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Purpose of a Standardized Assessment 

● Accurate measurement of student SKILLS
● Actionable data: more than just a test (interims /digital library)
● ESSA requirement for school/state
● We want students in MT to be just as prepared for their future as any 

other student in the country.
○ Skills that are transferable to college and career, regardless of 

path
● http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/
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Making a Standardized Assessment Useful

● Data by teacher
○ Reflect on your own instructional practices and effectiveness
○ Plan instruction

● Data by district/school
○ Reflect on and evaluate curriculum scope/sequence, programs, and 

systems
○ Look at sub-group performance 

● Data is an ocean
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Score Reports in ORS
● Shallow dive into the data

● Reading data by Target 

● District/School Level
○ Disciplinary literacy

● Teacher Level



Score Reports in ORS
● Writing data by Target

● District/School Level
○ scope/sequence
○ Professional 

development
● Teacher Level



Student Results in ORS
● Deep dive into the data

● .csv file from “Retrieve Student 
Results” in ORS

● District/School Level
○ Proficiency
○ Cohort growth

● Teacher Level
○ Individual student growth
○ Growth by claim 



Student Results in ORS

● District/School Level
○ What types of support or 

professional development do 
teachers need?

● Teacher Level
○ Do I need to make changes to how 

I teach argumentative writing?



Administrative & Coaching Uses for Data

● Help teachers set goals and monitor personal growth
● Create the master schedule and individual student schedules
● Determine professional development needs
● Modify curriculum
● Select new resources
● Develop RTI systems



Classroom Application

● Once rostered, pull student data from the spring summative
● Intentional classroom grouping using data

○ Create seating charts
○ Create small groups

● Classroom assessments using SBA blueprint & stems
● Scaffolding for classroom assessments

○ Framing for constructed responses
○ Leveled texts

● Interims in December
○ Digital Library Playlists
○ Differentiated grouping 
○ Content Explorer : write your own classroom assessments mimicking SBA items
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Interims for ELA & Math

● Multiple choice items are machine 
scored

● Teachers hand score constructed 
responses and full writes
○ ELA: 5 machine scored
○ ELA: 5 hand scored

■ Write narratives (3)
■ Brief writes (6)
■ Read Info (2)
■ Read Lit (1)
■ Performance Task (2 bw; 1 fw)



Interim Data

● Overall score 
○ IAB: Below, 

At/Near, Above
○ ICA: Level 1, Level 

2, Level 3, Level 4
● Top 5 items
● Bottom 5 items
● View all items average 

score + scoring rubric
● View individual student 

responses and scores



Content Explorer

Excellent resource for 
classroom assessments to 
mimic summative items:

● Task models
● Rubrics
● Tes t blueprint specs
● Item s tems
● Sample items

https://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org/
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Digital Library

• Playlists curated by teachers 
and professionals 

• Standard-specific lists for 
differentiation

• Download and go!

• SEARCH
• search by content
• Claim-target
• Standard
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Filter by content, grade, standard, etc.



Contact Information

Erin Hunt
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