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Introduction to Smarter Balanced Digital Library and Formative Assessments. 
Welcome to Smarter Balanced Digital Library and Formative Assessments session!  As you get settled in and ready for an amazing hour of learning, thinking about assessments, especially formative assessments and how are they used in your schools 

Good Morning, my name is Sandy Squillace.  I am loving my second career!  I have been teaching  for 18 years, at TR for 8 years, part of STREAM project, developed and teach online modules used by OPI, State Network Educator for MT with Smarter Balanced where I have created resources for the Digital Library.  I am looking forward to sharing with you my knowledge of formative assessment strategies and how they can be easily used in the classroom as well as showing you the Digital Library and the amazing FREE resources/instructional tools/professional development available to Montana teachers



Quick Survey 
❖ Heard Formative Assessments?
❖ Are using Formative Assessments?
❖ Are you using the Digital Library?  Smar ter  Context 

Explorer?  
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To start, I want to take a quick survey of what knowledge you all have so I can tailor the class to best meet your needs.   We are going to use Fist to Five…  describe fist to five - hand a chest, 0 if no idea, 3 if heard know a little about, 5 yep, I’m an expert!  This is a great way to see what your students know and they won’t be embarrassed if their “vote” is different than their friends - facing me, fist at chest - ask question, three, two, one show - vote at your chest.  

Heard of formative assessments?  Using various formative assessments in your schools?  And Are you using the Digital Library?  Smarter Context Explorer?   



Assessment Warm Up!

❖ My favor ite No
❖ Once around the table,  share out
❖ Choose favor ite misconception to share out
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Write down a common misconception teachers/admin/parents may have about formative assessment - 1 minute, after, go around and share out at your table the misconception.  Then choose your table favorite(s) to share out the the group.  
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The digital library acts as the formative assessment component in the three component of a balanced assessment system.  Lesson plans and resources are available to all Montana educators. Teachers can easily create a log in using their Montana school district email. thier login will be the same as their MT portal log in for interim assessments. These excellent resources were created by teachers across the country apart of the SB consortium - Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, California, Oregon, New . When these resources are being created, SBAC has high standards and criteria to meet before resources are published in the library.  Each resource needs to not only meet the four SBAC components, but each resource goes through several peer reviews, as well as reviewed by an independent editor.  We have many teachers here in Montana that have created resources for the digital library. They are vetted, standards aligned and interim aligned free resources for teachers! 

My SNE process/experience…  

We will dive into Digital Library later on the session so you can see for yourselves the fabulous resources available 



Video:
https:/ /dr ive.google.com/file/d/1GQcmFk4uyMl1wZsSbN1_2edENR6-
P5WA/view

Discussion (Think- Pair - Share)

Resource:
https:/ /smar terbalancedlibrary.org/content/understanding- formative-
assessment- process- video- ser ies

Let’s dig into Formative Assessments
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At the most recent SNE workshop - not only did we create resources, but SNE are given professional learning as well!  At the past workshop in Minneapolis, we had a training.  We had a great training on formative assessments.  It was a great review on formative assessments.  I wanted to share this with you.  While you are watching this short 8 minute video, you can complete the cloze passage.  This is also a professional development lesson that is in the Digital Library. 

Give the participants a few minutes to familiarize themselves with the guide and to read the questions.
Show the video to the participants. Participants should be answering the questions while they watch the video.  After the video, 
1. Give participants 2-4 minutes to quietly finish responding to the questions on the video guide.
2. Have participants turn to a partner.
3. Give participants 1–2 minutes to discuss their answers with their partner (i.e., each partner would have 1-2
minutes to share).
a. First, one partner speaks.
b. Then, the other partner speaks.
4. Facilitate a follow-up discussion by prompting educators to share their “aha’s” or “new learning.”


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GQcmFk4uyMl1wZsSbN1_2edENR6-P5WA/view
https://smarterbalancedlibrary.org/content/understanding-formative-assessment-process-video-series


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lL1O0Ped06sMB9gM4243J94lWEuimi0eF2Vt
Jc1GvDg/edit#

This list will be updated and available on Tools for  Teachers website. They will be 
accessible to all r egistered members once the site has its grand opening in  Sept. 
2020.

Notice/Wonder :  https:/ /www.learning- space.org/Page/96
Three Reads  http:/ /www.sfusdmath.org/3- read- protocol.html
Which One Doesn’t Belong  https:/ /wodb.ca/
3 Act Math https:/ /gfletchy.com/3- act- lessons/
https:/ /blog.mrmeyer .com/2011/the- three- acts- of- a- mathematical- story/

Formative Assessment Strategies
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Good News/Bad News…  The Digital Library is being revamped - list of strategies do not have live links, but in September 2020, available to you on Tools for Teachers - talk about seeing prototype website - so incredibly user friendly, more FREE resources for teachers, admin, etc… give a sneak peak of what will be available to all teachers in September 2020…  format will be similar for each strategy - show examples

Pull up menu of formative assessments:  Show examples of a few… 
Notice/Wonder, Popscile sticks
 Which one doesn’t belong?  (talk about website with more questions - show example)
 Three reads (could be adapted for ELA as well)
Three Act Math  - talk briefly about Dan Meyer, website, background information and links to 3 act math.  Show spreadsheet and how organized by standard and focused math practice.  Do one together - All Aboard  (do one together - recording sheet on tables, 
Let them know that a recording sheet example for k-2, anad 3-5 will be in their takeaway packet 



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lL1O0Ped06sMB9gM4243J94lWEuimi0eF2VtJc1GvDg/edit
https://www.learning-space.org/Page/96
http://www.sfusdmath.org/3-read-protocol.html
https://wodb.ca/
https://gfletchy.com/3-act-lessons/
https://blog.mrmeyer.com/2011/the-three-acts-of-a-mathematical-story/


Where to find the Digital Library? 

7

Sign in  through the TIDE por tal
1. Go to https:/ /mt.por tal.airast.org
2. Click on Smar ter  Balanced 

● Digital Library

*Single sign in from TIDE por tal 
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Digital Library: Once you have administered an interim assessment and looked at your data the digital library is there for next steps. All K-12 teachers in Montana can create an account using their school email. There they can access lesson plans and activities that directly align to the interim assessment you just administered. They have recommendations for student based on their scores.  Let’s sign in/create a login…  Login through TIDE portal - use school email.  From this site, not only can access interim assessments and reports, but also access the Digital Library.  �


https://mt.portal.airast.org


Digital Library
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Now that you are more familiar with FA, lets dive into the Digital library and explore!  The Digital Library is Smarter Balanced Formative component to their balanced assessment system. The Digital library is full of math and ela lesson plans and activities that teachers have created and have been vetted to align to the content standards and incorporate math practices as well. Montana teachers and other teachers from states apart of the Smarter Balanced consortium meet multiple times a year to create and vet lesson plans. 

There are hundreds of resources so we recommend starting with the playlist. Once you click on the playlist tab, look on the left side of the page - filters - talk about, can set filters through your profile.  

The playlists are connected to each interim assessment and provide resources and lesson for student performing below at/near and above standard. 

To access the digital library click on the Digital Library button on the portal or click the little stack of books in the top right hand corner when you are looking at your results in the AIRWays reporting system. Here you can find the lessons and resources that connect to the grade and interim assessment you just gave. 

All Montana teachers have access to the digital library. As of November 14, 2019 you will be logged in automatically with your mt.portal username and password. (Access before November 14, 2019 you will need to create an account and password using your school email). 

If you are having issues logging in contact the OPI assessment helpdesk: Phone: 1.844.867.2569       
Email: OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov



Digital Library - Playlist
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Here is a sample 4th grade Fractions/Decimals playlist on the digital library.  LIke I mentoioned before, the digital library is being updated.  This is a sample of what all playlists will be looking like - so teacher friendly!  Listed are what students are able to do at each level and to the right linked are three- four different lesson plans/resources for students are scoring in that range. 

In some playlists you may see one lesson plan that is differentiated for each of your student bands. 

We recommend using the Playlist resources to start navigating the Digital library. You can narrow your search using the filter on the left hand side of the page.  

Talk about how Digital library is being updated to a new format, same quality resources created by teachers and meeting SBAC high standards and the four attributes of formative assessment process - clarify intended learning, elicit evidence, interpret evidence, and act on evidence.  These resources are intended to be easy to use for teachers and include all resources needed to implement in their own classrooms. 

 ***Talk about my experiences using digital library***  what I found helpful, learning curve, etc...

There are additional instructional resources for teachers as well that have ideas, activities, and lessons to meet specific standards - again for both math and ela



Please take the next bit of time to explore the digital library playlist 
resources for  both math and ELA.  These playlists are broken down by 
grade levels and domains.   

If you are interested in  more detailed lessons to focus standards, 
explore the instructional tab for  more resources, lessons, and 
activities.  

Digital Library- Explore!
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Play with the filters, focus on standards, targets, etc…  



Additional Resources 
Public Sample Items 

● Anyone can access them 
● Share with 

parents/homework
● Sor t by 

grade/subject/claim
● Screenshot or  pull up in 

front of class

Content Explorer 
● Understand the claims, targets, and 

standards that are being assessed
● Full breadth of test design and 

development information. including
○ summative and inter im test 

bluepr ints
○ information about how test 

questions are structured and scored
○ downloadable accessibility 

guidelines

Montana Starting Smarter - Parent Site
● Site made for  parents to help 

navigate SB results
● No data shared on site 
● Directs parents to sample items 

https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/
https://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org/
https://mt.startingsmarter.org/


Please complete this formative assessment…
On your  table is an exit ticket.  On the ticket, I would like you wr ite three 
things you  learned, two questions you still have, and one thing you already 
knew but was reinforced dur ing our  session.  

Before you leave...
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10 minutes before session over, please complete the exit ticket.  Also, who doesn’t love free take aways?  I have a packet for you if you are interested.  Thank you so much for your time this morning!  I hope it has been helpful to you and that you are walking away with at least one new resource to bring back to your school and add to your own toolbox.  I hope you have a fantastic day!



Questions?

OPI Helpdesk
Phone: 1.844.867.2569       
Email: OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

Professional Development Questions:
Duane Schlabach | Assessment Specialist | Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov

Mar isa Graybill | Mathematics Instructional Coordinator  | 
Mar isa.Graybill@mt.gov
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Questions? Feel free to contact the people on the screen. 

To request additional assessment professional development complete this form the OPI state testing website. 

mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:marisa.franklin@mt.gov
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