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Introduction to Interim Assessments



Think about the following:
Define formative, interim, and summative

assessment
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Warm-up



Interim
Overview



Quick Survey 

Montana Schools Use Interims

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIhhludsabI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baHGKrFByDg&t=10s
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Montana 

Content 

Standards 

specify 

K-12 

expectations 

for college 

and career 

readiness

All students 

leave 

high school 

college 

and career 

ready 

Teachers and 

schools have 

information and 

tools they need 

to improve 

teaching and 

learning

Interim 
Assessments 

Flexible, open, used 
for actionable 

feedback

Summative 
Assessments 

Benchmarked to 
college and career 

readiness

Formative 
Assessments 

Educator resources 
to improve instruction

MT Balanced Assessment System 



What ARE Interim Assessments? 
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Teachers and schools 

have information and 

tools they need to 

improve teaching and 

learning

Summative 
Assessments 

Benchmarked to 
college and career 

readiness

Formative 
Assessments 

Educator resources 
to improve instruction

Interim Assessments

Flexible, open, 
used for actionable feedback

SBAC created, online, generates 
online reports, practice for students 
with the computer format, computer 

and hand scored items



Student Benefits of Using Interims

Exposure to the 

testing platform 

and its tools. 

Practice with the 

testing 

environment. 

Engagement with 

rigorous grade 

level content.  

Scores can be 

reported to 

students 

immediately. 



Teacher Benefits of Using Interims

Items are aligned 

to MT Content 

Standards

Flexible 

administration 

(standard or non-

standard)

Actionable and 

complete 

immediate results

Resources to 

help guide 

instructional 

practice



Interim Assessment Study in Montana 

Overview

FY2019

• What was the individual growth and group trends among students who 

took at least one IAB? 

• What was the group trend of students who took at least one IAB in 

comparison to non-participating peers on the Smarter Balanced 

summative assessment? 

FY2018

• What IAB’s are the most effective in producing gains on the Smarter 

Balanced summative assessment?



Interim Study Findings

Findings

• With both ELA and Math, there were statistically significant differences 

between interim test takers and their non-participating peers. These 

differences favored those that took the Interim and were meaningful 

(significant with a notable magnitude).

• Students gains in scale score was witnessed for the ELA test takers, but 

generally not for the Math test takers. Special focus should be placed on 

follow-up Math instruction between the Interim and the Summative.

• In general, the ICA population was too small to make extensive comments. 

By focusing on a particular school, we see strong increases in 

performance, albeit from the lower levels.



Interim Assessments
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Administering 
Interims 
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Types of Interims

ICA’s are helpful for 
determining the 

knowledge and skills 
of students who are 
new to the district or 

the state. 

IAB’s can be used 
during the school 

year more 
consistently with the 
results determining 

next steps for 
instruction. 

FIAB’s are very 
granular and can be 

administered as 
warm-ups. Each 

interim is connected 
to resources for 

teachers. 

Types of Interims



Administering Interims
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Everyone must complete the 

“Test Administrator 

Certification” prior to 

administering any 

assessment. 

TE user roles must be 

assigned a roster prior to 

administering an interim.  



Interim Grade Level
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Grade ICA IAB & FIAB

Grade 3 X X

Grade 4 X X

Grade 5 X X

Grade 6 X X

Grade 7 X X

Grade 8 X X

Grade 9 X

Grade 10 X

Grade 11 X

High School X



Where to Find the Interims
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www.mt.portal.cambiumsast.com

Select 

Smarter 

Balanced 

Review the various 

interims that are 

offered; see item 

sets.   

Administer interims 

to students using 

the Test ID code. 



Administering Interims 

Students require a 

Test ID log-in provided 

by the proctor.  Students can take 

interims from different 

grade levels. 

Items are semi-secure. 

Do not post on third-

party websites or 

email item sets.  

Administer per local 

discretion (i.e. 

standardized or non-

standardized)



Remote Administration 

https://remote.smartertoolsforteachers.org/



Interim Score 
Reports



Accessing Interim Score Reports
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AR and STC user 

roles can see all 

district student 

scores. 

BC user roles can 

see all school level 

student scores. 

TE user roles can 

see the scores of 

students who are 

rostered to them. 

TA user roles are not 

able to see any 

student scores. 



Interim Score Reports

NEW!

All score reports are in 

one tile – Reporting 

Center 
Almost all items are 

machine scored with 

immediate feedback 

Constructed Response 

and Performance 

Tasks need to be 

scored locally. 
New features in the 

score reports



Reporting Center Dashboard

Select and view by 

Test Family (i.e. 

IAB, ICA or 

summative)



Reporting Center Dashboard 
District Level Users:

- Filter by school

School Level Users:

- Filter by roster



Individual Test Results

Student 

Names



Filter by Claim

Math Claims ELA Claims 



Individual Student Report 



Scoring Exercise

Math & ELA interim 

scoring examples  

Evaluate the rigor of 

items & connections 

to standards



Interim Assessment Training Materials

bit.ly/InterimTrainingResources



Questions?

Teacher Learning Hub: Interim Assessment Course 

opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-

Accountability/MontCAS/Interim-Assessment

OPI Helpdesk

1.844.867.2569       

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

bit.ly/InterimTrainingResources

http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Interim-Assessment
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

