11th Avenue Conference Room 

 
ATTENDEES: 

PRESENT 

Representative Llew Jones, Montana House of Representatives (via phone) 

Representative Wendy McKamey, Montana House of Representatives (via phone) 

Pete Donovan, Executive Director, Board of Public Education (BOPE) 

Dianne Burke, Montana Quality Education Coalition (MQEC) (via phone) 

Alison Harmon, Dean of Education, MSU (via phone) 

Pad McCracken, Legislative Services 

Dan Rask, Executive Director, Montana Small School Alliance (MSSA) (via phone) 

Angela McLean, Office of Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE) (via phone) 

Aurora Moore, Education Northwest (via phone) 

 

OPI STAFF 

Elsie Arntzen, State Superintendent 

Ken Bailey, Chief Financial Officer 

Susie Hedalen, Deputy Superintendent for Education Services 

Jule Walker, Deputy Superintendent for Operations 

Dylan Klapmeier, Director of Communications and Federal Relations (via phone) 

John Perkins, Director of Public Policy (via phone) 

 

RECORD-KEEPER 

Virginia Díaz, Administrative Clerk, Office of Public Instruction 



 
 
 
 

TOPIC PRESENTER INFO 

HB 351 

Ken Bailey, 

John Perkins 

• HB 351 – Transformational Learning 

o Clarification was sought from Rep. Jones and Rep. McKamey 

regarding HB 351 to ensure the OPI, together with education 

Partners follow and fulfill the law. 

ESSA Plan 

Susie 

Hedalen 

• In accordance with federal law, the OPI has submitted a definition for 

“ineffective teacher” to U.S. Education Secretary Betsy DeVos.Read 

more on the OPI’s ESSA page. Confirmation of receipt of the letter has 

been received.  

HB 211 

Ken Bailey, 

John Perkins 

• HB 211 – Quality Educator Loan Forgiveness Program 

o Clarification was sought from Rep. Jones and Rep. McKamey 

regarding HB 211 to ensure the OPI, together with education 

Partners follow and fulfill the law. 

 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/ESSA/Letter%20to%20Sec.%20DeVos-defining%20ineffective%20teacher.pdf?ver=2019-05-13-154008-707
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/ESSA/Letter%20to%20Sec.%20DeVos-defining%20ineffective%20teacher.pdf?ver=2019-05-13-154008-707
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