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Assessment Resources  
Quick Links 

• OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 
• Test Window Calendar 
• Statewide Testing Webpages 
• Test Security 
• Test Participation & Eligibility 
• Learning for Educators 
• Stay Informed with Assessment 

Updates 
• Annual Data & Assessment 

Conference 
 

Important Upcoming Dates 

September 16 – MSAA Score 
Reports removed from website 
October 31 – Deadline for STC 
affirmation of Test Security 

mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov?subject=Assessment%20Bulletin%20Help
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/PublishedTestWindows_2020.pdf?ver=2019-08-30-121433-490
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Educator-Opportunities
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Test-Security
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCas/Participation-Eligibility
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Educator-Opportunities
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/OPI-Data-and-Assessment-Conference
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/OPI-Data-and-Assessment-Conference
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MontCAS 
This section pertains to any updates or news under the umbrella of the Montana Comprehensive Assessment System 
(MontCAS) program not specific to any one statewide assessment. 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 November 1 
System Test Coordinators (STC) should communicate with Authorized Representatives 
about being designated as the authorized STC in the TEAMS Application which is open 
from 9/2–11/1/2019. 

We estimate this will take 5 minutes to complete. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 Create Testing 
Accessibility Plan STCs must create testing plans for the 2019–2020 testing year. Find samples by 

following the link in the Resources & Supports table (below). STCs also indicate the 
plans are complete and on file locally via the MontCAS Application.  The OPI has the 
responsibility to monitor adherence to the test security requirements. Test security 
documents should be kept on file for at least three (3) years or as prescribed by local 
policies. The OPI may request copies of any test security documents for up to three 
years. 

 
Create Test 
Administration Action 
Plan 

 Create Testing Training 
Plan 

 Create Testing Security 
Plan 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 MontCAS User Guide This resource will help you navigate the tabs in the MontCAS Application and describe 
the tasks required of STCs in the MontCAS Application. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

Participation and Eligibility Alerts  
This section pertains to any updates or news under student participation and eligibility in the required statewide 
assessments.  

Test Security Alerts 
This section pertains to any updates or news under student participation and eligibility in the required statewide 
assessments.  

  

http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/School-Accreditation
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/TestAccessibilityActionPlan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-973
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/TestAccessibilityActionPlan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-973
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Administration_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-957
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Administration_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-957
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Administration_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-957
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/TestTrainingActionPlan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120324-270
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/TestTrainingActionPlan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120324-270
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Security_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-940
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Security_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-940
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmDefault.aspx
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
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Smarter Balanced 
ELA and Math 
This assessment must be annually administered to all students in Grades 3–8 (unless the child is eligible for the alternate) 
using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Link: https://mt.portal.airast.org/ 
Due This Month 

Due Date Complete 

 September 30th  

TIDE system opens September 18th. STCs should delete TIDE accounts for staff no 
longer with the school/district, or who should no longer have access to student 
score information to ensure student privacy and/or instruct TIDE roles beneath 
them to complete this task. In addition, new users should be added to the system 
at appropriate roles. Reminder: TA role is not able to access score reports. 

We estimate this will take_10_ minutes to complete this month. 
 
Timely Tasks 

Task Responsibility 

 
Send home ISRs (Individual 
Score Reports) 

Districts and schools received paper copies of ISRs in early September. Pursuant 
to ESSA, the ISRs must be sent home to parents. Include a copy of the Smarter 
Balanced Interpretive Guide with ISRs (linked below) and OPI-sample parent 
letter. 

 Review Student Results 
Take some time to review your students’, schools’, and districts’ results; 
investigate areas of weaknesses and strengths and use findings to guide 2019–20 
instructional planning. 

 
Resources and Supports 

Resource Support with… 

 What’s New Flyer This flyer highlights some key changes for test delivery system for this year. 

 
Smarter Balanced 
Interpretive Guide – color 
(Guide in  Greyscale) 

This guide should be sent home to parents with student ISRs to help parents 
understand student results. The guide can also be used to assist teachers at 
parent/teacher conferences. 

 Online Reporting System 
The Online Reporting System (ORS) on the AIR portal is for users to view 
individual student reports as well as class-, school-, and district-wide score 
averages. 

 ORS User Guide This resource will help users understand how to navigate the ORS to find data 
and score information. 

 TIDE User Roles Document This document gives an overview of the roles that can be assigned in TIDE and 
the permission levels assigned to each role. 

 MT Starting Smarter Share this link with parents to help them better understand their child’s Smarter 
Balanced score reports. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

mthelpdesk@air.org 877-365-7915 AIR Portal 

Smarter Balanced Alerts 
 Schools using the Online Reporting System (ORS) should use the ‘scores for my current students’ radio button to view 
the most up-to-date student demographic data to disaggregate these data by the available student subgroups in the 
interactive data dashboards.  

https://mt.portal.airast.org/
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Smarter%20Balanced%20Page/Administration/TIDE_NewYear_QuickGuide.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-160947-283
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuide.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuide.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuideFinalGray.pdf
https://sso2.airast.org/auth/realms/measuredprogress/login-actions/authenticate?client_id=SP_MONTANA_ORS_PROD&tab_id=-_Q8g-210X0
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/ORS_User_Guide.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/User_Roles_and_Access_2018-2019.pdf
https://mt.startingsmarter.org/
mailto:mthelpdesk@air.org
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
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ACT with Writing 
ELA and Mathematics 

This assessment must be annually administered to all students in Grade 11 (unless the child is eligible for the alternate) 
using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Link: Pearson Access Next 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month! 
 
Timely Tasks — 

Task Responsibility 

 Retrieve Score Results STCs can access and download district, school and individual student reports from 
PA Next. Score reports will only be available on PA Next through mid-October. 

 Review student results 
Take some time to review your students’, schools’, and districts’ results; 
investigate areas of weaknesses and strengths and use findings to guide 2019–20 
instructional planning. 

 Share comments on the new 
Science assessment 

The OPI is requesting your comments on Montana’s transition to a new set of 
science assessments. Fill out the survey with your thoughts. 

 
Resources and Supports — 

Resource Support with… 

 Interactive Student Report The Interactive Student Report provides sample information and explanations for 
details shown on the student report. 

 ACT Using Results site This ACT website has resources to help educators gain a deeper understanding of 
data to help students use their ACT score report to focus on next steps. 

 
Pearson Access Next (PA 
Next) 

The ACT management portal from which student, school, and district level reports 
can be downloaded. 

 PA Next User Guide This guide explains how to download reports. 
 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

 800-553-6244 Pearson Access Next (PA Next) 
Email Form 319-337-1270 State ACT Testing and District Testing 

 

ACT with Writing Alerts 
 The OPI recommends schools using the ACT Email Addresses to Whitelist to ensure all communications from the ACT 
are being delivered properly to ACT Test Coordinators. The ‘Whitelist’ is a list of email addresses to share with IT and 
Technology staff to ensure communications from these domains are not being blocked so Test Coordinators can receive 
timely communication regarding the administration of the ACT with Writing and the PreACT.  
 

https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montana-science-transition/
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/interactive_new_act_student_report.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-educator/resources.html
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/PANUserGuide-ACT.pdf
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/questions-about-your-act-scores.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/montana.html
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ACT%20Page/Training%20Tab/Whitelist_Emails.pdf?ver=2019-09-09-125009-920
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MSAA  
Alternate Assessment, ELA and Math 
This assessment must be annually administered to only students with significant cognitive disabilities in Grades 3–8 and 
11 using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Link: MSAA System 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 September 13, 2019 Score reports will be available for download from the MSAA system through 
September 13, 2019. Download reports prior to that date. 

We estimate this will take 15 minutes to complete this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 
Download school/district 
score reports 

STCs download score reports from the MSAA System prior to September 13, 2019. 
After that date, reports will no longer be accessible on the portal. 

 
Review users in the MSAA 
System 

STCs should review the users currently in the MSAA System. STCs should delete 
any users who have left the district or should no longer have access to student 
scores to ensure student confidentiality. 

 Send individual score 
reports home to parents 

Pursuant to ESSA, student score reports must be sent home to parents. Download 
and print the score report prior to September 13, 2019. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 MSAA System  This is the MSAA portal site for managing users of the system, test management, 
and retrieving score reports. 

 MSAA Interpretive Guide 
This resource provides information on each results report and suggestions for 
interpretation. The guide includes information that identifies the demonstrated 
skills of a student performing at a performance level. 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org  866-834-8879 MSAA System 
 

MSAA Alerts 
This section pertains to any updates or news for the MSAA required statewide assessment. There are no special alerts at 
this time. 
 

https://www.msaaassessment.org/user?destination=tap-dashboard
https://www.msaaassessment.org/user?destination=tap-dashboard
https://www.msaaassessment.org/user?destination=tap-dashboard
https://www.msaaassessment.org/user?destination=tap-dashboard
http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=RVGhDp_FBho%3d&portalid=182
mailto:MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org
https://www.msaaassessment.org/tap-dashboard
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Montana Science Assessment (MSA) 
Science  
In Spring 2019, the CRT-Science assessment was administered to all students in Grades 4, 8, and 10 (unless the student 
was eligible for the alternate) using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security. The new 
Montana Science Assessment will be field tested with all students in Grades 5, 8, and 11 in Spring 2020. 

Portal Links: AIR Portal 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month!  
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 Share comments on the 
new Science assessment 

The OPI is requesting your comments on Montana’s transition to a new set of 
science assessments. Fill out the survey with your thoughts. 

 Download Score Reports  Access score reports via the Montana Analysis and Reporting System (MARS). 
Contact the OPI Assessment Division for usernames and passwords. 

 Review Student Results 
Take some time to review your students’, schools’, and districts’ results; investigate 
areas of weaknesses and strengths and use findings to guide 2019–20 instructional 
planning. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 What’s New Flyer This flyer highlights some key changes for test delivery system for this year. 

 
Montana Analysis and 
Reporting System (MARS)  

This resource houses CRT-Science and CRT-Science Alt results. Note that the 
application works best using Internet Explorer. 

 MARS User Guide This resource provides step-by-step instructions for using the MARS. 

 CRT-Science Interpretive 
Guide 

This resource supports educators’ use of test data to better serve the academic 
needs of students and assists parents in understanding their childs’ score report(s). 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

mthelpdesk@air.org 877-365-7915 AIR Portal 
 
 

MSA Alerts 
 Share your comments via the Public Comment Survey and ensure that your voice is heard as plans for science 
assessment are finalized. You can also email your comments to OPIScienceTransition@mt.gov.

https://mt.portal.airast.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montana-science-transition/
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov?subject=MARS%20user/pass
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Smarter%20Balanced%20Page/Administration/TIDE_NewYear_QuickGuide.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-160947-283
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&amp;ProgramID=11&amp;ServiceID=29
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&amp;ProgramID=11&amp;ServiceID=29
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/09/MARS_User_and_Training_Guide_2018_Final.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
mailto:mthelpdesk@air.org
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://docs.google.com/forms/viewform?hl=en&id=12ouW9U0m_PdgIiH9cAuyeXqxKOjf72fzRFDM1fhNmrY
mailto:OPIScienceTransition@mt.gov
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Alternate Science Montana Assessment (AMSA)  
Science 
In Spring 2019, the CRT-Science Alternate assessment was administered to all students in Grades 4, 8, and using the OPI’s 
published guidance for test administration and test security. This new science assessment must be annually administered 
to only students with significant cognitive disabilities in Grades 5, 8, and 11 using the OPI’s published guidance for test 
administration and test security.  

Portal Links: AIR Portal 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month!  
 
Timely Tasks  

Manual Reference Responsibility 

 Share comments on the 
new Science assessment 

The OPI is requesting your comments on Montana’s transition to a new set of 
science assessments. Fill out the survey with your thoughts. 

 Download Score Reports  Access score reports via the Montana Analysis and Reporting System (MARS). 
Contact the OPI Assessment Division for usernames and passwords. 

 Review Student Results 
Take some time to review your students’, schools’, and districts’ results; investigate 
areas of weaknesses and strengths and use findings to guide 2019–20 instructional 
planning. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 
Montana Analysis and 
Reporting System (MARS)  

This resource houses CRT-Science and CRT-Science Alt results. Note that the 
application works best using Internet Explorer. 

 MARS User Guide This resource provides step-by-step instructions for using the MARS. 

 CRT-Science Interpretive 
Guide 

This resource supports educators’ use of test data to better serve the academic 
needs of students and assists parents in understanding their childs’ score report(s). 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

mthelpdesk@air.org 877-365-7915 AIR Portal 
 

MSA Alerts 
 Share your comments via the Public Comment Survey and ensure that your voice is heard as plans for science 
assessment are finalized. You can also email your comments to OPIScienceTransition@mt.gov. 

https://mt.portal.airast.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montana-science-transition/
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov?subject=MARS%20user/pass
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&amp;ProgramID=11&amp;ServiceID=29
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&amp;ProgramID=11&amp;ServiceID=29
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/09/MARS_User_and_Training_Guide_2018_Final.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
mailto:mthelpdesk@air.org
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://docs.google.com/forms/viewform?hl=en&id=12ouW9U0m_PdgIiH9cAuyeXqxKOjf72fzRFDM1fhNmrY
mailto:OPIScienceTransition@mt.gov
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ACCESS for ELLs 
English Language Proficiency Assessment 
This assessment must be annually administered to all students in Grades K–12 who are indicated to take the assessment 
based on the results of the WIDA Screener (unless the child is eligible for the alternate) using the OPI’s published 
guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Links: Training and Online Resources: https://wida.wisc.edu/ 
Assessment Management System (AMS): https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA 

 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 Immediate! Transition from TSM to COS SD software for ACCESS and Screener use. Read the 
bulletin posted in the General Information-Documents section of WIDA AMS. 

We estimate this will take 15 minutes to complete this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 Access Score Reports Access score results from the WIDA AMS site. 

 
WIDA Screener field 
testing 

Districts are encouraged to participate in the second round of field testing for the 
WIDA Kindergarten Screener from January 6 through February 28, 2020. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 COS-SD download  Acquiring and preparing the technology required for administering ACCESS for ELLs 
Online and WIDA Screener Online. See Notices below for more information. 

 Access Score Reports Select ‘Test Results’ from the ‘Report Delivery’ tab in the WIDA AMS.  
 
Questions? Contact 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

help@wida.us 866-876-7735 WIDA Training & Resources 
WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com 855-787-9615 WIDA Assessment Management Site 

 

ACCESS for ELLs Alerts 
 The Office of Public Instruction (OPI) is in the process of finalizing the WIDA Standards Validation Panel’s 
recommendation for proficiency for both the general and alternate English Language Proficiency assessments.  The 
recommendation to the Superintendent of Public Instruction is 4.7 cut score for the general ACCESS for ELLs assessment 
and a Level P2 for the alternate. These proficiency thresholds will not be in effect until the OPI has submitted these 
assessments for peer review and its request for amendment to the ESSA State Plan.  
  

https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://www.wida-ams.us/default.aspx?leapp=General+Information
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/Kindergarten%20Screener%20Field%20Testing.pdf?ver=2019-02-12-131759-610
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=b32f446f-8739-4787-a43d-bd9740579a54
https://www.wida-ams.us/default.aspx?leapp=Reports
mailto:help@wida.us
https://wida.wisc.edu/
mailto:WIDA@DataRecognitionCorp.com
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
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NAEP 
National and International Assessment Studies 
This assessment is administered to ONLY selected schools and students. This year NAEP will be given in mathematics and 
reading for ages 9, 13 and 17 (unless the child is eligible for the alternate). 

Portal Links: MyNAEP Login 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 September 6, 2019 Task 1: Register on MyNAEP: NAEP School Coordinator registers on MyNAEP by 
creating an account and accepting the MyNAEP Confidentiality Agreement. 

 September 6, 2019 Task 2: Provide School Information: NAEP School Coordinator confirms the school 
contact information and provides school information in MyNAEP. 

 September 13, 2019 
Task 3: Submit Age 13 Student List: All age 13 students with birth dates from 
January 1-December 31, 2006 shall be included in the lists regardless of grade. 
Note: This task is for schools selected for age 13 only. 

We estimate this will take 90 minutes to complete this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 Reserve Space Schedule assessment sessions and reserve space at your school for the NAEP 
assessment. 

 
Notify Parents of Selected 
Students 

NAEP School Coordinator reviews the parent/guardian letter for their school 
mailing (Task 6). 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 Registering for NAEP This resource provides step-by-step instructions to complete Task 1: Register on 
MyNAEP. 

 Provide School Information This resource provides step-by-step directions to complete Task 2: Provide School 
Information. 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

naephelp@westat.com 800-283-6237 Nation’s Report Card 
 

NAEP/International Alerts 
This section pertains to any updates or news for the national or international assessments. There are no special alerts at 
this time. 
 

  

https://www.mynaep.com/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qoVJPT3kIfYczaMuvcAvQrX84XCx9Ewk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EFkWf1fnYXupo-cACLbPru5_SGn-RWgD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EthnQYKhzMIgExrjmO6kaUK1WFuIm0i9/view
mailto:naephelp@westat.com
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/
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Resources and Supports 
Parents Corner 

Resource Description 

 MT Starting Smarter Share this link with parents to help them better understand their child’s Smarter 
Balanced score reports. 

 
Smarter Balanced 
Interpretive Guide – color 
Smarter Balanced 
Interpretive Guide - greyscale 

This guide should be sent home to parents with student ISRs to help parents 
understand student results. The guide can also be used to assist teachers at 
parent/teacher conferences. 

 MARS User Guide This resource provides step-by-step instructions for using the MARS. 

 CRT-Science Interpretive 
Guide 

This resource supports educators’ use of test data to better serve the academic 
needs of students and assists parents in understanding their childs’ score 
report(s). 

 
  

https://mt.startingsmarter.org/
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuide.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuide.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuideFinalGray.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuideFinalGray.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/09/MARS_User_and_Training_Guide_2018_Final.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
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Resources and Supports 
Professional Development 

  

 
2019-20 MontCAS Updates 
Monthly Webinar 

Join the OPI Assessment Team the third Wednesday of each month from 3:30-
4:30 for the MontCAS Updates webinar series. The first webinar will be held on 
Wednesday, September 18, 2019. Login information can be found on the 
Statewide Testing Page of the OPI website. Webinar content will include updates 
to all assessment programs, required tasks for assessment and test security, and 
other related assessment news. A question and answer period will be scheduled 
towards the end of each webinar. 

 
Request Professional 
Development/Training 

If you have any school-specific training needs, please make your request to the 
OPI Assessment Team using the Assessment Professional Development/Training 
Request Form. All requests will be processed and considered by the OPI 
Assessment Team using key criteria. 

 
Available on the Teacher 
Learning Hub 

Implementing Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments  
Training on the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments that will enable school 
systems in Montana to implement interim assessments. 

 
2020 OPI Data and 
Assessment Conference 

2020 OPI Data and Assessment Conference – January 13-14, 2020 
Information for the annual Data and Assessment Conference added to this site as 
it becomes available. 

 

  

http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed#83594480-montcas-updates-monthly-webinar
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed#83594480-montcas-updates-monthly-webinar
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed#83594480-montcas-updates-monthly-webinar
https://www.wrike.com/frontend/requestforms/index.html?token=eyJhY2NvdW50SWQiOjExNDc1NzUsInRhc2tGb3JtSWQiOjE3OTU2NX0JNDcwMDEzNjQ5MDk3OQkwOWRiZjM1YzYwOTAwNjJkMDU1ZGYxOGUyNWJiNmQxNDYxNDMxN2JlNGMwNzc3YTY2YzIzOWQwYTA1YjZmZmI1
https://www.wrike.com/frontend/requestforms/index.html?token=eyJhY2NvdW50SWQiOjExNDc1NzUsInRhc2tGb3JtSWQiOjE3OTU2NX0JNDcwMDEzNjQ5MDk3OQkwOWRiZjM1YzYwOTAwNjJkMDU1ZGYxOGUyNWJiNmQxNDYxNDMxN2JlNGMwNzc3YTY2YzIzOWQwYTA1YjZmZmI1
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/OPI-Data-and-Assessment-Conference
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/OPI-Data-and-Assessment-Conference
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Resources and Supports 
Contact Us — The Faces of the Assessment Unit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ashley McGrath Marcy Fortner Duane Schlabach 
State Assessment Director Data Control Specialist Assessment Specialist 
amcgrath@mt.gov   mfortner@mt.gov Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Shantel Niederstadt Rawnie Crasco Connie Roubinet 
NAEP State Coordinator Assessment Specialist Assessment Specialist 
sniederstadt@mt.gov Rawnie.Crasco@mt.gov Connie.Roubinet@mt.gov 
   
Christy Mock-Stutz Marisa Graybill Paula Schultz 
Digital Library State Lead Digital Library State Lead Smarter Balanced 

Accommodations 
CMock-Stutz@mt.gov   Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov   pschultz2@mt.gov 

 

 

mailto:amcgrath@mt.gov
mailto:mfortner@mt.gov
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:Rawnie.Crasco@mt.gov
mailto:Connie.Roubinet@mt.gov
mailto:CMock-Stutz@mt.gov
mailto:Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov
mailto:pschultz2@mt.gov
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