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What first steps do researchers take in a study

• They come to research with a question, sometimes ill defined, that defines 
the scope of the investigations and what data is needed.

• It helps, as a second step, to understand the data available to you.
• GEMS is a frequently used data source for district users and the general public.
• School level and Student level data is provided to OPI by schools. GEMS provides that 

data back to schools in a way that helps you better understand the data available to 
you.

• To get secure access to student level data (district users), email Robin 
Clausen @ robin.clausen@mt.gov.

• If you already have secure access feel free to follow along on your laptop or 
tablet. https://gems.opi.mt.gov.

mailto:robin.clausen@mt.gov
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/


Kyle, insert your slides on a school like mine database

This is the main menu. 
Select Data to get to each 
domain’s overview page. 
Select Find Schools for 
school profile and 
comparison tool.
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This is the data menu. 
By selecting the icon 
you will be given a list 
of available datasets in 
the School Finance 
Domain.



Right – Click 
On Graph



This is the page 
counter. It helps give 
you an idea of the size 
of the dataset.

This is the save icon – it looks 
like a floppy disk. This allows 
you to save the dataset to pdf, 
csv, Excel.

After selecting the parameters 
you must press run for the 
data to display. This applies to 
each time you select a 
parameter.







Right Click on Tiny 
Box



Criteria Selection for Menu Below is  
by LE (LEA) and School. The number 
for each are the LE Number and 
School Code.



Right – Click 
On Graph



Right Click on Tiny 
Box











Economic Disadvantage contains data on 
free and reduced lunch

An asterisk signifies that student data is masked for privacy 
reasons (< 10 cell count). Data is not masked on secure 
GEMS.



Questions?

• This presentation touches the surface as to what’s in GEMS. It shows 
you how to use it well. You can discover what GEMS offers. For 
example, has anyone thought of a research question?

• If not, Questions?
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