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WIDA Mission, Vision, and Values

WIDA draws its strength from its mission, vision, and values—the Can Do Philosophy, innovation, service, 
collaboration, and social justice. This belief system underscores the cultural, social, emotional, and 
experiential assets of multilingual learners, their families, and educators. It acts as a unifying force 
that gives the consortium its strength of conviction and action throughout the PreK-12 education 
community. 

From English Language Learners to Multilingual Learners

Multilingual learners 
refers to all children 
and youth who are, or 
have been, consistently 
exposed to multiple 
languages.	

As part of its asset-based belief system, WIDA uses the term 
“multilingual learners” to describe all students who come in 
contact with and/or interact in languages in addition to English 
on a regular basis. They include students who are commonly 
referred to as English language learners (ELLs), dual language 
learners (DLLs), newcomers, students with interrupted formal 
schooling (SIFE), long-term English learners (L-TELs), English 
learners with disabilities, gifted and talented English learners, 
heritage language learners, students with English as an 
additional language (EAL), and students who speak varieties of 
English or indigenous languages.

Throughout the field of K-12 education, you will encounter various terms to describe multilingual 
learners. For example, ESSA (2015) uses the term “English learners” (ELs). For policy purposes, the 
five original WIDA ELD Standards Statements (2004) maintain the term “English language learners.” 
However, in an effort to encourage the field to use terminology that is asset-based and inclusive, WIDA 
began to use the term “multilingual learners.” You will see this term used throughout this document, 
starting with the Guiding Principles of Language Development on the next page. 

Mission
WIDA advances academic 
language development and 
academic achievement for  
children and youth who are 
culturally and linguistically  
diverse through high quality 
standards, assessments, research, 
and professional learning for 
educators.


