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WHICH STUDENTS ARE HOMELESS?
Students may be identified as homeless if they are living in any of the following 
situations –

1. In a shelter – domestic violence, emergency homeless shelter, transitional 
housing, etc.

2. Doubled-Up – living with friends or family members due to loss of housing 
related to a natural disaster (fire/flood), domestic violence, lack of affordable 
housing, job loss, or other financial crisis

3. Hotel or motel – because they cannot afford housing
4. Unsheltered – this includes living in a tent/RV, sleeping in a place not 

intended to be a home (barn, storage facility, etc) or living in substandard 
housing
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http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Title%20&%20Other%20Federal%20Programs/Homeless%20Files/Guidance%20for%20Substandard%20Housing.pdf


THE LAW
 Immediate enrollment
 School of origin
 Free school meals
 Transportation
 Equal Access to all programs, including extra-
curricular programs 



33 33 43

264

493
469407

437

601

843

997
1072

2209 2159 2167

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

2017 2018 2019

Homeless students by District size

Below 101 101-499 500-999 1000-3999 Above 3999



1% 1% 1%7%

12%

11%

11%

11%

14%

22%
24% 25%

59%

52%
50%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

2017 2018 2019

Percent of Homeless students 

Below 101 101-499 500-999 1000-3999 Above 3999



2019 All Students

2019 Homeless 
Students

2019 Economically 
Disadvantaged 
Students

20577, 26%

18589, 24%
24030, 31%

14466, 19%

L1
L2
L3
L4

849, 
53%

379, 
23%

268, 
17%

107, 7%

178 - Academic Achievement in Reading (Language Arts)

12980, 
38%

8734, 
26%

8530, 
25%

3702, 
11%



22302, 29%

23555, 30%

18516, 24%

13208, 17%

L1
L2
L3
L4

919, 
58%

439, 
28%

158, 
10%

73, 4%

13840, 
41%

10529, 
31%

6326, 
19%

3197, 
9%

2019 All Students

2019 Homeless 
Students

2019 Economically 
Disadvantaged 
Students

175 - Academic Achievement in Mathematics



2966, 9%

8706, 28%

13729, 43%

6241, 20%

L1
L2
L3
L4

198, 
32%

226, 
37%

162, 
26%

30, 5%

2356, 
18%

4328, 
32%

5227, 
39%

1479, 
11%

2019 Homeless 
Students

2019 Economically 
Disadvantaged 
Students

2019 All Students

179 - Academic Achievement in Science



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

L4 L3 L2 L1

2019 Homeless Math Assessment Results with no Title I services

Target assistance Eligible not Participating Not Eligible



50

132

360

917

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000

L4

L3

L2

L1

2019 Homeless Math Assessment Results with Title I Services



1
1 1

3
6 5

15

23

14

21

19

30
32

34

47

63

50

43

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

2017 2018 2019

DropOuts

7 8 9 10 11 12

032 - Dropouts



231

281

349

5 9 5
0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

2017 2018 2019

Graduated Earned HiSET
040 - Graduates & Completers
032 - Dropouts



FOCUS ON TEST SCORES
Are all students identified as homeless accessing Title I services?

Is there an achievement gap between homeless and low income students?

Our test is the ACT – do students take the test seriously if they do not think 
they college bound?

Test scheduling – are we scheduling the test when families have run out of 
SNAP (Food Stamp) benefits? 

Studies from Duke and the University of Wisconsin show that student test 
scores are lower when families have run out of SNAP benefits.
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.3102/0002831218761337
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2992390


YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR 
SURVEY DATA

Statewide the reported rate of homelessness was 
almost 5%, in Montana.
In some urban districts in Montana it was as high as 
10% of all students who responded to the survey.

2017 Youth Risk Behavior Survey Special Report: Homelessness
2019 Youth Risk Behavior Survey Special Report: Homelessness
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http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Homeless/Homeless%20Files/YRBS%202017%20Special%20Homeless%20Report.pdf?ver=2019-08-27-112402-533
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Homeless/Homeless%20Files/YRBS%202019%20Special%20Homeless%20Repport.pdf?ver=2019-08-27-112350-033


SELF-REPORTED RISK FACTORS 
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1. Did not go to school because they felt unsafe at school or on their way to or from school during the past 30 days2. Were threatened or injured with a weapon on school property during the past 12 months3. Had been physically forced to have sexual intercourse when they did not want to4. Were bullied on school property during the past 12 months5. Had been electronically bullied during the past 12 months6. Had been the victim of teasing or name calling because someone thought they were gay, lesbian or bisexual7. Felt sad or hopeless almost every day for 2 or more weeks in a row during the past 12 months8. Made a plan about how they would attempt suicide during the past 12 monthsAttempted suicide during the past 12 months



SELF-REPORTED SUBSTANCE ABUSE
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1. Ever tried cigarette smoking2. Ever used electronic vapor products (e-cigarettes, e-cigars, e-pipes, vape pipes, vaping pens, ehookahs, and hookah pens such as blu, NJOY, or Starbuzz) {2017} Ever used electronic vapor products (e.g., JUUL, Vuse, MarkTen, blu, e-cigarettes, vapes, vape pens, e-cigars, e-hookahs, hookah pens, and mods.) {2019}3. Had 4 or more drinks (if female) 5 or more drinks (if male) of alcohol within a couple hours during the past 30 days4. Ever used marijuana in their lifetime5. Ever used methamphetamines in their lifetime6. Ever used ecstasy in their lifetime7. Ever used prescription pain medicine without a doctor’s prescription or differently than how it was prescribed in their lifetime 


	Slide Number 1
	Closing the Achievement Gap for Students Experiencing Homelessness
	Which Students are Homeless?
	The Law
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Focus on Test scores
	Youth Risk Behavior Survey Data
	Self-reported Risk Factors 
	Self-reported Substance abuse

