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OUR FOCUS

● What is the Digital Library?
● Why use the Digital Library?
● How do I navigate the Digital Library?
● How can it more efficiently help us meet the needs of 

our students?
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Smarter Balanced
A Balanced Assessment System

Common 
Core State 
Standards 

specify 
K-12 

expectations 
for college 
and career 
readiness

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools they need 

to improve 
teaching and 

learning

Interim assessments 
Flexible, open, used 

for actionable 
feedback

Summative 
assessments 

Benchmarked to college 
and career readiness

Educator resources for 
formative assessment 

practices
to improve instruction
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SUMMATIVE

FORMATIVE INTERIM
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The Digital Library is for
 formative assessment.  
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Let’s Hear From You….

What is formative 
assessment?

Go to www.menti.com 
and use the code  61 52 20

https://www.mentimeter.com/public/a82cf563b0fa7286c99c8972b9e75d9d
http://www.menti.com


“Formative Assessment is a deliberate process used by teachers 
and students during instruction that provides actionable 

feedback used to adjust ongoing teaching and learning 
strategies and improves students’ attainment of curricular 

learning targets/goals.”

Formative Process
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Connections of 

Formative 

Assessment & 

PLCS



“When teachers do formative assessment 

effectively, students learn at roughly double the 

rate than they do without it.” ~Dylan William



Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 

Digital Library

● An online collection of instructional and 
professional learning resources 
contributed by educators for educators. 

● Resources are aligned with the intent of 
the Common Core State Standards and 
will help educators implement the 
Formative Assessment Process to 
improve teaching and learning.



“WHY” the Digital Library for Formative Process?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIXu0YnHpj8


Resources Aligned to the

Four Attributes of the

Formative Assessment Process

Clarify 
Intended
Learning

Elicit 
Evidence

Act on
Evidence

Interpret 
Evidence



The Formative Assessment Process

Clarify 
Intended
Learning Elicit 

Evidence

Act on
Evidence

Interpret 
Evidence

o Clear Targets
o Learning Goals
o Success Criteria



The Formative Assessment Process

Clarify 
Intended
Learning

Elicit 
Evidence

Act on
Evidence

Interpret 
Evidence

o Interaction with Students
o Observations
o Questioning           Strategies
o Focused Student           

Observations
o Student Work
o Teachers
o Peers
o Individual Reflection



The Formative Assessment Process

Clarify 
Intended
Learning

Elicit 
Evidence

Act on
Evidence Interpret 

Evidence

Teacher, Peers, or Student Identify:
• Learning Goal vs. Success Criteria: 

• Gap between the goal and 
criteria?

• Misunderstanding?
• Procedural error?
• Lack of skill(s)?

Do I need to adjust instruction?



Planning for Instruction

Once educators and 
students have had a 
chance to interpret 
results of gathering 
evidence, what should 
happen next?

Clarify 
Intended
Learning

Elicit 
Evidence

Act on
Evidence

Interpret 
Evidence



Non-Examples of the Digital Library

● Not an assessment bank

● Not a library for the general public (the library will 
require registration and login)

● Not a site where any resource can automatically 
be posted: all resources must be vetted through 
the Quality Criteria.



Value in these Resources

•Aligned to the MT ELA and Math standards

•Aligned to the Formative assessment process



Effectively Searching in the Digital Library
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmFpIIRAa8w


Tour the Digital Library
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Access to the Digital Library

https://sbdigitallibrary.org/
● Provided by OPI to Montana educators at no charge

● All licensed educators in Montana schools

● Do a self sign-up from the DL tool card on the MT portal at 
https://mtportal.airast.org

● Don’t have a password or don’t remember it???
● Pam Birkeland, pbirkeland@mt.gov
● 406-560-2060
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https://sbdigitallibrary.org/
https://mtportal.airast.org/
mailto:pbirkeland@mt.gov


● Search & filter for relevant resources.  

● Add these to your FAVORITES

● Be sure to check out the Playlists

● Share your discoveries with someone next to you

● What questions about using the Digital Library do you still 
have?

A Few Options to Explore



DRUMROLL PLEASE…...

Playlists Aligned to Interim 

Assessments

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itAOGRiYRLI


A Scenario….
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So….a 4th Grade teacher has engaged 
students in this Domain “Block”-OA



Teacher decides to give an SBAC 

Interim Block….
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Gives students this 30-40 minute interim and 

immediately has these results….

28



29



30



Now What?

You need to ACT on EVIDENCE!  

 How can I do this efficiently?
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Go to the aligned 4th Grade Operations 
& Algebraic Playlist 

in the Digital Library
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https://www.smarterbalancedlibrary.org/content/smarter-balanced-connections-playlist-grade-4-operations-and-algebraic-thinking
https://www.smarterbalancedlibrary.org/content/smarter-balanced-connections-playlist-grade-4-operations-and-algebraic-thinking


Playlist Example: IAB Fractions



Playlist Example: IAB Informational



2  things you learned that were valuable to 

you.

1  question or comment. 

Feel free to put your name and email on it if you like. (optional)
35



MontCAS Contacts

For assistance with getting signed up for Digital Library
Pam Birkeland, Special Projects
406-560-2060  pbirkeland@mt.gov

OPI MontCAS Information and Contacts
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mailto:pbirkeland@mt.gov
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing
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Support Resources

● Presentation: tinyurl.com/2019dl
● Top 10 Tips for Digital Library
● Video: Effectively Searching in DL
● Using the Playlists
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https://tinyurl.com/2019dl
http://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/digital-library-user-guide-ten-tips.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmFpIIRAa8w
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/educators/the-digital-library/#playlists


Becky Berg
bergba@billingsschools.org 

406-794-2015

mailto:bergba@billingsschools.org

