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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to New STC Track | Part 3: MontCAS Test Security Course

This session will focus on the resources, guidance documents and training supports.  In previous sessions, you’ve learn about test security’s definition, purpose and PDIR (prevention, detection, investigation and resolution), the next step is what’s available to support test security responsibilities.

mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov


• To facilitate a training session so Test Administrators 
can be trained in test security for a standardized 
administration of the MontCAS statewide 
summative assessments.

Session Objective



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

Critical Partners in Assessment

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F7EdQ1YiivScSAABuZQSyvcY-3OyI2cx/view?usp=sharing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember the OPI, school districts, school staff, and students are critical partners in ensuring participation in statewide assessments. Every stakeholder in assessment should understand why participation is important, how it is used, and what the implications are if participation is limited or inaccurate.  This year the OPI published a new document, Six Things Stakeholders Should Know About Participation and Testing in Montana.  The purpose of the document is to ensure that readers are aware of the significant value to stakeholders of the information derived from participating in statewide assessments.

http://paul-barford.blogspot.com/2016/03/working-together.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Six Things Stakeholders Should Know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this document is to ensure that readers are aware of the significant value to stakeholders (e.g., students, parents/guardians, teachers, school leaders, and others) of the information derived from participating in state-level tests.

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843


• Why Access?
– State and federal laws requirements 
– Track progress toward educational
– Assessment data enable us to put Montana students 

first through four key initiatives: Montana Hope, 
Montana Teach, Montana Learn, and Montana Ready. 

Six Things Stakeholders Should Know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessment is a hot topic of conversation, with many diverse opinions on how, when, amount of time, what tests, and for what purpose we assess students.  Here are important points all stakeholders should know about testing:
State and federal laws require schools to access student learning every year in specific grade levels and subjects.
End of the year state summative assessments serve as an evaluation tool to track progress toward educational goals based on grade and content area standards.
Assessment data enable us to put Montana students first through four key initiatives: Montana Hope, Montana Teach, Montana Learn, and Montana Ready. 



http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Superintendent-Docs-Images/OPI%20Initiatives.pdf?ver=2018-08-13-112844-533
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Superintendent-Docs-Images/OPI%20Initiatives.pdf?ver=2018-08-13-112844-533
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Superintendent-Docs-Images/OPI%20Initiatives.pdf?ver=2018-08-13-112844-533
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Superintendent-Docs-Images/OPI%20Initiatives.pdf?ver=2018-08-13-112844-533
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843


• Why Should Taxpayers Care?
– Ensure all students are equitably receiving resources.
– Provide an annual snapshot of student progress toward 

learning Montana’s Content Standards.
– Only one measure of student learning to be combined 

with district and classroom activities and assessments.

Six Things Stakeholders Should Know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessments are important, as they are a key indicator of whether state and federal monies for educational programs are being used effectively.
Montana taxpayers provide a free public education to approximately 150,000 Montana students each year, and these assessments ensure all students are equitably receiving resources across the state.
The assessment data are sued to evaluate programs by providing annual snapshots of student progress toward learning Montana’s Content Standards at the state, district, school and classroom levels
State assessments provide only one measure of student learning, but when combined with grades, classroom activities and assessments, unit quizzes and tests, and district level assessments, the annual state tests can provide a complete picture of a child’s abilities and path toward academic success based on Montana’s Content Standards.


http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843


• What is State Testing?
– Smarter Balanced (SBAC) is the general math and reading/language arts in 

Grades 3-8.
– ACT with Writing is the general math and reading/language arts in Grade 

11.
– Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) is the alternate math and 

reading/language arts in Grades 3-8 and 11 with cognitive disabilities.
– Montana Science Assessment (MSA) is the general science in grades 5, 8, 

and 11.
– Alternate Montana Science Assessment (AMSA) is the alternate science in 

Grades 5, 8, and 11 with cognitive disabilities.
– ACCESS for ELLs and WIDA Screener is the English Language Proficiency for 

English Learners (EL) in Grades K-12.

Six Things Stakeholders Should Know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Montana mandates six statewide assessments to meet the federal law known as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).


http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843


• What is State Testing?
– Students in grades 4-12 are required to have a minimum of 1,080 hours of 

instruction.
– In the instance of state required testing, the average grade 5 students is 

estimated to spend 6-8 hours taking the Smarter Balance assessment and to 
spend 1.5 ours taking the Montana Science Assessment (See Figure Below).

– In other words, the average child will spend 7-10 hours total, or less than 
one percent of instructional time, on the statewide assessment. 

Six Things Stakeholders Should Know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All other assessments administered to students are determined at the school district and building level.

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843


• Why Is Participation Important?
– High participation rates are essential for meaning and 

accurate school score reports.
– Strong participation rates ensure accurate and reliable 

test scores for informing programs and local decision-
making efforts.

Six Things Stakeholders Should Know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Participation rates provide validity, which is imperative to make accurate inferences about students’ knowledge, skills, and abilities.
Participation is one key indicator of student success within the Montana state accountability system, and high participation rates are essential for meaningful and accurate school score reports.
Strong participation rates ensure accurate and reliable test scores that educators, students, parents, school boards, legislators, researchers, and the public use for informing programs and local decisions-making efforts.

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843


• What Participation is Required?
– No “opt out” law
– 95% percent or more for all students or for any student 

subgroup consisting of 10 or more students.
– 1% percent or less of all students taking the alternate 

assessment
– Non-participation beyond the control of the school must 

be reported using the MontCAS Application.

Six Things Stakeholders Should Know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When participation rates fall below the state and federal requirements, bias can be introduced into the student knowledge, skill, and ability estimates, thus reducing the overall confidence we have in the data and ultimately interfering with the inferences that can be made about the data.
In Montana, there is no “opt out” law, and both state law and accreditation rules require all students in public and accredited non-public schools to participate in state testing.
For the state and federal required subject areas and grade levels, schools must have:
95 percent or more student participation in the statewide assessment either overall for all students or for any student subgroup consisting of 10 or more students.
1.0 percent or less of all students with the most significant cognitive disabilities taking the alternate assessment based on alternative achievement standards.
The figure below illustrates the calculation the OPI uses to determine the participation rates for testing.

https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843


• What Funding and Programs Rely on State Testing?
– Title Assurances
– Accreditation
– Special Education
– ESSA Accountability
– Federal Reporting

If participation rates are not met, then schools may have 
sanctions applied to one or more of the above programs.

Six Things Stakeholders Should Know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following programs rely on assessment results to make determinations on schools and in some cases to allocate funding to provide equitable services to students:
Title Assurances
Accreditation
Special Education
ESSA Accountability
Federal Reporting

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843


MontCAS Test Security Portal

MontCAS Test Security Google Site: 
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montcas-test-security/

https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montcas-test-security/
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The videos completed thus far are focused on Prevention within PDIR.



• What is the MontCAS Program? (6:11 minutes)
• Types of Assessment within a Balanced Assessment 

System (7:22 minutes)

Part 1: MontCAS Overview

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of these videos is to provide the viewer with an overview of the Montana Comprehensive Assessment System (MontCAS) Program, the subsequent state-required assessments, and give a general overview of state and federal requirements to administer these required assessments in Montana accredited schools.


https://youtu.be/2y8lcpDOK7s
https://youtu.be/AUVO6ojj6rs


• What is the State and Federal Requirement? 
(6:09 minutes)

• The Five Ws of MontCAS Test Security (8:40 
minutes)

• Defining MontCAS Test Security (9:53 minutes)
• Principles of Data Collection (8:30 minutes)
• Federal and State Requirements on Participation 

(10:28 minutes)

Part 2: Data Integrity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of these videos is to provide the viewer with an overview of the principles of data collection and governance to ensure the integrity of the Montana Comprehensive Assessment System (MontCAS) Program student achievement data.

https://youtu.be/tUzVrPJMHik
https://youtu.be/wLvjaZN199w
https://youtu.be/xdcKBxZyYOk
https://youtu.be/3oSnmSjIGqk
https://youtu.be/sMERuEeHI8M


• Statewide Participation (11:40 minutes)
• What Does Accessibility Mean? (8:34 minutes)
• Meaningful Accessibility and Accommodations
• (9:17 minutes)
• Student Eligibility and Participation: Differing Needs 

(Yet to Come)
• A Case of Test Fraud: The Atlanta Test Scandal 

(Yet to Come)

Part 3: Data Quality and Use

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of these videos is to provide the viewer with an overview of the OPI’s policies and procedures surrounding student eligibility and meaningful participation in the Montana Comprehensive Assessment System (MontCAS) Program.

https://youtu.be/en76cVvLFXA
https://youtu.be/WdGqR2wVcuk


• Part 4 – Data Integrity (Prevention)
• Part 5 – Build a Team (Prevention)
• Part 6 – Detection Activities
• Part 7 – Inspection Activities
• Part 8 – Resolution Activities
• Part 9 – MontCAS Reporting
• Part 10 - Resources

Yet to Come



• Six Things Stakeholders Should Know About 
Participation and Testing in Montana 

• MontCAS Test Security Portal 
• MontCAS Test Security Manual 
• MontCAS Test Security Collection Schedule 2019-

2020
• STC Roles & Responsibilities
• MontCAS Application

18

Resources

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/Six%20Things%20Stakeholders%20Should%20Know%20About%20Participation%20FAQ.pdf?ver=2019-12-12-105454-843
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montcas-test-security/under-construction
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCASTestSecurityManual.pdf?ver=2019-10-28-090749-197
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS_Test_Security_Collection_Schedule_2019-20.pdf?ver=2019-10-11-072912-160
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Landing%20Page/Test%20Security%20Links/2019%20Test%20Administration/Roles%20And%20Responsibilities%20STC_Final_Oct_2018.pdf?ver=2018-10-31-153554-720
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx




Questions?

OPI Assessment Help Desk 
Phone: 1.844.867.2569

E-mail: OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
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