
 

Transition IEPs  
A Transition IEP must be in place by the student's 16th birthday. However, you can start 
a Transition IEP as early as you choose. Just keep in mind that once you start a 
Transition IEP, you cannot go back to a regular IEP. 

The student must be invited to the IEP meeting. Do this by going into AIM and inviting 
that student using the IEP meeting notice. However, I would really like to see that the 
student is attending that IEP meeting. 

The Transition IEP is a coordinated set of activities. What this means is from the time 
you ask the student what they want to do after they graduate from high school, to the 
time that the IEP is signed, it is a set of puzzle pieces that fit together to prepare that 
student for what they want to do after high school. 

Transition Services 
Student’s Desired Post-School Activities 

The student’s desired post-school activities are based on the student’s preferences and 
interests. They are dreams and aspirations held by the student and may not be the 
same as the desired goals or visions held by the educational professionals. The desired 
post-school activities are what the student wants to do after high school. This is where 
you document what that young adult wants to do. 

Do they want to be a doctor, a chef, a cop, an artist, a hairdresser, military person, or 
professional slacker? Do they want to live at home with their parents, with their friends, 



or independently? 
Parents can often 
sometimes give input, 
but it is not the 
parent's choice to 
decide what that 
student wants to do 
after high school.  

These wants and 
desires drive the IEP. 
So, this is what's 
going to tell us how 
we're going to 
provide those 

services for the student's IEP.  

This is not the place where we document the age-appropriate transition assessments 
that were given to the student. You could have found this information when giving the 
student age appropriate transition assessments, but we are not going to document the 
assessment here. 

Age-Appropriate Transition 
Assessments 

Age appropriate transition 
assessments need to be 
completed in the areas of 
training, education, 
employment, and if 
appropriate, for that student, 
independent living skills.  
Please keep in mind you 
need to do age appropriate 
transition assessments every 
year. You can do them 
formally or informally. Formal 
assessments are like the 
Montana Career Information 
System, the ASVAB, the 
ACT, the personal preference 
indicator and so on. Informal 
assessments can be an 

interview with the student. You just need to make sure that you document the name of 



the assessments and give the results of those assessments. I would also like to see the 
date that you gave those assessments. It is OK to give the same assessment to the 
student each year, but you must include the date and the results of that assessment. 

A very important thing about age appropriate transition assessments is it provides key 
information for educational and transition planning for that student. They are the building 
blocks for the IEP. These are also going to help you write the measurable, post-
secondary goals for that student. 

There are no set assessments suggested by the OPI. Districts are free to choose which 
assessments they want to give students.  
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