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Quick Survey 

Montana Schools Interim Use

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIhhludsabI
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MT Balanced Assessment System 



Benefits of Using Interim Assessments 

Student Benefits 

● Exposure to the testing 

platform

○ Highlighter, calculator, 

equation editor,etc.

● Practice testing environment

● Practice with grade level 

rigorous content 

● Practice accommodations

● Data can be shared with 

students

Teacher Benefits 

● Items aligned to our MT 

Content Standards

● Familiarity to testing platform

● Actionable and complete 

immediate results 

● Resources to help guide 

instructional practice

● Flexible- use in standard or 

non-standard administration 



TWO TYPES: 

IABICA
Interim
Assessment
Blocks

Interim
Comprehensive
Assessment

○ Small sets of related 

concepts 

(10-15 question)

○ Class period to administer 

○ Scores reported as below, 

at/near and above proficient. 

○ Provide detailed information 

for instructional purposes

○ Same blueprint as summative

■ A section with 30-40 

questions ELA or Math

■ Performance Task (PT)

○ Provides scaled score similar to 

summative scale score

○ Students must complete the 

question and PT to get a score

○ Provides detailed information for 

instructional purposes 



M
A
T
H



M
A
T
H



E
L
A



Interim Assessments in Montana 

Montana Students who took the interims scored higher...

During the 17-18 school year, statistically significant findings indicate that students 

who took the ICA or at least one IAB scored higher on the summative assessment 

than on the interim.

Montana Schools are using interims

During 2018-19 school year over 150 schools used Interim Assessments with over 20,000 

IABs and 1,500 ICAs completed by Montana Students.



MT Portal Overview

10

1. Go to https://mt.portal.airast.org

2. Click on Smarter Balanced 

● Interim Assessment Viewing 

Application

● Test Administration 

● AIRWays Interim Reporting 

● Digital Library

● Practice & Training Test 
(Practice and Training Tests are available to 

administer and view. They are not part of the Interim 

Testing System)

https://mt.portal.airast.org


How do I Administer Interims? 

● Same procedure as administering the summative 
● May administer multiple times (same questions)
● IABs and ICAs may have overlapping items 

TIPS: 
● Teachers must be enrolled as TE (Teacher) to administer 

and review results
● If the teacher is not administering, student rosters must be 

created in TIDE and assigned to each teacher.  
● Students may take exams from different grade levels. 

Permissions must be set in TIDE prior to testing to do so. 
● One Pager How to Administer on Interim Assessment 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ghLbV3-NgASTjEUgKuHuYuTARd0vHLov7XUNOigwEgQ/edit


Who Can Administer? Who Can See Results?

District Test Coordinators (DC)

School Test Coordinators (SC)

Teachers (TE)

Test Administrators (TA) 

*Everyone must take the annual 

“Test Administrator Certification” 

before administering. 

District Test Coordinators (DC)

School Test Coordinators (SC)

Teachers (TE)

Test Administrators (TA) 

*In order to see Interim Assessment results, 

Teachers must be enrolled as a Teacher (TE). 

Test Administrators (TA) can not see results.  

Interim Assessments Administration
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Learn more about User Roles and Access

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMJY1Ciln-gahMqbmFMgP3mVaUSS7-4j/view?usp=sharing


Interim Assessment Security 

● Student- and Teacher-facing only
● Not be publicly displayed or distributed outside the classroom 



In the Interim Assessment Viewing Application, 
choose an interim to examine. 

a. How can these help your students?
b. How can these help your instructional 

planning?

Let’s dig into Interims! 
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What benefits for student learning, and your 
own instructional practices, do you see in 
using Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments?

DISCUSSION:



Things to Consider before 
Administering 

❖ What's the purpose?

❖ How will the data be used to improve teaching and 

learning?



Where Can I Find My 
Students’ Interim Results? 

AIRWays Interim Reporting shows 
robust Interim Assessment results 

The Online Reporting System is the 
place to view Summative Assessment 
Results 



What Types of Results Do I Receive?



Individual Student Report 



Filters

You can sort by Claim either using the Filters on the 
left or if you gave an ICA, they sort for you. 



Machine Scored Items 

Staring during the 2019-2020 school year, interim assessments short and open responses will be 

machined scored. 

Goal: reduce teacher grading time and speed up the return of interim scores and feedback for students. 

● Machine scored items predict human responses to a specific prompt through exposure to scores 

provided by experienced and trained human scorers. 

● Two human scorers are almost always within one point of each other, and the same is true of the 

machine scorer as well. 

● If you disagree with the machine scored written response item:

1. Review the response relative to the rubric.

2. You then can provide your own code or score if needed using the pencil icon. 

● Machine scored items that are flagged as "low- confidence" by the machine are indicated to 

educator to review and score using the rubric and pencil icon.



Billing Public Schools- Using 
Interim Assessments Data

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baHGKrFByDg


Understanding Your Data 

What Data Have You Collected?

● Collected Formative Data during administration 

○ Any major ah-ha’s during testing that needs review?

○ Examples: 

■ All were stuck on this one question

■ Students could not find the calculator

■ Did not know how to underline

■ Distracted by highlighter

■ Jane did not like using her read aloud accommodation, 

we need to review this tool with her one on one 

■ Was not using scrap paper as much as they should 

have

● Interim Assessment Data from AIRways Interim Reporting 



Understanding Your Data  

Sample Interim Review Reflection Protocol: Reflect on data and 

create next steps for your instruction and your students! 



Hand Scoring ELA: Rubrics

Brief Write Rubrics

(IABs)

● 2 points

● 0, 1, 2

● Did the student 

answer the question?

Performance Task Rubrics (ICAs)

● 10 points

○ 4 point Organization rubric 

+

○ 4 point elaboration rubric +

○ 2 point Conventions

■ Can get 2 points even 

if completely off topic

https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/brief-write-rubrics.pdf
https://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/subjects/science/assessment/smarter-balanced_scoring_rubrics.pdf


Scoring Writing: Practice!

1. Look at the practice stimuli (Find samples under TIDE→ General 

Resources) 

2. Review the rubric expectations

3. Take some time to grade several responses.

a. What do you notice? Did you all pick the same score for 

each sample response? 



Where can you get additional SB Questions to use in your 
instruction?

Public Sample Items 

● Anyone can access 
them 

● Share with 
parents/homework

● Sort by 
grade/subject/claim

● Screenshot or pull up in 
front of class

Practice test/Training Test - internal 
only

● Secure login through Airway
● Administer like summative
● No results if administer
● mt.portal.airast.org

Montana Starting Smarter- Parent Site
● Site made for parents to help 

navigate SB results
● No data shared on site 
● Directs parents to sample items 

https://mt.startingsmarter.org/


Digital Library

● Support Students
● Plan instruction 
● Take Action 



Digital Library



Interim Assessment Training 

Materials

bit.ly/InterimTrainingResources



Interim Assessment 2 hour 
Course

https://learninghub.mrooms.net/course/view.php?id=379


Questions?

Professional Development Questions:
Duane Schlabach | Assessment Specialist | Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov

Marisa Graybill | Mathematics Instructional Coordinator | Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov

Teacher Learning Hub: Interim Assessment Course 

opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Interim-Assessment

OPI Helpdesk

1.844.867.2569       

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

bit.ly/InterimTrainingResources

mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:marisa.franklin@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Interim-Assessment
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

