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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction to Smarter Balanced Interims. Take a minute as you take your seat to define formative, interim and summative assessment using your own definition. 



Objective

● How do our state assessments connect to our Montana 
Content Standard

● What are the connections seen in state assessment 
blueprints



Montana Content Standards

What students should know and be 
able to do
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MT Balanced Assessment System 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When Montana joined with other states to create a new summative assessment aligned to college and career ready standards, a benefit of the GSEG grant was the requirement along with the resources to create more than just a summative assessment, the requirement was to create an assessment system that could be used year round and provide resources to teachers and schools beyond just a summative test to use for accountability.  The Smarter Balanced Assessment System did just that. We are all familiar with the end of year, summative assessment that is given as a snapshot once a year. But the other two components, interim assessments and formative assessments (instructional support)  is what we want to highlight today. All three components of the balanced assessment system derives from the Montana Content Standards with the goal of preparing all students to leave high school college and career ready. Both the formative and Interim assessments are OPTIONAL resources for districts, schools and teachers. Support High Quality teaching Improve Learning for all students



“Formative Assessment is a deliberate process used by teachers 
and students during instruction that provides actionable 
feedback used to adjust ongoing teaching and learning 

strategies and improves students’ attainment of curricular 
learning targets/goals.”

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was the definition agreed upon by the representatives of the member states including MT in the Smarter Balance Assessment consortium.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjmM1iN-m-E


INTERIM ASSESSMENT

The interim assessments are one component of 
the Smarter Balanced assessment system and are 
designed to support teaching and student 
learning throughout the year and provide 
information to inform instruction. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The interim assessments are intended to inform instruction by measuring global progress of early and midyear performance, identifying areas of strength and weakness, and assessing skills of incoming students.This middle ground offers opportunities to gather information about many things that are relevant to the teaching and learning process, including:Individual and collective student growthEffectiveness of teaching practices and programsProjection of achievement and whether students are on track to achieve established proficiency benchmarksInterim assessments allow students to experience the testing platform and provide further opportunities using accessibility features.



SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Summative assessments accurately describe 
student achievement and student growth and are 
used to inform program evaluation, and school, 
district and state accountability systems.



ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS UNDER 
ESSA

• In Montana: 
Grades 3-8,11 

Reading or 
Language 
Arts and 

Mathematics

• In Montana: 
Grades 5,8,11Science

• In Montana: 
Grades K-12

English 
Language 
Learners

• In each of grades 3-8
• At least once in high 

school

Reading or 
Language 
Arts and 

Mathematics

• At least once in grades 3-5
• At least once in grades 6-9
• At least once in grades 10-12

Science

• Annually for all identified 
ELs until they are 
proficient in English

English 
Language 
Learners

All 
Students!! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about ESSA requirements and what we do in MT.  Talk about all students participating, special education, English learners.  The goal is that every student be able to participate and show what they know and can do.



Administrative Rules of Montana 
10.56.101 STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT

The Board of Public Education (board) recognizes that the primary purpose of 
assessment is to serve learning. A balanced assessment system including 
formative, interim, and summative assessments aligned to state content 
standards, will provide an integrated approach to meeting both classroom 
learning needs and school and state level information needs. A balanced 
assessment system is structured to continuously improve teaching and learning 
and to inform education policy.

http://mtrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=10%2E56%2E101


Administrative Rules of Montana 
10.56.102 PARTICIPATION
(1) By the authority of 20-2-121(11), MCA, and ARM 10.55.603, the Board of Public of Education (board) 
adopts rules for statewide assessment in all public and accredited nonpublic schools.
(2) Statewide assessments approved by the Board shall be administered in all public and accredited 
nonpublic schools.
(3) School districts shall annually administer statewide assessments to all students in accordance with 
state and federal laws and regulations that meet or exceed the following specifications:
(a) English language arts and mathematics assessments shall be aligned to Montana content 
standards in English language arts and mathematics and administered in grades 3-8 and 11;
(b) Science assessments shall be aligned to Montana content standards for science and administered 
in grades 5, 8, and 11; and

10.55.603 CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT
(b) School districts shall use appropriate multiple measures and methods, including state-level 
achievement information obtained by administration of assessments pursuant to the requirements of ARM 
10.56.101, to assess student progress in achieving content standards and content-specific grade-
level learning progressions in all program areas.

http://mtrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=10%2E56%2E102
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0020/part_0010/section_0210/0200-0020-0010-0210.html
http://mtrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=10.55.603
http://mtrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=10%2E55%2E603
http://mtrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=10.56.101


Where to find our state standards



Content Standards Revision Information



State Assessment Blueprints



Claims



SBAC Definitions

Session 
Tomorrow At 
9:20am where we 
will go more in 
depth! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Smarter balanced uses their own terms, claims and targets to help categorize what students should know and be able to do. Items are written at the target level. The claims are like an umbrella and under each claim falls a series of targets. Under those targets are the standards. There may be one to many standards that are connected to each target and there are many targets that fall under each claim. 



Summative Assessment Scores (Smarter Balanced)

● accurately describe student achievement and can describe growth of student 
learning as part of program evaluation and school, district, and state 
accountability systems

● provide valid, reliable, and fair measures of students’ progress toward, and 
attainment of, the knowledge and skills required to be college- and career-ready

● Measure the breadth and depth of the CCSS across the full spectrum of 
student ability by incorporating a variety of item types (including items and tasks 
scored by expert raters) that are supported by a comprehensive set of 
accessibility resources;

● capitalize on the strengths of computer adaptive testing—efficient and precise 
measurement across the full range of student achievement

● utilize performance tasks to provide a measure of the student’s ability to 
integrate knowledge and skills. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Smarter Balanced ELA/Literacy Summative Assessment Blueprint (2016f) and Mathematics Summative Assessment Blueprint (2016g) describe the content of the English language arts/literacy and math summative assessments for grades 3 to 8 and high school administered in 2017–18—and how that content will be assessed. The blueprints also describe the composition of the two assessment components, computer adaptive test (CAT) and performance task (PT), and how their results will be combined for score reporting. For the computer adaptive component, specific items administered to each student are uniquely determined based on an item-selection algorithm that includes content constraints that correspond to the test blueprint. The performance tasks (PTs) act  in concert with the computer adaptive test (CAT) items to fulfill the blueprint. Developed with broad input from member states, partners, and stakeholders, the summative test blueprints reflect the depth and breadth of the performance expectations of the CCSS. Smarter Balanced Governing Members adopted the preliminary test blueprints in 2012. The summative test blueprints developed subsequently contain refinements and revisions based on the analyses of the Pilot and Field Tests. The summative assessment for each content area consists of two parts: a computer adaptive test (CAT) and a performance task (PT). The PT is administered on a computer but is not computer adaptive.  The Level 3 cut score is taken as the standard because it was used in the achievement level setting process to represent the minimum level of proficiency a student would have to demonstrate in order to be considered “on track” for college- or career-readiness (at grades 3 to 10) or college- or career-ready (for grade 11). 



Smarter Balanced Test Blueprints
Test Blueprint is a formal document that guides the development and assembly of 
an assessment by explicating the following types of essential information: 

● content (claims and assessment targets) that is included for each assessed 
subject and grade.

● the relative emphasis of content standards generally indicated as the 
number of items or percentage of points per claim and assessment target

● item types used or required, which communicate to item developers how to 
measure each claim and assessment target, and to teachers and students 
about learning expectations

● Depth of Knowledge (DOK), indicating the complexity of item types for each 
claim and assessment target.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
full breadth and depth of contenthow it will maintain fidelity to the intent of the CCSS on which the Smarter Balanced assessment is based. Adaptive testing allows average-, very low-, and very high-performing students to stay engaged in the assessment because they respond to items specifically targeted to their skill level. Non-adaptive performance tasks measure a student’s ability to integrate knowledge and skills across multiple standards. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/AboutItems

https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/AboutItems


ELA Blueprint 







Math Blueprint 

Content Specifications Outline Priority/Supporting - Achieve the Core Focus Standards

https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/mathematics-content-specifications.pdf
https://achievethecore.org/category/774/mathematics-focus-by-grade-level


Content Specifications Outline Priority/Supporting - Achieve the Core 
Documents 



Smarter Balanced Content Explorer: 
Test Development 

www.ContentExplorer.SmarterBalanced.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To learn how claims, targets and standards are connected spend some time on the content explorer website. This website is chock full of help resources including breaking down the claims, target and standards relationships. It also allows viewers to look into sample items, DOK and task models for each target. The Content Explorer can support classroom instruction and assessment item writing. This tool provides transparency to allow everyone to learn about test development and design, bridging the gap between the language of test developers and the language educators use every day in the classroom. Now let’s go to the Smarter Content Explorer homepage and get familiar with its many features and walkthrough how to search for content information. The navigation bar offers quick access across the tool.Starting from the top left of the screen several important features are available, they include:the Smarter Content Explorer which always takes you back to the homepage;the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium which takes you to the website; andExplore, which generates customized search results based on the filtered information entered. Explore is a key feature that assists users to dive deeper into claims, targets and standards. Test Development provides resources that help educators understand the development and design of the assessments. Examples of resources on this page include: relevant vocabulary, rubrics, and accessibility guidelines. The last feature we’ll mention is Support, which helps you navigate the Smarter Content Explorer and provides detailed information about Terms to Know when navigating the site, accessibility information, and Q&A. Let’s use the tool below to get started to search by Grade, Subject, and Claim.First, select a grade. For this example we are selecting grade 6.Now, select a subject. You can choose either English Language Arts or Mathematics. For our example we will choose English Language Arts. The next option is select a claim. It is important to note user supports, or information icons, are provided throughout the system to provide more information .For this example, we will select claim 4 Research and Inquiry.From here, you can select a target or a standard.  Let’s select a target. If you change your mind, and would prefer to select a standard instead, you can adjust your selection. ELA targets are organized numerically and include the target description.Let’s select target 2 Analyze and Integrate Information. Notice how related standards appear at the bottom of the screen. This can be helpful to make connections between targets and standards.Now let’s select results to view the resource card that displays all the information we selected. For this example the results generated one resource card. Depending on your selected content search, you may get multiple resource cards. The next step is to select more in the upper right hand corner of the card. From the target details page you can download a PDF using this button. There is also a link to the sample items website. The sample items are another great tool to support teachers in accessing  grade-level items.  As you scroll down, you will see a hover bar that provides quick access to resources we are now going to describe.They include: overview to take you back to the top of the page;standards, which displays each of the related standards;Depth of Knowledge, commonly referred to as DOK, which shows the cognitive processing needed to complete the task,Evidence which are statements that reflect what students should be able to do related to the standards;Accessibility, which gives ideas for accessibility and accommodations helpful for students;Stimuli that is relevant to the content, for example passages, audio, web pages, or other scenarios for students to react to;and, Task Models that provide a template of how a test item should be written so that a student can show mastery of skills and depth of understanding. Now that we have reviewed the information available, let’s revisit the PDF option mentioned earlier.The Content Explorer Download a PDF option allows users to generate a custom PDF using the  PDF GENERATOR option. 

https://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org/


Discussion

● Do you see anything surprising on the test 
blueprints? 

● How do you see using SBAC test blueprints?
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MT Balanced Assessment System 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When Montana joined with other states to create a new summative assessment aligned to college and career ready standards, a benefit of the GSEG grant was the requirement along with the resources to create more than just a summative assessment, the requirement was to create an assessment system that could be used year round and provide resources to teachers and schools beyond just a summative test to use for accountability.  The Smarter Balanced Assessment System did just that. We are all familiar with the end of year, summative assessment that is given as a snapshot once a year. But the other two components, interim assessments and formative assessments (instructional support)  is what we want to highlight today. All three components of the balanced assessment system derives from the Montana Content Standards with the goal of preparing all students to leave high school college and career ready. Both the formative and Interim assessments are OPTIONAL resources for districts, schools and teachers. Support High Quality teaching Improve Learning for all students



Questions?

OPI Helpdesk
Phone: 1.844.867.2569       
Email: OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

Professional Development Questions:

Duane Schlabach | Assessment Specialist | Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov

Marisa Graybill | Mathematics Instructional Coordinator | Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions? Feel free to contact the people on the screen. To request additional assessment professional development complete this form the OPI state testing website. 

mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:marisa.franklin@mt.gov
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