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Negotiated Rulemaking Committee for 
Accreditation Process Communication Plan 
Facilitator: 

• Kirsten Madsen, MT Department of Justice, Legal Services Bureau Assistant Attorney General 

Distribution Lists 
Negotiated Rulemaking Committee (Committee): 

• Norah Barney, Anaconda Public Schools, Principal 
• Craig Barringer, Libby K-12, Superintendent  
• Sandra Beal, Ronan Public Schools, Principal 
• Bob Connors, Glasgow K-12, Superintendent  
• Scott Dubbs, Lewistown Public Schools, Curriculum Director 
• Mark Halgren, Belgrade Public Schools, Curriculum Director  
• Annette Hart, Rapelje Public Schools, Superintendent 
• Matthew Lewis, Lewistown Public Schools, Principal 
• Erin Lipkind, Missoula County Superintendent 
• Kt Northington, Bainville K-12 Schools, Business Manager  
• David Pafford, Noxon Public Schools, School Board Trustee 
• Michele Paine, Kalispell Public Schools, Principal  
• Lynne Peterson, Laurel Public Schools, Principal 
• Stephen Schreibeis, Glendive Public Schools Superintendent 
• Karlona Sheppard, East Glacier Park Elementary, Superintendent  
• Ruth Uecker, Great Falls Public Schools, Assistant Superintendent 
• Dee Hensley-Maclean, Montana PTA Advocacy Chair  
• Jeremy MacDonald, Box Elder Public Schools, Superintendent 

 
State Agency Team: 

• Peter Donovan, Board of Public Education (BPE) Executive Director* 
• Siri Smillie, Policy Advisor on Education, Office of the Governor*  
• Jule Walker, Office of Public Instruction (OPI) Deputy Superintendent* 
• Kyle Moen, OPI Chief Legal Counsel* 
• Ashley McGrath, OPI State Assessment Director*  
• Linda Vrooman Peterson, OPI Accreditation and Educator Preparation Division Administrator* 
• Patty Muir, OPI Accreditation Program Director* 
• Nathan Miller, OPI Accreditation Data Specialist 
• Jack O’ Connor, OPI State Title I Director* 
• Bev Marlow, OPI Legal Division Paralegal 
• Kathi Tiefenthaler, OPI Title I School Support Unit Director  
• Frank Podobnik, OPI Special Education Division Administrator 
• Michelle Mitchell, OPI Director of American Indian Student Achievement 
• Donnie Wetzel, OPI American Indian Youth Development Coordinator 
• Colet Bartow, OPI Content Standards and Instruction Division Administrator 

* Indicates Agency Team Members also representing state agencies on the Committee



 
Communication Plan 

Stakeholders and Partners: 
• Montana Board of Public Education (BPE) 
• Certification Standards and Practices Advisory Council (CSPAC) 
• Montana Superintendent of Public Instruction 
• School Administrators of Montana (SAM) 
• Montana School Boards Association (MTSBA) 
• Montana Small Schools Alliance (MSSA) 
• Montana Quality Education Coalition (MQEC) 
• Montana Rural Education Association (MREA) 
• Montana Education Association and Montana Federation of Teachers (MEA-MFT) 
• Montana Association of School Business Officials (MASBO) 
• Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE) 
• Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education (MACIE) 
• Indian Education School Board Coaches 

OPI Bulk Email System: 
• Accreditation 
• Authorized Representatives 
• District Business Managers/Clerks 
• County Superintendents 
• District Superintendents 
• Elementary Principals 
• High School Principals 
• Middle School Principals 
• Special Education Directors 
• Tribal Departments of Education 
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