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Origin of IEFA ACT Writing Prompts

 Transition from Montana 
University System 
Writing Assessment 
(MUSWA) to ACT Writing 
Assessment Beginning in 
2016-17

 Not a clear 
understanding of new 
test, scoring, and 
expectations among 
stakeholders

 IEFA offers opportunity 
to explore complex 
ideas and events from 
multiple perspectives



ACT Writing 
Assessment

 40 minute essay test. Paper and 
pencil

 Writing prompt describes a complex 
issue with three points of view

 Student articulates their point of 
view and analyzes the relationship 
between their perspective and at 
least one of the expressed points of 
view.

 Designed to provide postsecondary 
institutions the student’s of 
understanding of written English 
language conventions and ability to 
produce a direct writing sample



Scoring  

 Student receives a total of 5 
scores all scaled 1-6. Total score 
is combination of 2 reader scores. 
(up to 12 points)

 Ideas and Analysis

 Development and Support

 Organization

 Language Use and Convention

 Composite (Average of 4 Domain 
Scores)



Montana Writing 
Scores Averages

 2016-17: 6.40

 2017-18: 6.28

 2018-19: 6.38

Source: OPI GEMS ACT Dashboard 
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentAchievement/Pages/
ACTDashboard.aspx

https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentAchievement/Pages/ACTDashboard.aspx


Sample Writing Prompt:  
Bad Laws



IEFA Writing 
Prompt: Treaty 
Rights
 Essential Understanding 4: 

Reservations were not given to 
tribes but reserved through 
treaties, statutes, and executive 
orders. (Fort Laramie Treaties of 
1851 and 1868 and Hellgate
Treaty of 1855)

 Essential Understanding 7: 
American Indian Tribal Nations 
are inherent sovereign nations 
and they possess sovereign 
powers separate and independent 
from federal and state 
governments.  The extent and 
breadth of self governing powers 
are not the same for each tribe



IEFA Writing Prompt: Human Origins In 
North America

 Essential 
Understanding 3:  
Tribes have oral 
histories which predate 
the “discovery” of 
America and are just 
as valid as written 
histories



Other ACT 
Resources

 Writing Curriculum Review 
Worksheets

 Writing Test Information and Tips 
Webpage

 ACT for Students and Parents

 Half Day PD Workshop

http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/CCRS-WritingCurriculumWorksheet.pdf
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/writing-test-prep.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents.html


Questions?

 Zach Hawkins

 406-444-0708
 zachariah.hawkins@mt.gov
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