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Presentation Overview

1. FY2020 Score Reports 
2. Individual Score Reports
3. Printing Individual Score Reports
4. Sending Reports Home
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Contained in this presentation are the following updates:







Why Individual Score Reports? 
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Parent Notice
• Federal Requirement: provide parents with transparency on testing including 

participation requirements, time requirements, and information available from 
the assessments in a timely manner (ESEA Section 1112)

• State Requirement: district must use guidance provided by the Office of Public 
Instruction to inform parents/guardians about statewide assessments (ARM 
10.56.102(6) & ARM 10.55.603(3)-(4))

Parent Outreach
• Federal Requirement: districts must provide timely individual student reports 

to parents, teachers, and principals and to include the results on local report 
cards (ESEA Section 1111)

• State Requirement: To facilitate transparency, the statewide assessment 
results released to the public shall be accompanied by a clear statement of the 
purpose, subject areas assessed, description of proficiency levels, and the 
percentage of students who participated in the assessments (ARM 10.56.105(2) 
§20-7-104, MCA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of the statewide testing requirement, per state and federal law, districts are required to notify parents of upcoming statewide assessment participation and time requirements. 

Parent Notice of Testing
Federal Requirement:
This is essentially asking that schools send home a notification of statewide assessments that will occur at the school including the 
(i) the subject matter assessed;
(ii) the purpose for which the assessment is designed and used;
(iii) the source of the requirement for the assessment; and
(iv) where such information is available—
(I) the amount of time students will spend
taking the assessment, and the schedule for the
assessment; and
(II) the time and format for disseminating results.

State Requirement: This encompasses the notification letter prior to testing. 


Per state and federal requirement, statewide assessment individual score reports are required to be sent home with a parent letter after testing is complete. 
Parent Outreach
Federal Requirement: districts must provide timely individual student reports to parents, teachers, and principals and to include the results on local report cards (ESEA Sections 1111(b)(2)(B)(x) and (xii) and 1111(h)(1)(C)(ii) and (2)(C) )

State Requirement: The scores are posted publicly on the GEMS website. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we dive into the individual score reports I want to spend a little bit of time talking about the FY2020 Score Reports despite the fact that statewide testing has been waived in Montana. Remember, that any scores this spring will not be used for accountability or participation requirements. 



FY2020: Test Count

• Accredited & Public Schools Student Count 
in grades 3-8 is 80,458 based on February 28 
data. 

• One student is eligible for four Smarter 
Balanced tests: 
– ELA CAT
– ELA PT
– Math CAT
– Math PT
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80,458
X       4

321,832

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All references to score reports refer to the Smarter Balanced assessments. This was the only testing window open prior to the school closures. MSAA, science and alternate science testing windows were not open at the time schools went to remote learning so no student opened any of these assessments. 

It is important to note the distinction between number of students taking the Smarter Balanced and the number of tests available. 
As of February 28 ,2020 there were 70,163 students in Montana eligible to take the Smarter Balanced test 
Now multiply this student number by four, which is the number of tests one student is eligible to take, and you get the total number of tests. 

SLIDE TRANSITION TO MATH PROBLEM



Scoring Rules

1. If a student completes the math CAT & PT without completing the ELA 
CAT & PT, those students receive a score report. And vice versa.

2. Any incomplete tests have been force-completed and provided with a 
score. 

3. If both the CAT and PT tests have one item answered the test will receive 
a score. 
i. All the unanswered PT items will be marked incorrect
ii. The unanswered operational CAT items will be scored as incorrect 

with the exception of select cases where simulated item parameters 
can be applied based on the number of student responses marked 
initially. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Scoring Rules have been in place since 2015 and will be implemented for the FY2020 release of score reports where applicable. 

Read the points in order…



Score Report: Tests
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2%

98%

FY2020 Smarter Balanced Assessment
Score Reports

Completed Tests

Total Tests

Completed 5686
Started/No Score 749
Total Tests 6435
Total Students 80,458
Possible Tests 321,832
Total Scores 1.7%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that this chart is reporting the number of student submitted/force-completed tests at 5,686.
The number of tests that were started that will not be receiving a score is 749. 
The number of reported test scores is 2.02% of the total number of tests that were required FY2020. 
It’s worth mentioning that these scores are only available online in the Online Reporting System (ORS) within the TIDE portal and are not to be used for accountability or participation purposes. 



Score Report: Students

8

2%

98%

FY2020: Smarter Balanced
Students Tested

Students w/ Scores

Eligible Students

Schools 23

Students w/ Scores 1,385

Eligible Students 80,458

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This report focuses on the number of students and schools across Montana who have received score reports. Because an individual student is eligible for four tests the number of students who have received a score this year comes in at 1,385 which is lower than the number of tests in the previous slide as is to be expected. The ratio of students who are receiving score reports is very similar to the number of tests completed. 
There are 23 schools who have received score reports for their students this year. The total number of schools in Montana eligible for Smarter Balanced assessments is 837, which makes the 22 schools receiving scores approximately 2.6% of the total schools eligible. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The intent of the next four slides is to orient yourself with the individual score report in general. 



Individual Score Report
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Student Information: 
The table includes the 
student’s name, SSID, 
overall scale score and 
achievement level. 

Scale Score & Overall Performance: 
The barrel chart visually depicts the 
student’s performance level based 

on his/her overall scale score. It also 
includes a brief description of the 

performance level.   

Comparison Scores: This table 
includes the average MT scale 
score, district and school that 

the student attends

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an overview of the individual score report. We will break down this report into individual component parts in order to better understand the data and effectively communicate this to parents.  

First of all, this column has the student information including the name, SSID, overall scale score, and the achievement level. 
This barrel chart shows the students performance level based on his/her overall scale score. It also includes a brief description of the performance level. 
Finally, you have the comparison scores on the right-hand side of the report that includes the scale score averages for Montana, the district, and school of the student. 
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Trent Reports
Trend Reports: They display the overall performance of a student in ELA over 

time. For each testing window, the report displays the average scale score and 
the associated standard error. Scores from previous years represent a student’s 

individual score from that year’s testing window. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the bottom of the first page you have the trend data, which shows the overall performance scale score, with the standard error of measurement, of the student within the subject area of the report. A student’s previous year’s scores are included to provide the larger trend data view. 
The driving question should be: “Are these differences over time significant? Why, or why not?” 
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Performance Claims: 
Shows the student 

scores on each claim 

The black line 
indicates the student’s 
score on a claim, while 

the dark green 
rectangle represents 

the range of likely 
scores the student 

would receive if they 
took the test multiple 

times. 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second page of the score report displays the student performance claim and whether it is below, at, or above the standard reference. This is the barrel chart broken down into claim areas within the subject, which in this case is ELA.  
On the left-hand side you see the claim areas labeled (i.e.:Reading, Writing, Listening & Research/Inquiry). Math will have three claim areas rather than the four you see for ELA. 
Note that the black line on the scale indicates the student’s score on a claim, while the green bar represents the range of likely scores the student would receive if they took the test again.  





Interpretation of the 
student’s results 

Next Steps: 
Recommendations on 
how to improve the 

student’s 
performance. 

Performance 
on the Writing 

test that 
requires an 

essay. 

If Writing 
cannot be 

scored reasons 
for such are 

provided. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shifting over to the right side of the student report, you will see practical interpretations of the performance claim report.
The section titled What These Results Mean, interpret the scale score results to offer clarity. 
Under the section titled Next Steps, recommendations are provided on steps the educator can take to improve the student’s performance in the specific claim being viewed. 
Finally, at the bottom of the individual student score report, you will see a report on the essay if an essay has been assigned within this subject area. ELA reports will include Performance Reports on Writing, whereas math will not have a writing report because an essay is not required in the math assessment. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will now look at how to print individual score reports. 



Printing Student Scores

Districts will be required 
to print out & send home 
individual student scores 
in 2021.  

• PDF’s can be printed 
from the Online 
Reporting System in 
the AIR portal. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you recall in previous years, the score reports were mailed to the district to be distributed to parents. Starting this year, districts are going to be required to print out and send home individual student scores.







Where is my Summative 
Assessment Data?

Go to:  
mt.portal.airast.org

Click on:
● Smarter Balanced
● Online Reporting 

System
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first place you want to go to is the AIR portal at mt.portal.airast.org. You will have a screen where all of the statewide assessments are listed on the left hand side. Select Smarter Balanced. 
You will then see a screen with 12 tiles as shown on the slide. Select the Online Reporting System. To protect student data privacy you are going to be required to log in.  

As a side-bar if you do not have an account in the AIR portal you need to contact your district System Test Coordinator, who can create an account for you. Per state policy and to ensure data privacy OPI provides one user role to a district and then that person creates user roles in the district. 



Score Reports: Two Places 

• Export Excel data
• PDF Score 

Reports for 
parents

• Visually see reports
• Grade and Teacher 

level
• Claims + Target level

trends over the years 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
After selecting Online Reporting System, you will see a screen with two buttons. The first tab is titled Retrieve Student Results and is the place where you can download Excel spreadsheets and the Individual Score Reports in PDF format. 

The second tab titled Score Reports lets you visually see score reports in different formats with subject, claim and target level data. This is the place you want to visit when determining how a school/district is performing as a whole. This second tab is what the majority of educators will access for score reports. I have an entire presentation on reviewing the data using the Score Reports but for today we will focus on printing individual score reports. 



Online Reporting System
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The default on this tab 
is Student Data. Make 
sure to change that to 

PDF’s of Student 
Reports

The default is the 
current year.

You can select  All 
Grades or select 

specific grades per 
your discretion. Ready to print? 

Select Export to 
Inbox. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The screen you will see after selecting Retrieve Student Results will look very similar to the one on the screen right now.   

The Report Type default for this report is Student Data, which is a downloaded Excel spreadsheet. Unless you work with Excel spreadsheets quite a bit you will find this type of report a mass of data with no clarity on what it means. Make sure you select PDF’s of Student Reports.  
The Test type defaults to Smarter Summative, which is what we want. 
The Administration defaults to the current year, which we want. This is where you can pull previous year score reports. For example, you have a student who transferred into the district from another accredited/public school in Montana, this is where you will find their score reports. Score reports follow a student around. 
The Tested Grade can be selected for all grades or only the grades you are wanting to print our reports. 
Once you have all the selections set to where you want them, select Export to Inbox    




Individual Student Reports
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you have selected Export to Inbox you will find the downloaded PDF report in the Inbox. 
You will find the Individual Student Score Reports in a PDF format and you simply print them in color. 
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Home with a 
Parent Letter 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you have the score reports printed and ready to send to parents, let’s focus on best practices in doing so. 



Parent Notification of Scores
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Accompany 
individual student 

reports with a 
parent letter

Parent letter 
template available 

on Assessment 
webpage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Per the slide at the beginning of this session outlining the why of individual score reports one of the federal and state requirements is to send home score reports to parents alongside an explanation of how to help parents interpret their child’s score. 

OPI offers a template for districts/schools they may use to accompany the individual score reports. 
The parent letter template is available on the Assessment webpage and will also be highlighted in our monthly newsletters. 



Parent-Teacher Conferences

• Ensure that all parents/guardians have 
received their child’s score reports by the fall 
Parent-Teacher Conferences. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is recommended that you wait to send score reports home until after the testing window closes. 

For best practices all districts/schools are encouraged to ensure that individual student score reports are sent home no later than the fall parent-teacher conferences. 



What can parents do with the 
results?

• Support their child’s learning at home –
particularly in growth areas

• Work with teachers to develop strategies to 
improve student performance

• Encourage children

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parents are able to use their child’s score information in various ways: 
They can support their child’s learning at home…for example the score report we have been looking at today, parents could support their child in the reading at home. 
Parents can also work with educators to develop strategies to support the student. When teachers and parents collaborate, the outcome can be very powerful to increase student learning. 
Parents can also help encouraging their child. 



Resources for Parents

• Starting Smarter website
– Designed for parents to better understand their 

child’s score reports

https://mt.startingsmarter.org/

A website designed 
for parents to 

better understand 
score reports. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A great resource OPI has unrolled this fall is a website designed specifically for parents to better understand their child’s Smarter Balanced score reports. It’s important to note that this website does not house any data but focuses instead on engaging parents with their child’s learning. 
1. The website is publicly accessible and is [state site name] 

Schools/districts are encouraged to include the website link to parent letters when they send home score reports. 



Resources for Parents Slide 2
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https://mt.startingsmarter.org/

Parents can view 
test questions by 

subject, grade, and 
area.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. The Starting Smarter website for parents includes test questions specific by subject, grade and area to allow parents to see sample test questions their child would see on the assessment. The test questions on this site are all retired test questions from previous years of assessment. 



Resources for Parents Slide 3
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https://mt.startingsmarter.org/

Parents can take a 
practice test.   

Parents can 
download a guide 
for Parent-Teacher 

Conferences.   

A web portal to 
access support 

materials for the 
child.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additionally, the website offers resources to parents which include
The Learning Hero portal link that provides support material for students across all subject areas and grades, 
It also offers a guide to help prepare parents for parent-teacher conferences, and 
Parents can choose to take a practice test to see the format, structure and type of questions on an assessment. 



Remember … 
This Is Where Change Happens
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The assessment 
system is 
designed to 
support teachers 
in facilitating 
student mastery 
of state 
standards. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In conclusion, I believe this slide is the most critical piece of this entire session. Academic change really happens within the classroom and the more we can support educators and engage parents the more positive change we can expect to see. �
�



Questions?
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Duane Schlabach
Assessment Specialist

Montana Office of Public Instruction
Phone: 406.444.0748

E-mail:  Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you have any questions, I will be available at the back of the room. 

mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
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