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• Annual Federal Data Reporting
o ESSER ARP Plan (Use of Funds)
o Past and Anticipated Use of Funds 
o Tentative Time-line
o Data collection DRAFT preview 
o Tips on Preparation 

• Wrap-Up and OPI Resources
• Q&A

Goals For This Session



• Data collection is a LOT of work; use it to your advantage
o Add Chocolate, Music, Quiet Alternative Work Hours…

• Showcase what you have done
o Use to promote to the newspapers, legislatures, public
o Honor the teachers, staff, and students for their hard work

• If only a few, showcase it even more and let the data tell the story

• Data Transparency required - share it through your lens first
• Ask for help before you feel overwhelmed

o Stress does not help data validation

• OPI is here to help

Tips Incentive



• ESSER I (CARES) expires 2022
• ESSER II (CRRSA) expires 2023
• ESSER III (ARP) expires 2024

ESSER Allocated – National View

MT less than $ 1 Billion
WA between $1-9 Billion
CA more than $10 Billion

Data retrieved from DOE site: https://covid-relief-data.ed.gov/

https://covid-relief-data.ed.gov/


ESSER Current Spending – National View

June
CARES

June
CRRSA

June
ARP

June
Total

Montana 
LEAs 483 and $593

87% 100% 43% 62% 13% 24% 27% 40%

Idaho 
LEAs 178 and $683M

97% 100% 63% 87% 10% 26% 31% 49%

Nebraska
LEAs 278 and $854M

96% 98% 44% 54% 4.5% 15% 21% 32%

Wyoming 
LEAs 60 and $472M

95% 97% 46% 64% 3.4% 7.3% 22% 30%

North Dakota 
LEA 221 and $475M

94% 100% 25% 62% 11% 27% 24% 42%

South Dakota 
LEA 166 and $593M

97% 100% 24% 56% 6.2% 19% 18% 35%

As of June 30, 2022 &  December 31, 2022

https://covid-relief-data.ed.gov/


• Funds are awarded based on Title guidelines/proportions
o Title and ESSER funds allocation and use are very similar
o Title and ESSER fund data collection are similar

• Both Title and ESSER have subsets and Targeted outcomes
o HB 632: 20% of ESSER III (ARP) must be used specifically to address 

learning loss (afterschool, summer enrichment, type programming 
targeting most impacted/Title I target)

Significance of Funding Formula
Title I and ESSER Connection



• Department of Education– Federal Grant
o For ALL activities charged to ESSER, costs must be reasonable and 

necessary to meet the overall purpose of the program, which is “to 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to” COVID-19 including those 
circumstances that were exacerbated by Covid. (See 2 CFR §§ 200.403-
200.404.)

o Tracking of allocated funds 
o Reporting on how funds were used/spent – the outcome of funds

• National, State, Districts, Community, and general Public 

Focus on Student Gains – Outcomes



• Reporting data by school-by-school spending provides a unique 
opportunity to inform policy, management, and improvement 
activities, especially around the financial elements of schooling. 

• Two-year pilot with greater transparency on spending related to 
outcomes…

• Forecast
o ALL data collection will be deeper
o A lot of money from public pocket
o What was it spent on

Annual Report – No Magic Just Trend Analysis

Thanks to CCSSO
and Edunomics
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• Began when the grant was awarded
o Tracking uses of funds and actual spending

• Year 1 Data Collection/Annual Report
o No ESSER I (CARES/ESSER Fund & Related)
o ESSER II (CRRSA/ESSER Consolidated) FY21
o ESSER III (ARP/ESSER III Consolidated) FY21

• Year 2 Data Collection/Annual Report Spring 2022
o ESSER I (CARES/ESSER Fund & Related) Oct20-end FY21 
o ESSER II (CRRSA/ESSER Consolidated) FY22 and anticipated use
o ESSER III (ARP/ESSER III Consolidated)FY22 and anticipate use

Data Collection Timeline



• Year 3 Data Collection/Annual Report Spring 2023
o ESSER I (CARES/ESSER Fund & Related) FY22 and Final Expenditure Report
o ESSER II (CRRSA/ESSER Consolidated) FY23 and anticipated use
o ESSER III (ARP/ESSER III Consolidated)FY23 and anticipated use

• Year 4 Data Collection/Annual Report
o ESSER I (CARES/ESSER Fund & Related) FY24
o ESSER II (CRRSA/ESSER Consolidated) FY24  
o ESSER III (ARP/ESSER III Consolidated)FY24

Data Collection Timeline



• ARP ESSER Plan (use of funds) – Data collection specific ask
o High-level anticipated use of funds

• Changeable which makes data tracking/collection difficult   

o Review at least every six months with community engagement
• Multiple input which makes data tracking/collection difficult

o Stored on the district website updated through Qualtrics
• Multiple storage and access points which makes ….

• Plan can be used to Promote and Capture Data Trends
o Data collection narratives and Stats to engage community and 

foundation support for funding after ESSER

School Plans – ESSER ARP (Use of Funds)



• Track expenditures in excel/sheets – braid not blend
o Clearly identify student gains/outcomes
o Review expenditures at least quarterly

• Engage the public
o Promote and share out to build support

Annual Report – Tips on Preparation



• Single Point of Data collection
o Single Excel file to fill in and submit

• Prefilled (OPI Derived Data tab) 
• Prefilled (OPI Derived FTE Data tab)
• Unique data input (LEA Derived Data)
• Instructions (tab within the excel file)

o Single file submission verification emailed back to AR

• Google submission of excel file
• Color coded and messy – sorry out of our control
• System of Support by phone, zoom, email

Anticipated Process



Anticipated Instructions



• Identifier information

Excel OPI Derived Data File - DRAFT



• Identifier information

Excel OPI Derived Data File - DRAFT



OPI Derived FTE Data



LEA Derived Data



LEA Derived Data



LEA Derived Data



LEA Derived Data



• Federal annual report and benefits to District
o Funding and outcomes are going to be reported

• Participation numbers and spending categories
• Showcase your hard work
• Showcase data results

• Ongoing ESSER stakeholder engagement
o The active process of involving those who may be 

affected by ESSER decisions (students, parents, 
teachers, community)

Annual Report – Stakeholder Involvement

OPI guidance on 
Meaningful 
Stakeholder 

Consultation & 
Communication 

is here: 
https://youtu.be/c

wvznj4l8MI

https://youtu.be/cwvznj4l8MI


• Data collection is a LOT of work; use it to your advantage
o Add Chocolate, Music, Quite Alternative Work Hours…

• Showcase what you have done
o Use to promote to the newspapers, legislatures, public
o Honor the teachers, staff, and students for their hard work

• If only a few showcase it even more and let the data tell the story

• Data Transparency required - share it through your lens first
• Ask for help before you feel overwhelmed

o Stress does not help data validation

• OPI is here to help

Incentive



Resources at OPI.MT.GOV

E-Grants Login Page:
https://egrants.opi.mt.gov/opigmsweb/logon.aspx

https://egrants.opi.mt.gov/opigmsweb/logon.aspx
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