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Dear Parent or Guardian:
Last spring, Montana students took the Smarter Balanced Assessment in both mathematics and English language arts. The Smarter Balanced Assessment is Montana’s measure of student performance on the state content standards for English language arts and mathematics. These content standards establish goals for what all students should know and be able to do. These adaptive online assessments go beyond multiple-choice questions to include extended response and technology-enhanced items, as well as performance tasks that allow students to demonstrate critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 
Your student’s Smarter Balanced Assessment reports have been created and designed to deliver accurate assessment data that readers can understand. To assist you in reading and understanding your student’s report, attached/included you will find the Smarter Balanced Assessment Interpretive Guide, which provides a more detailed explanation of the results reports. Here are some highlights for this report:
· Students will receive a separate scale score for mathematics and English language arts. 
· Scale scores are reported with different ranges for mathematics and English language arts. 
· Student performance is reported by achievement levels, that is, Level 1 through 4. 
· Students who score a Level 3 or 4 are considered as performing at or above proficient.
· Level 4 indicates that a student demonstrates advanced progress needed for success in future course work.
· Level 3 indicates that a student demonstrates progress needed for success in future course work.
· Students who score a Level 1 or 2 are not considered as proficient.
· Level 2 indicates that a student requires further development to meet proficiency.
· Level 1 indicates that the student needs substantial improvement to meet proficiency.
· Claim descriptions indicate performance on groups of questions that measure similar skills.
To see how your school is performing over time and compared to other schools in Montana, visit the OPI’s GEMS page at gems.opi.mt.gov. 
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