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MontCAS 
This section pertains to any updates or news under the umbrella of the Montana Comprehensive Assessment System 
(MontCAS) program not specific to any one statewide assessment. 

Portal Link: MontCAS Application 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 MontCAS Test Security 
Collection Schedule 

This resource will assist STCs with the MontCAS Application reporting expectations 
and timelines. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 
MontCAS Test Security 
Plan 

This resource will assist STCs with creating and completing the Test Security Plan for 
their district and school(s). 

 MontCAS Test 
Administration Plan 

This resource will assist STCs with creating and completing the MontCAS Test 
Administration Plan for the Spring 2020 statewide assessments. 

 MontCAS Test 
Accessibility Plan 

This resource will assist STCs with creating and completing the Test Accessibility Plan 
for administering the statewide assessments in Spring 2020. 

 MontCAS Test Training 
Plan 

This resource will assist STCs with creating and completing the MontCAS Test Training 
Plan for all district and school staff involved in statewide assessments. 

 MontCAS User Guide This resource will help STCs navigate the tabs in and describe the tasks required of 
STCs in the MontCAS Application. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/MontCAS%20Test%20Security%20Collection%20Schedule%20201819_Final_Nov%2018.pdf?ver=2018-11-15-153230-507
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/MontCAS%20Test%20Security%20Collection%20Schedule%20201819_Final_Nov%2018.pdf?ver=2018-11-15-153230-507
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Security_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-940
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Security_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-940
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Administration_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-957
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/Test_Administration_Action_Plan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-957
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/TestAccessibilityActionPlan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-973
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/TestAccessibilityActionPlan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120323-973
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/TestTrainingActionPlan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120324-270
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/TestTrainingActionPlan.pdf?ver=2019-09-13-120324-270
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS%20User%20GuideFinal.pdf?ver=2019-02-19-101850-077
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmDefault.aspx
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
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Participation and Eligibility Updates  
This section pertains to any updates or news under student participation and eligibility under the umbrella of the 
MontCAS program not specific to any one statewide assessment. 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 

Share the Six Things 
Stakeholders Should 
Know About 
Participation and 
Testing in Montana 

This resource will assist STCs with communicating about the significance of 
participating in state-level tests to various audiences. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 
Eligibility Criteria 
Worksheet for 
Alternate Assessments 

This document assists STCs with understanding the decision-making process and 
MontCAS criteria used to inform IEP teams in determining whether a student should 
participate in the alternate assessments. 

 
Eligibility and 
Identification Criteria 
for English Learners  

This document assists STCs with understanding the decision-making process and 
MontCAS criteria used to inform EL Specialists in the criteria for being considered an 
EL. 

 
Statewide Assessment 
Participation and 
Registration Guide 

This guide explains participation policies and registration processes for the Montana 
Comprehensive Assessment System (MontCAS).   

 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 
 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-130643-880
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-130643-880
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-130643-880
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-130643-880
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-130643-880
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/EligibilityCriteriaWorksheet_1.7.19%20final.pdf?ver=2019-01-08-101534-700
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/EligibilityCriteriaWorksheet_1.7.19%20final.pdf?ver=2019-01-08-101534-700
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/EligibilityCriteriaWorksheet_1.7.19%20final.pdf?ver=2019-01-08-101534-700
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/AIM%20Statewide%20Assessment%20Participation%20and%20Registration%20Guide.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-150638-923
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/AIM%20Statewide%20Assessment%20Participation%20and%20Registration%20Guide.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-150638-923
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/AIM%20Statewide%20Assessment%20Participation%20and%20Registration%20Guide.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-150638-923
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS


October 2019 Assessment Bulletin: Prepared by the Montana Office of Public Instruction, Elsie Arntzen Superintendent 

Test Security  
This section pertains to any updates or news under test security and data integrity under the umbrella of the MontCAS 
program not specific to any one statewide assessment. 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 November 1, 2019 
OPI provides the STC with access to the secure restricted-use assessment portals with 
which school systems are required to manage users (see the MontCAS Data Privacy 
Policy). 

 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 AR Roles and 
Responsibilities Letter 

This resource will assist STCs with the responsibilities of ensuring all Authorized 
Representatives and Building Coordinators (e.g., Principals) have completed the 
required test security agreement for their MontCAS role. 

 
TA Roles and 
Responsibilities Letter 
 

This resource will assist STCs with the responsibilities of ensuring all Test 
Administrators have completed the required test security agreement for their 
MontCAS role. 

 
STC Roles and 
Responsibilities Letter 
 

This resource will assist STCs with the role and responsibilities of serving as this 
MontCAS role. 

 
MontCAS Application 
STC Test Security 
Agreement 

This resource will assist STCs with the online reporting needs for managing the school 
system’s TSAs, MontCAS testing plans, and for reporting the STC’s TSA electronically. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 MontCAS Test Security 
Manual  

This resource will assist STCs with the prevention, detection, inspection, and 
resolution (PDIR) expectations of MontCAS test security. 

 MontCAS Test Security 
Training Portal 

The materials provided in this Test Security Toolkit will assist STCs (or presenters) to 
facilitate a training session so Test Administrators can be trained in Test Security for a 
standardized administration of the MontCAS statewide summative assessments. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 
 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS%20Data%20Privacy%20Policy.pdf?ver=2019-10-11-155238-310
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS%20Data%20Privacy%20Policy.pdf?ver=2019-10-11-155238-310
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/Roles%20And%20Responsibilities%20Authorized%20Representatives%20And%20Principals_Final_Oct_2018.pdf?ver=2018-10-24-081700-167
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/Roles%20And%20Responsibilities%20Authorized%20Representatives%20And%20Principals_Final_Oct_2018.pdf?ver=2018-10-24-081700-167
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/Roles%20And%20Responsibilities%20TA_Oct_2018.pdf?ver=2018-10-31-153554-720
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/Roles%20And%20Responsibilities%20TA_Oct_2018.pdf?ver=2018-10-31-153554-720
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/Roles%20And%20Responsibilities%20STC_Final_Oct_2018.pdf?ver=2018-10-31-153554-720
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/Roles%20And%20Responsibilities%20STC_Final_Oct_2018.pdf?ver=2018-10-31-153554-720
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/MontCAS%20Documents/MontCAS%20Application%20STC%20Test%20Security%20Agreement.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-155746-243
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/MontCAS%20Documents/MontCAS%20Application%20STC%20Test%20Security%20Agreement.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-155746-243
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/MontCAS%20Documents/MontCAS%20Application%20STC%20Test%20Security%20Agreement.pdf?ver=2019-10-10-155746-243
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCASTestSecurityManual%202018-19.pdf?ver=2018-12-17-170824-853
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCASTestSecurityManual%202018-19.pdf?ver=2018-12-17-170824-853
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montcas-test-security/under-construction
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montcas-test-security/under-construction
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS


October 2019 Assessment Bulletin: Prepared by the Montana Office of Public Instruction, Elsie Arntzen Superintendent 

Smarter Balanced 
ELA and Math 
This assessment must be annually administered to all students in Grades 3–8 (unless the child is eligible for the alternate) 
using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Link: AIR Portal 
Spring 2020 Assessment Window: March 9 – May 15, 2020 

 
Due This Month 

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month. 
 
Timely Tasks 

Task Responsibility 

 
Create school level users in 
the TIDE portal 

If you have been designated as the STC for your system, access TIDE and create 
user roles for your district/school staff. User roles are required to access interim 
assessments; note that TA user roles cannot access the interims or score/results 
data. 

 Review TIDE roles 
STCs should delete the TIDE accounts for any staff no longer with the school 
and/or district, or who should no longer have access to student score information 
to ensure student privacy. 

 Encourage staff to create a 
Digital Library account 

Teachers are encouraged to create their own user accounts in the Digital Library 
using their school email for access. Beginning November 14, users with AIR portal 
accounts will be able to access the Digital Library with AIR portal login credentials. 

 
Resources and Supports 

Resource Support with… 

 AIR and TIDE Portals Access the user management portion of the AIR portal by selecting the TIDE tile 
from this home page. 

 TIDE User Roles Document This document gives an overview of the roles that can be assigned in TIDE and 
the permission levels assigned to each role. 

 MT Starting Smarter This new website has been designed specifically for Montana parents and 
families to better understand Smarter Balanced student score reports. 

 The Digital Library This resource will allow users to access to teacher created lesson plans on 
specific targets and claims related to the Montana Content Standards. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Assessment Help Desk  
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

AIR Help Desk Support 
mthelpdesk@air.org 

877-365-7915 AIR Portal 

OPI Help Desk Support 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 

844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

 
 

 

https://mt.portal.airast.org/
https://mt.portal.airast.org/users/smarter-balanced/
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/User_Roles_and_Access_2018-2019.pdf
https://mt.startingsmarter.org/
https://sbdigitallibrary.org/
mailto:mthelpdesk@air.org
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
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ACT with Writing 
ELA, Mathematics, and Science 

This assessment must be annually administered to all students in Grade 11 (unless the child is eligible for the alternate) 
using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Link: Pearson Access Next 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 November 1, 2019 STCs must download and locally save Spring 2019 score reports from PA Next by 
November 1. After that time, they will no longer be available on the site. 

 November 1, 2019 
ACT Non-College Reportable Scores will no longer be permitted for the statewide 
Grade 11 assessment. Review the Accommodations vs. Arrangements Guidance 
on ACT-Approved versus Local Test Arrangements. 

We estimate this will take 10 minutes to complete this month. 
 
Timely Tasks — 

Task Responsibility 

 
Assign school level access to 
PA Next 

If your district/school wishes to designate an ACT Test Coordinator in addition to 
the STC, provide the OPI with this contact information via the ACT Test 
Coordinator Designation form.  

 
Share comments on using 
ACT for the high school 
Science assessment 

The OPI is requesting your comments on Montana’s transition to a new set of 
science assessments. Fill out the survey with your thoughts. 

 
Attend the ACT hosted 
Accommodations webinar 

STCs may attend an ACT hosted webinar on Tuesday, November 19 at 3:30 p.m. 
The subject of the webinar is ACT accommodations.  

 Take advantage of ACT 
preparation opportunities 

Free options include EdReady Montana, the award-winning, Montana-based 
program for math and reading support and ACT Academy, which provides 
targeted support that can be managed by teachers. 

 
Resources and Supports — 

Resource Support with… 

 Interactive Student Report The Interactive Student Report provides sample information and explanations for 
details shown on the student report. 

 ACT Using Results site This ACT website has resources to help educators gain a deeper understanding of 
data to help students use their ACT score report to focus on next steps. 

 
Pearson Access Next (PA 
Next) 

The ACT management portal from which student, school, and district level reports 
can be downloaded. 

 PA Next User Guide This guide explains how to download reports. 

 ACT Email Addresses to 
Whitelist 

Whitelist this list of email addresses to ensure you are receiving communication 
from ACT regarding the administration of the ACT with Writing and the PreACT. 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

 800-553-6244 Pearson Access Next (PA Next) 
ACT Help Desk  

Email Form 
319-337-1270 State ACT Testing and District Testing 

OPI Help Desk Support 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 

844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

 

https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/AccomsvsArrangements-SandD.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrike.com%2Ffrontend%2Frequestforms%2Findex.html%3Ftoken%3DeyJhY2NvdW50SWQiOjExNDc1NzUsInRhc2tGb3JtSWQiOjI0ODkzMn0JNDcyMjI1MzA3NzMzMAkyZWE0Njc4YzIxZmY4MjgxZjNiNmYwM2FkNTA4MWZjNzc0YjdjNTU0ZTAzZDJkZmRjNzE5ZDc5YTQ3Mjg0ZDdi&data=02%7C01%7CMFortner%40mt.gov%7Cb0ae283001fd48e5d3d108d73df36aa5%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C0%7C637045987989170869&sdata=xIS704HQSOAFmD80F9CFNROKsUoUw3f4RnQFJFMfMjA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrike.com%2Ffrontend%2Frequestforms%2Findex.html%3Ftoken%3DeyJhY2NvdW50SWQiOjExNDc1NzUsInRhc2tGb3JtSWQiOjI0ODkzMn0JNDcyMjI1MzA3NzMzMAkyZWE0Njc4YzIxZmY4MjgxZjNiNmYwM2FkNTA4MWZjNzc0YjdjNTU0ZTAzZDJkZmRjNzE5ZDc5YTQ3Mjg0ZDdi&data=02%7C01%7CMFortner%40mt.gov%7Cb0ae283001fd48e5d3d108d73df36aa5%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C0%7C637045987989170869&sdata=xIS704HQSOAFmD80F9CFNROKsUoUw3f4RnQFJFMfMjA%3D&reserved=0
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montana-science-transition/
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=&eventid=2100315&sessionid=1&key=B2F0889385B09CD158CEFDF7926CB3B9&regTag=&sourcepage=register
http://lists.opi.mt.gov/link.php?M=76657&N=4190&L=6783&F=H
https://academy.act.org/
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/interactive_new_act_student_report.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-educator/resources.html
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/PANUserGuide-ACT.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ACT%20Page/Training%20Tab/Whitelist_Emails.pdf?ver=2019-09-09-125009-920
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ACT%20Page/Training%20Tab/Whitelist_Emails.pdf?ver=2019-09-09-125009-920
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/questions-about-your-act-scores.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/montana.html
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed
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MSAA  
Alternate Assessment, ELA and Math 
This assessment must be annually administered to only students with significant cognitive disabilities in Grades 3–8 and 
11 using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Link: MSAA System 
Spring 2020 Assessment Window: March 16 – May 1, 2020 

 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 
Request MSAA score 
reports 

STCs who did not download score reports from the MSAA site prior to September 
15 must request the reports from the OPI Assessment Division by emailing them or 
calling 844-867-2569. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 MSAA System  The MSAA site is not accessible by users until December 2019. 

 ePass site 
STCs can create an ePass account as a secure means for receiving secure files such 
as the MSAA score reports by following this link and clicking “Create an ePass 
Account”.  

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

MSAA Help Desk Support 
MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org  

866-834-8879 MSAA System 

OPI Help Desk Support 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 

844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

 
 
 

https://www.msaaassessment.org/user?destination=tap-dashboard
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov?subject=MSAA%20Score%20Report%20Request
https://www.msaaassessment.org/user?destination=tap-dashboard
https://transfer.mt.gov/Home/Login?EPassError=Unauthorized&ErrorCode=Unauthorized&ErrorMessage=You%20do%20not%20have%20access%20to%20the%20requested%20resource.&ReturnUrl=https%3a%2f%2ftransfer.mt.gov%2f
mailto:MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org
https://www.msaaassessment.org/tap-dashboard
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed
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Montana Science Assessment (MSA) 
Science  
In Spring 2019, the CRT-Science assessment was administered to all students in Grades 4, 8, and 10 (unless the student 
was eligible for the alternate) using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security. The new 
Montana Science Assessment will be field tested with all students in Grades 5 and 8 in Spring 2020. 

Portal Links: AIR Portal 
Spring 2020 Assessment Window: March 16 – May 8, 2020 

 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 Share comments on the 
new Science assessment 

The OPI is requesting your comments on Montana’s transition to a new set of 
science assessments. Fill out the survey by November 15, 2019. 

 Update your statewide 
testing calendar 

The Montana Science Assessment (MSA) will be administered online to Grades 5 
and 8 in a field test in Spring 2020. Participation will be used in accountability 
reporting. See the OPI Statewide Published Testing Window dates to plan 
accordingly. 

 Download Score Reports Access score reports via the Montana Analysis and Reporting System (MARS). 
Contact the OPI Assessment Division for usernames and passwords. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 
Montana Analysis and 
Reporting System (MARS)  

This resource houses CRT-Science and CRT-Science Alt results. Note that the 
application works best using Internet Explorer. 

 MARS User Guide This resource provides step-by-step instructions for using the MARS. 

 CRT-Science Interpretive 
Guide 

This resource supports educators’ use of test data to better serve the academic 
needs of students and assists parents in understanding their childs’ score report(s). 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

AIR Help Desk Support 
mthelpdesk@air.org 

877-365-7915 AIR Portal 

OPI Help Desk Support 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 

844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

 
 
 

https://mt.portal.airast.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montana-science-transition/
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/PublishedTestWindows_2020.pdf?ver=2019-08-30-121433-490
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov?subject=MARS%20user/pass
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&amp;ProgramID=11&amp;ServiceID=29
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&amp;ProgramID=11&amp;ServiceID=29
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/09/MARS_User_and_Training_Guide_2018_Final.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
mailto:mthelpdesk@air.org
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed
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Alternate Science Montana Assessment (AMSA)  
Science 
This assessment must be annually administered to only students with significant cognitive disabilities in Grades 5, 8, and 
11 using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Link: AIR Portal 
Spring 2020 Assessment Window: March 16 – May 8, 2020 

 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

  No deadlines this month.  
 
Timely Tasks  

Manual Reference Responsibility 

 Share comments on the 
new Science assessment 

The OPI is requesting your comments on Montana’s transition to a new set of 
science assessments. Fill out the survey with your thoughts. 

 Update your statewide 
testing calendar 

The Montana Science Assessment (MSA) will be administered online to Grades 5 
and 8 in a field test in Spring 2020. Participation will be used in accountability 
reporting. See the OPI Statewide Published Testing Window dates to plan 
accordingly. 

 Download Score Reports Access score reports via the Montana Analysis and Reporting System (MARS). 
Contact the OPI Assessment Division for usernames and passwords. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 
Montana Analysis and 
Reporting System (MARS)  

This resource houses CRT-Science and CRT-Science Alt results. Note that the 
application works best using Internet Explorer. 

 MARS User Guide This resource provides step-by-step instructions for using the MARS. 

 CRT-Science Interpretive 
Guide 

This resource supports educators’ use of test data to better serve the academic 
needs of students and assists parents in understanding their childs’ score report(s). 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk  
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

AIR Help Desk Support 
mthelpdesk@air.org 

877-365-7915 AIR Portal 

OPI Help Desk Support 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 

844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

https://mt.portal.airast.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montana-science-transition/
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/PublishedTestWindows_2020.pdf?ver=2019-08-30-121433-490
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov?subject=MARS%20user/pass
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&amp;ProgramID=11&amp;ServiceID=29
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&amp;ProgramID=11&amp;ServiceID=29
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/09/MARS_User_and_Training_Guide_2018_Final.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
mailto:mthelpdesk@air.org
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
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ACCESS for ELLs 
English Language Proficiency Assessment 
This assessment must be annually administered to all students in Grades K–12 who are indicated to take the assessment 
based on the results of the WIDA Screener (unless the child is eligible for the alternate) using the OPI’s published 
guidance for test administration and test security.  

Portal Links: Training and Online Resources: https://wida.wisc.edu/ 
Assessment Management System (AMS): https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA 

2020 Assessment Window: December 4, 2019 – January 29, 2020 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 October 20, 2019 
Update the LEP status of identified students in AIM/Infinite Campus no later than 
October 20, 2019 to ensure your school(s) receive the correct testing materials for 
the ACCESS for ELLs assessment. 

We estimate this will take 15 minutes to complete this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 
Ensure test administrators 
have access to needed 
training modules 

STCs should review user accounts in the WIDA Secure Portal and inactivate users 
who no longer require access. New users who need access should be added to 
enable them to access and complete the training modules. 

 
Schedule and/or assign 
needed training modules 
to test administrators 

Test administrators are required to be certified annually to administer the ACCESS 
for ELLs. Training modules are available on the WIDA Secure Portal and must be 
completed prior to administering the assessment during the December 4, 2019-
January 29, 2020 testing window. 

 
WIDA Screener field 
testing 

Districts are encouraged to participate in the second round of field testing for the 
WIDA Kindergarten Screener from January 6 through February 28, 2020. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 
ACCESS for ELLs Training 
Courses 

This resource will help you navigate the training courses for Kindergarten ACCESS, 
Alternate ACCESS for Grades 1-12, Online ACCESS for Grades 1-12, and paper-based 
ACCESS for Grades 1-12. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

WIDA Help Desk Support 
help@wida.us 

866-876-7735 WIDA Training & Resources 

DRC Help Desk Support 
WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com 

855-787-9615 WIDA Assessment Management Site 

OPI Help Desk Support 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 

844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

 
  

https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/Kindergarten%20Screener%20Field%20Testing.pdf?ver=2019-02-12-131759-610
https://portal.wida.us/client/index.aspx
https://portal.wida.us/client/index.aspx
mailto:help@wida.us
https://wida.wisc.edu/
mailto:WIDA@DataRecognitionCorp.com
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed
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NAEP 
National and International Assessment Studies 
This assessment is administered to selected students in selected schools only in mathematics and reading for ages 9, 13 
and 17 (unless the child is eligible for the alternate). 

Portal Links: https://www.mynaep.com/login 
 
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 
Before Preassessment 
Review Call 

Task 4: Review and Verity List of Students Selected for NAEP: NAEP School 
Coordinator reviews and fills in missing demographic information and identifies 
withdrawn students.  Note: This task is for schools selected for age 13 only. 

 
Before Preassessment 
Review Call 

Task 5: Complete SD/ELL Student Information: NAEP School Coordinator reviews 
and assesses participation of SD and/or ELL students by providing relevant testing 
needs and accommodations. Note: This task is for schools selected for age 13 only. 

 Before Preassessment 
Review Call 

Task 6: Notify Parents/Guardians of Selected Students: NAEP School Coordinator 
reviews parent/guardian letter for school mailing and verifies date sent on 
MyNAEP. Note: This task is for schools selected for age 13 only. 

We estimate this will take 4 hours to complete this month. 
 
Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 
Review NAEP Reading and 
Mathematics results 

2019 NAEP Reading and Mathematics results for Grades 4 and 8 will be released on 
October 30, 2019. Information on the release event are available on the NAEP 
Results page. 

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 
Review and Verify Students 
Instructions 

This resource provides step-by-step instructions to complete Task 4: Review and 
Verify Students Selected to Take NAEP. 

 
Complete SD and ELL 
Student Information 
Instructions 

This document provides step-by-step directions to complete Task 5: Complete SD 
and ELL Student Information. 

 
Notify Parents/Guardians 
of Selected Students 
Instructions 

This resource provides step-by-step directions to complete Task 6: Notify 
Parents/Guardians of Selected Students 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Assessment Help Desk 
    E-mail     Phone    Website 

NAEP Help Desk Support 
naephelp@westat.com 

800-283-6237 Nation’s Report Card 

OPI Help Desk Support 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 

844-867-2569 OPI Statewide Assessment Testing Pages 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mynaep.com/login
https://www.nagb.gov/naep-results/naep-day-2019.html
https://www.nagb.gov/naep-results/naep-day-2019.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eTHhlfKDmk46mih4umWnBogtlTIMglr7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eTHhlfKDmk46mih4umWnBogtlTIMglr7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j7WG_ruynjz9OgBHrDbBuMCJXlBuASJb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j7WG_ruynjz9OgBHrDbBuMCJXlBuASJb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j7WG_ruynjz9OgBHrDbBuMCJXlBuASJb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpjR3EKEB-Tzq7k0YL8rDHCwGmTVEM4U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpjR3EKEB-Tzq7k0YL8rDHCwGmTVEM4U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpjR3EKEB-Tzq7k0YL8rDHCwGmTVEM4U/view
mailto:naephelp@westat.com
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed
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Resources and Supports 

Parents Corner 
Resource Description 

 OPI Parent Notice Letter 
Customization Checklist 

New Administrative Rules for Montana (ARM 10.56.102(6)) requires schools to 
inform parents/guardians about statewide assessments. This checklist provides 
you with guidance on how to customize it. 

 OPI Parent Notice Letter 

New Administrative Rules for Montana (ARM 10.56.102(6)) requires schools to 
inform parents/guardians about statewide assessments. This template letter can 
be downloaded and used as guidance to communicate with parents/guardians in 
advance of testing. 

 MT Starting Smarter This site will help parents and families better understand their student’s Smarter 
Balanced score reports. 

 
Smarter Balanced 
Interpretive Guide – color 
Smarter Balanced 
Interpretive Guide - greyscale 

This guide will help parents understand student results. The guide can also be 
used to assist teachers at parent/teacher conferences. 

 CRT-Science Interpretive 
Guide 

This resource supports educators’ use of test data to better serve the academic 
needs of students and assists parents in understanding their child’s score 
report(s). 

 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/ParentNoticeCustomizationChecklist.pdf?ver=2019-10-11-143652-170
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/ParentNoticeCustomizationChecklist.pdf?ver=2019-10-11-143652-170
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCas/Participation-Eligibility
https://mt.startingsmarter.org/
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuide.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuide.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuideFinalGray.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/20182019MTSmarterBalancedInterpretiveGuideFinalGray.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
https://montana.onlinehelp.measuredprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2019_FINAL.pdf
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Resources and Supports 

Professional Development 
  

 Monthly Webinars 

Join the OPI Assessment Team the third Wednesday of each month from 3:30 
p.m. – 4:30 p.m. This month’s webinar will be held on Wednesday, October 16, 
2019. Webinar content will include updates to all assessment programs, required 
tasks for assessment and test security, and other related assessment news. Use 
this link to check out the September Webinar.  

 
Available on the Teacher 
Learning Hub 

Implementing Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments  
Training on the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments that will enable school 
systems in Montana to implement interim assessments. 

 
2020 OPI Data and 
Assessment Conference 

2020 OPI Data and Assessment Conference – January 13–14, 2020 
Information for the annual Data and Assessment Conference added to this site as 
it becomes available. 

 
Conference Presentation 
Application 

Interested in presenting at the 2020 OPI Data and Assessment Conference? The 
OPI Assessment Division welcomes presentation application submissions for 
presentations at the January 13-14, 2020 conference in Helena, MT. 

 

  

http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Stay-Informed#83594480-montcas-updates-monthly-webinar
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/511102621
https://youtu.be/4PA8M-0eEtU
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/OPI-Data-and-Assessment-Conference
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/OPI-Data-and-Assessment-Conference
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gSgQ8jSYcHsbcj4j5mMMaP6i2S-ewZk4T-0Zpo-jslY/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gSgQ8jSYcHsbcj4j5mMMaP6i2S-ewZk4T-0Zpo-jslY/edit
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Resources and Supports 

Contact Us 
 

Assessment Division Marcy Fortner Duane Schlabach 
844-867-2569 Data Control Specialist Assessment Specialist 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov    mfortner@mt.gov Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov 
   
Ashley McGrath Rawnie Crasco Connie Roubinet 
State Assessment Director Assessment Specialist Assessment Specialist 
amcgrath@mt.gov   Rawnie.Crasco@mt.gov Connie.Roubinet@mt.gov 
   
Shantel Niederstadt   
NAEP State Coordinator   
sniederstadt@mt.gov   
   
Christy Mock-Stutz Marisa Graybill Paula Schultz 
Digital Library State Lead Digital Library State Lead Smarter Balanced 

Accommodations 
CMock-Stutz@mt.gov   Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov   pschultz2@mt.gov 

 

 

mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
mailto:mfortner@mt.gov
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:amcgrath@mt.gov
mailto:Rawnie.Crasco@mt.gov
mailto:Connie.Roubinet@mt.gov
mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:CMock-Stutz@mt.gov
mailto:Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov
mailto:pschultz2@mt.gov
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