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Dropouts, 
Graduates, 

Cohorts, & Future 
Ready

DROPOUTS GRADUATES

COHORTS



GRADUATE

 There are two calculations for high school graduates. 

 1st is the High School Completion rate. This is based on 
the number of students who complete high school 
graduation requirements. 

 2nd is the Cohort Graduation rate. This rate is based on the 
number of students who start in 9th grade, adjusted for 
transfers in and out, and graduate 4 years later. 

 This rate is required to be reported to the US 
Department of Education. 



GRADUATE 
VERIFICATION

 Students with the End Status of 400: Graduated are counted as both state 
graduates and included in the Federal graduation rate.  Students with 
the End Status 410: Graduation Alt Authorized by MCA, are counted 
as state graduates only. 

 All graduates must have a:

 Diploma Date

 Diploma Type

 Diploma Period

 Date 1st entered 9th Grade

Validation Group: Graduate Data Validations (Select Graduation Year)



STANDARD 
ON-TIME 

GRADUATE

 Graduates from High School 4 years from the time 
enrolled in 9th grade

 Graduates from high school by completing graduation 
requirements in 7 semesters of less

 Graduates from high school after more than 4 years 
from the time enrolled in 9th grade, as per the student’s 
IEP



EARLY 
GRADUATE

 Defined as students who complete graduation 
requirements prior to the end of the 8th semester of 
high school. 

 To be included in a district’s ANB count, in accordance 
with ARM 10.20.102, early graduates must be:

 Enrolled in grade 12 on the Fall Count Date; and

 Grade in the 7th semester, prior to the Spring Count Date



EARLY GRADUATE

 Student Information > General > 
Graduation

 Diploma Date, Diploma Type, 
Diploma Period

 Date First Entered the 9th Grade 
and Federal Re-assigned Cohort 
End Year driven from 1st date 
entered 9th grade



DID YOU 
KNOW???

When you end date 
graduating Seniors, you 
can enter the 
Graduation information 
in on the same 
screen!?!?!



EARLY 
GRADUATE

 Student Information > General Student Administration > 
Enrollment End Batch Wizard

 Select your current year HS and 12th grade

 Enter in the appropriate end date, local end status of 400: 
Graduated

 Graduation Details – the 3 D’s:
 Date, Diploma Type, and Diploma Period!!!



ALTERNATIVE 
GRADAUTION 

OPTIONS: Code 
410

• Enrollment End Status 410: Graduation ALT Authorized 
by MCA

• 10-10-1402, MCA

• A district diploma is granted to a student enrolled in the MT 
Youth Challenge program based on a variety of factors, at 
the discretion of the local board of trustees.

• This End Status is not included for Federal cohort reporting, 
as the student does not meet the state minimum credit 
requirements for graduation. 

• A corresponding Diploma Date, Diploma Type and Diploma 
Period are required. 

• High School Equivalency Exam utilized to measure academic 
proficiency (HiSET – score of at least 45 or GED score of at 
least 145) .

https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0100/chapter_0010/part_0140/section_0020/0100-0010-0140-0020.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0100/chapter_0010/part_0140/section_0020/0100-0010-0140-0020.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0100/chapter_0010/part_0140/section_0020/0100-0010-0140-0020.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0100/chapter_0010/part_0140/section_0020/0100-0010-0140-0020.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0100/chapter_0010/part_0140/section_0020/0100-0010-0140-0020.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0100/chapter_0010/part_0140/section_0020/0100-0010-0140-0020.html


ALTERNATIVE 
GRADAUTION 

OPTIONS: 
Code 410

• Enrollment End Status 410: Graduation ALT Authorized 
by MCA

• 20-3-110, MCA

• The superintendent of public instruction may grant a 
proficiency-based diploma to a student who has exhausted 
the possibility of earning a high school diploma. The student 
must demonstrate proficiency, perseverance, and dedication 
under rules adopted by the superintendent. 

• This End Status is not included for Federal cohort reporting, 
as the student does not meet the state minimum credit 
requirements for graduation. 

• A corresponding Diploma Date, Diploma Type and Diploma 
Period are required. 

• High School Equivalency Exam utilized to measure academic 
proficiency (HiSET – score of at least 54 or GED score of at 
least 174) . 

https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0100/0200-0030-0010-0100.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0100/0200-0030-0010-0100.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0100/0200-0030-0010-0100.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0100/0200-0030-0010-0100.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0100/0200-0030-0010-0100.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0100/0200-0030-0010-0100.html


ALTERNATIVE 
GRADAUTION 

OPTIONS: State 
Minimum

• GRADUATION DIPLOMA TYPE 05: State Minimum

• 20-7-1330, MCA

• A student who experiences an educational disruption in 
grades 9-12, defined as a disruption caused by 
homelessness, involvement in the child welfare system or 
juvenile justice system, a medical or mental health crisis or 
another event considered a qualifying educational 
disruption by the trustees of the district, may be awarded a 
diploma if they meet the minimum state graduation 
requirements, but not the higher credit requirements of the 
district. 

•  This diploma type does count for Federal cohort reporting, 
as the student meets the minimum state requirement for 
graduation. 

• End Status of 400: Graduated is required. 

• Diploma Date and Diploma Period are required.

https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0130/section_0300/0200-0070-0130-0300.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0130/section_0300/0200-0070-0130-0300.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0130/section_0300/0200-0070-0130-0300.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0130/section_0300/0200-0070-0130-0300.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0130/section_0300/0200-0070-0130-0300.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0130/section_0300/0200-0070-0130-0300.html


Special 
Education 

Graduation and 
Exiting

STUDENTS WITH AN IEP CANNOT GRADUATE BASED ON 
IEP GOALS

Special Education Graduation Guidance

https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Special%20Education/Guides/MT%20Special%20Education%20Guidance%20Chapter%201%20Graduation.pdf


Special 
Education and 

Exiting

Under 34 C.F.R. 300.320(a)(2), each child’s IEP must include a 
statement of measurable annual goals, including academic and 
functional goals, designed to: 

(1) meet the child’s needs that result from the child’s disability, to 
enable the child to be involved in and make progress in the 
general education curriculum, and 

(2) meet each of the child’s other educational needs that result from 
the child’s disability. Although the use of standards-based IEPs 
has greatly expanded, IEP goals cannot serve as a proxy for 
determining whether a student has met a State’s grade-level 
academic content standards. Therefore, a diploma based on 
meeting IEP goals will not provide a sufficient basis for 
determining that the student has met a State’s grade-level 
academic content standards; rather, it will only demonstrate that 
the student has attained his or her IEP goals during the annual 
period covered by the IEP. Therefore, a diploma based on 
attainment of IEP goals, regardless of whether the IEP goals are 
fully aligned with a State’s grade-level content standards, should 
not be treated as a regular high school diploma.



Special 
Education and 

Exiting

Administrative Rule of Montana 10.55.805(4) provides that 
a student “eligible to receive special education services 
as identified under IDEA and who has successfully 
completed the goals identified on an individualized 
education program [IEP] for high school completion shall 
be awarded a diploma.” This section has been interpreted 
to mean that a student with disabilities can be awarded a 
diploma if they complete their IEP goals. However, that 
interpretation is in violation of the IDEA. If a student with 
disabilities is awarded a diploma for IEP goal completion, 
that is not considered a “regular high school diploma” 
under the IDEA and does not limit the obligation to make 
FAPE available to the student.



Special 
Education and 

Exiting

The IDEA requires Montana to make a FAPE available to 
eligible students until they turn 22. E.R.K., 728 F.3d at 986. 
However, if a student with disabilities graduates from high 
school with a regular high school diploma, that terminates 
the student’s IDEA eligibility and the school’s obligation 
to provide a FAPE. 34 CFR300.102(a)(3).



Special 
Education and 

Exiting

• Coding Graduates with an IEP 

• Student with an IEP meets district or state-minimum 
graduation requirements = REGULAR DIPLOMA

• No further obligation to provide services

• Student with an IEP completes the MT Youth Challenge 
Program and the student is eligible for a proficiency-
based diploma from the resident school district.

• The student may receive a district diploma, but that 
diploma does not end the district's obligation for 
providing special education services

Students with an IEP who do not complete a credit-
based diploma are treated like any other student who 
did not complete graduation requirements except:
The district has an obligation to provide FAPE through 
the student's 22nd birthday.



Special 
Education and 

Exiting

Each year the U.S. Department of Education requires 
states to report a count of students ages 14-21 with 
disabilities (IDEA) who were receiving special education 
services on July 1 and will not be receiving special 
education services in your district as of June 30.

Exit information needs to be entered for any student who: 
• Is found no longer eligible

• A revocation of consent filed

• Moves out of your district 

• Graduates 

• Drops out 

• Dies 

• Reaches Maximum Age



Special 
Education and 

Exiting

SPED Exit Reasons Affecting Graduation

23 Graduated with a regular high school diploma. 
These are students who complete district/state graduation 
requirements and receive a high school diploma identical 
to that for which students without disabilities are eligible. 
A regular diploma does not include a recognized 
equivalent of a diploma, such as a general equivalency 
diploma, certificate of completion, certificate of 
attendance, or similar lesser credential. These students 
should have an enrollment End Status code of ‘400: 
Graduated’ with Diploma Type code of ’01: Regular 
Diploma’ or ‘05: State Minimum’. The High School 
Graduation editor in the IEP should be designated as ‘The 
student is expected to graduate with a regular 
diploma…’.



Special 
Education and 

Exiting

SPED Exit Reasons Affecting Graduation
32 Received a certificate or credential other than a 
regular high school diploma. These are students who 
received some other credential such as a certificate of 
completion or modified diploma. This includes students 
that did not meet the same standards for graduation as 
those students without disabilities as set out in ARM 
10.55.905 including when the content standards were 
modified. Additionally this includes students enrolled in 
the Montana Youth Challenge Program (MCA 10-10-1402) 
who receive a district diploma based upon proficiency 
and a proficiency based diploma issued by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (MCA 20-3-110), 
these students should have an enrollment End Status of 
'410: Graduation Alt Authorized MCA'. These students are 
still eligible for a free and appropriate public education if 
they have not reached the maximum age of eligibility



A day without 
sunshine is like, 
you know, night.



PEAK 
PLANTING 
SEASON

 A snapshot of the district’s dropouts is collected from 
schools on the 30th of September. 

 Dropout data is collected for all schools serving grades 
7 through 12 for students meeting the definition of a 
dropout during the previous school year. Students who 
drop out in the current year, even if the last date of 
enrollment is prior to September 30th, will be collected 
in the following year. 

 MT High School Completer & Dropout Data Collection 
Handbook

DROPOUTS

https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/AIM/2%20AIM%20USER%20GUIDES/2025.Montana%20High%20School%20Completer%20and%20Dropout%20Data%20Collection%20Handbook.pdf?ver=2025-10-03-223145-773
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/AIM/2%20AIM%20USER%20GUIDES/2025.Montana%20High%20School%20Completer%20and%20Dropout%20Data%20Collection%20Handbook.pdf?ver=2025-10-03-223145-773
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/AIM/2%20AIM%20USER%20GUIDES/2025.Montana%20High%20School%20Completer%20and%20Dropout%20Data%20Collection%20Handbook.pdf?ver=2025-10-03-223145-773


PEAK 
PLANTING 
SEASON

 Example: Student drops out Oct. 31st, 2025 – 

 By which date do you have to figure out where they 
went? And ultimately, change their status from 
Dropout to “transfer to” or an alternative end status

 September 30th, 2025

 September 30th, 2026

 September 30th, 2027

 September 30th, 2028

 Answer:

 SEPTEMBER 30th, 2026

DROPOUTS



PEAK 
PLANTING 
SEASON

 Example: Student completes the current 25-26 school 
year, but never returns for the next grade level in 26-27

 What do we do with the enrollment? 

 Answer:

 Keep the 25-26 data intact with the Local End Status of 100: 
End of year, returning to the same school next year

 Have a 1 day enrollment in 26-27 with the dropout status

 Gives you until Sept. 30th, 2027 to locate the student

DROPOUTS



PEAK 
PLANTING 
SEASON

DROPOUTS



DROPOUT 
CODES



Dropout Code 300 MUST be accompanied by one of 
the above:



Example of a dropout:



Is my student a dropout?



Is my student a dropout?
Please note the Job Corps interlocal agreement has 

provisions – contact OPI for clarification 

YES          NO



Is my student a dropout?

YES          NO



DO NOT REMOVE STUDENT 
FROM A COHORT

Legit call OPI if you think this needs 
to happen… 



Future Ready 
Chaos

 History: 
 HB 252 (2025) – also known as 

the STARS Act

 Adds a Future Ready payment 
to the district’s BASE budget

 Three goal levels to determine 
funding (based on the max per-
ANB payment for the budget 
year)

 Level 1 = 15 or more “points”

 Level 2 = 30 or more “points”

 Level 3 = Associate-level degree



FUTURE 
READY

The district with the graduation record gets 10% of 
the high school maximum per-ANB payment for 
every Level 1, 20% of the high school maximum 
per-ANB payment for every Level 2, and 30% of 
the high school maximum per-ANB payment for 
every Level 3.

The district where the student was counted for 
Spring ANB in their 8th grade year gets 10% of the 
elementary school maximum per-ANB payment 
for every Level 1, 20% of the elementary 
maximum per-ANB payment for every Level 2, 
and 30% of the elementary maximum per-ANB 
payment for every Level 3.



FUTURE 
READY

Components:

 Industry-Recognized Credentials 
(IRC)

Dual Credit Courses

AP/IB Courses and Test Scores

Concurrent Credit

Associate-Level Degree



FUTURE 
READY
(IRC)

The Department of Labor and Industry 
adopts (in Administrative Rule) a list of 
industry-recognized credentials, 
combinations of credentials and work-
based learning experiences – and their 
associated credit (point) values.

Credit (point) values are accumulated in 3 
credit (point) increments.

Some experiences may be “stackable” 
(multiple credentials to get to 3 points).



FUTURE 
READY
(IRC)

Question 1: What if a student receives a 
credential, but the credential isn’t approved 
until next year?

 Credentials earned in a prior year may be 
counted if approved in a subsequent year 
(contact OPI for guidance).

Question 2: What is a credential is no longer 
approved? Will the student still get credit?

 Credentials no longer approved will be 
counted if the student started while it was still 
approved and finishes in the current school 
year.



FUTURE READY
(IRC)

IRCs are recorded as Assessments using the 
state-published framework. Choose the 
credential and enter the date earned.

Student Information > General > Assessment



FUTURE 
READY

DUAL CREDIT

Dual Credit courses are accepted both for college 
credit and for high school credit.  The instructor 
may be a high school teacher approved by the 
university or a college professor. 

Districts are currently indicating courses as Dual 
Credit using a checkbox on the Course 
Information tab. Indicator will be moved from 
checkbox to Type (code DC: Dual Credit)

Additional indicators for Institution, College Credit 
and Credit Type (semester, quarter) have been 
added.

**Student is not required to opt in for college credit 
to be eligible for Future Ready “points” (credit)



FUTURE 
READY

DUAL CREDIT



FUTURE 
READY

DUAL CREDIT

The Student Section Detail is used to 
track additional information for a 
student taking a course.

Dual Credit: Eligibility for 
transcripted credit (students must 
meet requirements for credit, but 
do not have to receive credit on a 
collegiate transcript to be eligible 
for Future Ready credit)



FUTURE 
READY

DUAL CREDIT

Dual Credit: What if my student 
takes the course but doesn’t 
complete the paperwork for the 
college?

If they complete the course and 
have not submitted paperwork or 
enrolled or paid for the College 
course, they still count as Dual 
Credit. They completed the 
course. 



FUTURE 
READY

DUAL CREDIT



FUTURE 
READY
AP/IB 

COURSES

Students taking AP/IB courses may be 
eligible for Future Ready “points” – based 
on their test scores.

The Montana Board of Regents has 
approved Future Ready equivalents for 
each test and score.

No new Course fields are required:  AP/IB 
courses are already identified by the 
course code!



FUTURE 
READY
AP/IB 

COURSES



FUTURE 
READY
AP/IB 

COURSES

The Student Section Detail is used to 
track additional information for a 
student taking a course.

AP Courses: Test Scores 

 IB Courses: Test Scores and IB test 
level (SL, HL)

**We are exploring the option to 
upload AP test scores and publish to 
districts



FUTURE READY 
CONCURRENT 

COURSES 

Students may be taking college courses 
that are not eligible for high school 
credit.  These courses may be taken 
outside of the regular school day and/or 
the regular school year. 

Student will bring a collegiate transcript 
to prove completion.

Concurrent credits are entered as courses. 
Select CC: Concurrent Credit under Type 
on the Course Information tab.  Indicate 
Institution, College Credit, and Credit 
Type (Semester, Quarter).



FUTURE READY 
CONCURRENT 

COURSES 



FUTURE READY 
CONCURRENT 

COURSES 

Use requests and rosters ONLY before school starts – Walk-in Scheduler during the school Year



FUTURE 
READY

ASSOCIATE 
DEGREE

Students who complete an Associate-Level 
Degree prior to high school graduation 
count as Future Ready Level 3.

Student bring a collegiate transcript to 
prove completion. Associate Degree 
information is entered on the Graduation 
tab – under State Seal Information. 

Fields include Degree, Institution, Credits 
Earned, and Credit Type.

Pathway: Student Information > General > 
Graduation



FUTURE 
READY

ASSOCIATE 
DEGREE



FUTURE 
READY

Data Validations



FUTURE 
READY

What's Next?
 More reports

 Data entry by districts

 Hands on assistance (TEAMS, in-person)

 Certification by October 30, 2026



HOMEWORK

 Run the reports below in Reporting > Data Validation > 
Validation Groups OR Reports

 Graduate Data Validations (Select Graduation Year)

 Cohort Data Validations (Select Graduation Year)

 Dropout Data Validations (Select Graduation Year)

 Future Ready Course and Roster Information

 Review AP Courses and Rosters

 Review Dual Credit Courses and Rosters

 Review International Baccalaureate Courses and Rosters

 Review Industry Ready Credentials (IRC's)



Thanks for joining us!
maskinner@mt-schools.org

mailto:maskinner@mt-schools.org
mailto:maskinner@mt-schools.org
mailto:maskinner@mt-schools.org
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