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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note to the audience that you will be providing a period of time at the end of this session where people are encouraged to explore their district/school data. This means that I am going to go through the presentation first and then provide time where I can float around the room. Note: This is an introductory course to the ORS and if attendees want a deeper level look at accessing data they should consider attending my session on Monday, from 4:00-5:00 in the State Room or at 9:20-10:20 A.M. on Tuesday in the Montana Room. 



Objectives

After this session, participants will be able to 

access their district/school’s Smarter Balanced 

summative score reports in the Online Reporting 

System AIR portal.  
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Agenda

• Independent work time
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the agenda we will be going through today. We are going to walk through these topics together and I am going to provide you with "step by step" instructions on accessing your data from the ORS. Note the independent work time scheduled at the end. 



What is MontCAS?
MontCAS

ACT

Science 

Alternate Science

WIDA

MSAA 

Smarter Balanced
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Try to see MontCAS as the umbrella that covers all six of the required state-wide assessments.  MontCAS is a portal that is created and managed by the OPI. 



MontCAS Data Privacy Policy

• Montana has strict data-sharing laws and policies. 
• All educators involved in the administration of statewide 

assessments are responsible for maintaining the privacy and 
security of all student records as specified in FERPA and by state 
law.

• All MontCAS portals are web-based and restricted-use reporting 
systems. 

• Specific usernames and passwords allow access to confidential 
school and student data.

• Only “school officials” should have credentials for accessing 
MontCAS restricted-use online test management portals.

See the handout for specific details!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m going to start this webinar by talking a little bit about MontCAS before we go into the Smarter Balanced portal to see Smarter Balanced assessments. I’m doing this in order to address data privacy and user policy. Data Privacy: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA). Personally Identifiable Information (PII)Accessing MontCAS should be done by school officials only  who have the credentials for accessing such. 



MontCAS Data Privacy Policy
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This handout explains in more detail the rules surrounding Personally Identifiable Information, or PII, and the steps in the Privacy Policy that help ensure we follow these rules. Data Privacy: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA). Personally Identifiable Information (PII)



MontCAS User Policy

• Only authorized users access and manage accounts. 
• STC must be confirmed by the AR in the OPI Contacts 

System. 
• Annual verification of STC and user accounts.

Annually the OPI will review and 
refresh user accounts to limit access 
to these secure, restricted-use online 
systems to only authorized personnel.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
System Test Coordinator (STC): This is the person chosen by the Authorized Representative (AR) of the district to be the person responsible for overseeing all statewide required assessments within the district. All accounts require annual verification in order to avoid FERPA regulations. As people move any district information must remain within the district. 



MontCAS User Policy

Role of the System Test Coordinator (STC):   
• Sole person responsible for managing administration of 

the suite of MontCAS assessments. 
• Point of contact for all assessment related materials and 

alerts. 
• Assigns accounts to school/district staff who have

• completed OPI-specified test administration training,
• are familiar with standardized testing procedures, 
• are employed by the school system. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ORS can be accessed by teachers (TE) or administrators (DA, DC, SC). We recommend assigning your teachers as TE so that they can see their own data as well as use interim assessment data. A TA role does not allow access to the data or to the interims. Note: STC’s or Building Coordinators (BC’s) are required to build a roster list for their school level users in order for teachers with TE roles to see their student data. Without a roster anyone below a district level will not see any student data for privacy reasons (i.e.: to keep teachers from seeing the scores of every student in the district). 



MontCAS User Policy
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a visual that outlines user roles. The state level user is limited to OPI employees within the Assessment DivisionThe Authorized Representative is the main contact for a school district. The System Test Coordinator is selected by the AR and can only be one person within a districtIf a district has various buildings the STC can assign one person from each building to oversee assessments in their building. The Test Educator is typically the role of a classroom teacher administering the assessmentThe Test Administrator is often an educator whose responsibility is to administer a test. They will not be permitted access to the data because they are not teaching these students. A TA can be a proctor, a licensed substitute teacher, etc.. 



Questions about MontCAS? 

Need help?  
Reach out to the OPI Assessment Help Desk
Call 1.844.867.2569  
Email: OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q&A



Online Reporting System
MontCAS

ACT

Science 

Alternate Science

WIDA

MSAA 

Smarter Balanced
• Online 

Reporting 
System
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now in this next section, we are going to move away from MontCAS into the results for Smarter Balanced Assessments, one of the six required statewide assessments that assess math and ELA in grades 3-8. The portal you use to access Smarter Balanced score reports specifically looks at the preliminary results of your school/district and is not available to those who do not have user permissions for the district account. 



Online Reporting System Overview

● AIR account users can access Smarter Balanced 3-8 ELA and 

Math reports a few weeks after administering

● Account users can access data

● Teachers need to be assigned as TE in order to see data

● Preliminary proficiency information provided

● Reports by Roster, Teacher, Student, and Individual Student 

Reports

● Claim and Target level data reports that can be used

for instructional purposes
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Everyone Has A Role 

OPI

AR 

STC

BC

TE

Student
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Define each role in detail. 



Where is my Summative 
Assessment Data?

Go to:  
mt.portal.airast.org

Click on:
● Smarter Balanced
● Online Reporting 

System
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where is the summative data? Head to mt.portal.airast.org. Select Smarter BalancedSelect the Online Reporting System. You will need to log in during the process. 



Score Reports: Two Places 

• Export Excel data
• PDF Score Reports 

for parents

• Visually see reports
• Grade and Teacher level
• Student level + printouts
• Subgroup data
• Claims + Target level
• Trends over the years 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You now have two options. You can receive data as an excel or in PDF format using the retrieve student results. We recommend looking directly at the data in the Score Reports. These reports are already categorized and easy to print and analyze.  



Score Reports
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select Score Reports 



Score Reports: Homepage

State Proficiency Levels 

Summative Data, 2018-
2019

Find School

Use middle setting “current 
students” to best reflect the data in 
your student information system.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a screenshot of the home page within the Score Reports page. A few things worth noting:Select the data you want to see (i.e.: Summative Data and the year). You are able to access all previous Smarter score reports by selecting the appropriate year. Depending on your user role you may or may not have the option of selecting a school within the district to view. If you have district access you can see all school and student data. Building Coordinator access gives you access to the score reports of all students within the building. If you have TE access you will only be permitted to see the students who have been assigned to you in the roster. The proficiency levels as you see them on the Homepage are broken down by grade, number of students tested and the percent proficient. As noted in the red box, using the middle setting labeled “scores for my current students” best reflects the demographic  data. 



Click on Number or Percent
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data is available in three levels; subject level, claims level and target level. Each successive level is a deeper look into the data and its relationship with the Montana Content Standards.  We will begin by leaving the Homepage and looking at the Subject Level Data. 1. Choose the grade level you want to view and then select either the Number of Students Tested or Percent Proficient tab. They both go to the same place so it doesn’t matter which one you select.  



Subject Level Data

● State Wide
● District (Green) 
● School 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the screen that you will see next, which is the subject level data view. Note that the score report is broken down into the percentage in each achievement level with four achievement levels (Level 1-novice, 2-nearing proficient, 3-proficient, 4-advanced). Note that Montana state averages are automatically listed in the top row. If you decide you don’t want to see your district/schools comparison to the state average, simple click on the “Comparison” button and the state average bar will disappear. At any point if you would like to print or export the information into an excel doc click on the print button or export button in the upper right hand corner. 



Breakdown Data by Subgroups
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Within the grade level you can sort by indicators such as Gender, IDEA indicator, EL status, race, etc. Questions you may want to ask as you and your staff analyze this data include:Are there any major discrepancies you see between sub groups? What conversations could your school teams have by looking at this grade level and sub group data?



Claims Level Data

1. Click on the School and the box on the 
right will pop up on your screen. 
2. Click on the carrot at the far right of the 
What column
3. Select Claims
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s go to the next level of data; the claims level. A claim looks at the overarching concepts being assessed. The way to do this is to click on the school, or white, box as shown by the red arrow. Selecting the school will result in a box appearing in the middle of your screen that looks like this, You have a lot of options for viewing data by using this box but for this exercise, click on the carrot at the right hand side of the What option. Your options will be Subject, Claim and Target and you should select Claims, then click View.   



Score Reports

Subject: Math | ELA
Grade: Grade Levels
Who:  School | Teacher | Roster | Student
What: Subject | Claim | Target 
When: Current Admin | Trend 

District Level

School Level Subject: Math | ELA
Grade: Grade Levels 
Who: Teacher | Roster | Student
What: Subject | Claim | Target 
When: Current Admin | Trend 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Depending on your user role you will see one or other box as shown. The main difference is that a district user is able to view various schools while a school user is limited to the student data within that school. 



Claims Level Data

1. Click on the School and the box on the 
right will pop up on your screen. 
2. Click on the carrot at the far right of the 
What column
3. Select Claims
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s go to the next level of data; the claims level. A claim looks at the overarching concepts being assessed. The way to do this is to click on the school, or white, box as shown by the red arrow. Selecting the school will result in a box appearing in the middle of your screen that looks like this, You have a lot of options for viewing data by using this box but for this exercise, click on the carrot at the right hand side of the What option. Your options will be Subject, Claim and Target and you should select Claims, then click View.   



Claims Level Data

Claims-Level Data 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a screenshot of what your claims level data will look like for math. Note that math has three claims, or overarching concepts that are assessed. They are Concepts and Procedures, Problem Solving and Modeling & Data Analysis, and Communicating Reasoning. **Note: It is important to acknowledge that at the claims level data you are viewing the “Claim Achievement” categories which are three levels (orange-below standard, gray-at or near standard, and teal-above standard). This is a detailed view beyond the subject as the latter level provided. The subject level data measures the “Achievement Level” of the subject as a whole. 



Claims Level Data

Claims-Level Data 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a screenshot of what your claims level data will look like for ELA. Note that ELA has four claims, or overarching concepts that are assessed. They are Reading, Writing, Listening, and Research/Inquiry



Target Level Data

1. Click on the School and the box on the 
right will pop up on your screen. 
2. Click on the carrot at the far right of the 
What column
3. Select Targets
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Target level data is the more specific link to standards. Similar to how you got to the Claims Data, click on the school or white box, and the blue box will appear. This time under the What option select, Target instead of Claims as we did the last time.  



Target Level

Target-Level Data 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a screenshot of target level data. Targets vary by grade and are aligned with the Montana Content Standards. Let’s focus on the far right side of the screen where you have the green checkmarks, red x’s and yellow circles. The Legend for these symbols is shown at the top of the screen. [Go through the Legend with audience] Now, notice the area of green plus signs, blue equal signs, blue subtraction signs and asterisks. Here is the legend for those areas. It is worthy to note that for a summative report, not every student is presented with the same set of items. When looking at a group report as a whole, a classroom or entire grade, it is possible that some students did not even receive an item that measures one specific target (i.e.: “Reading: Literary Test: Target 1”). If you have a small class size you may see a lot of asterisks, this means that the students in that report were not assessed on that specific target. Keep in mind that target reports are entirely relative to the group you are pulling the report on. You can receive different “results” if you look at an entire grade vs. a few classrooms, etc. because it pulls data on all the targets that group of student received and performed on relative to the group.Look at Target D, which I’ve highlighted in green. This could be an area of concern for an educator and he/she may want to focus on teaching a unit around this standard. Being able to use Target D and finding lesson plans for this standard in the Digital Library as well as connecting it to the interim assessments as a benchmark assessment for the next year can all be explored further in tomorrow mornings three sessions in the State Room. 



Trend Data

1. Click on the School and the box on the 
right will pop up on your screen. 
2. Click on the carrot at the far right of the 
Who column
3. Select Student 28

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You have now seen the three levels of data in the ORS (subject, claim and target level). Suppose you want to see trend data of individual students. Here is the way to get there:Click on school or white box which will bring up the blue box as I’ve shown you previously. This time go to the Who dropdown menu and select Student, then click View.  



Trend Data

Select a student name 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your screen will look very similar to what you are seeing here, with all students listed on the left hand side. Select the student whose data and trend you deem appropriate. This view allow you to see trends over time within your school/district as well as percent proficient or average score. 



Trend Data
Select View

30

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This will bring up the blue box again. If you want to change anything in your search engine at this point make the appropriate selections (just make sure that under Who the Student stays selected) and click View. 



Trend Data

Grade 3:
Level 3

Grade 4:
Level 3

Grade 5:
Level 3

Grade 6:
Level 4
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your screen will show the individual score report of the student and as you scroll down you will see the trend data. I added the blue boxes with the grade level of the student and the level of proficiency. This view allow you to see trends over time within your school/district. 



Using the Data
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you’ve seen the various ways in which you are able to access and use students summative score report data, I want to provide you with some guiding questions as you are looking your district/school data. [Read questions]



Using the Data
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Read questions]



Next Steps
1. How can you use the ORS within your 

district/school? 

2. How can you use Smarter Balanced Interim 
Assessment to help align curriculum and 
understand the level of rigor of our state 
standards? 
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Independent Work Time

Take the remainder of the time in 
the session to explore your 
district/schools Smarter data

I will be moving around the room to 
assist and answer any questions. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am going to give all of you time to log-in to your district/school data and explore the data using the knowledge you have acquired from this session. I will be moving around the room to help answer any questions you may have. 



GEMS Data- 2019 SBAC Data
• http://gems.opi.mt.gov

• Some browsers work better than others, depends on 
the browser you have and the version of Windows

• Firefox and Chrome seem to work best for most people

• Two Versions of GEMS
• Public 

• Masked for all counts below 10 – No Student Level Data
• Secure

• Counts down to 0 and Student Level Data available for the 
students you are granted access to (your school/district)

• Many different types of data available within GEMS
• Dropout, Graduation, Testing, Enrollment, Financial…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we wrap up this session, I want to mention GEMS. We don’t have the time to go into GEMS in this webinar but the data you see in GEMS is not the same data you see in the AIR portal we just walked through.GEMS is open to public view while the AIR portal is restricted to district/school approved users. 

http://gems.opi.mt.gov/


Questions?
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Duane Schlabach
Assessment Specialist 

Montana Office of Public Instruction
Phone: 406.444.0748

E-mail: Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an introductory course to the ORS and if attendees want a deeper level look at accessing data they should consider attending my session on Monday, from 4:00-5:00 in the State Room or at 9:20-10:20 A.M. on Tuesday in the Montana Room

mailto:amcgrath@mt.gov


Printing Individual Student 
Results
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You used to receive a handout like this to distribute to parents per the ESSA requirements. Starting this year district’s will not be receiving these paper form score reports but will be required to print off their own score reports to distribute to parents, preferably at parent-teacher conference. I’m going to walk you through the process of accessing these individual student reports. 



Printing Individual 
Student Results

39

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. Select Retrieve Student Results2. Under Report Type make sure you select PDF’s of Student Reports3. Under Administration you are able to choose the assessment year. 4. Choose the grade[s] you desire under Tested Grade. 5. Under Step 2: Choose Who your screen will look different depending on your user access level. 6. When you have made all your selections click on the Export to Inbox button.   



Individual Student Reports
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you have selected Export to Inbox you will find the downloaded PDF report in the Inbox. 



Student Level Reports

Retrieve Student Results 

• PDFs of Student Reports - send 
home to guardian or handout at 
parent teacher conferences 

• Student summative data over 
the years
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can print student reports from this PDF. 



Questions about Score Reports? 

42
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