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Sub- Chapter 1
Pol i cy

10.68.101 EDUCATI ONAL MEDI A LI BRARY (1) The Board
affirmse a policy which wll provide nmedia materials that
develop critical thinking, objective evaluations, and
aesthetic appreciation suitable to the maturity |evel and
ability of students.

(2) For purposes of Board approval or disapproval of the
sel ection of educational media, the superintendent of public
instruction shall prepare, subject to board approval:

(a) Definition of scope and purpose of the library,

(b) Establishnment of selection criteria, and

(c) Procedures for acquisition, circulation, replacenent
and wi t hdrawal .

(3) The determnation of the educational effectiveness
of instructional materials is the responsibility of the |ocal
school districts as addressed in the board of public
education's admnistrative rule 10.55.404(5) ":each school
district shall have witten policies regarding the selection,
use and evaluation of materials and services and procedures

for handling challenged material. The selection and use of
specific itens of material, wth the advice of the staff, are
the responsibility of the local school board."” If an

interested person objects to a particular item of locally
assigned instructional material as offensive on grounds of
i ndi vi dual conscience, he/she should turn to the district
of ficials. Such objection should not be considered a
chall enge to the existence of the material in the educati onal
media library which serves the state of Mntana.

(4) If an interested person w shes to challenge the
exi stence of certain materials in the educational nedia
library, the follow ng procedures shall be foll owed:

(a) Such person shall be directed to the library nedia
speci al i st;

(b) The Ilibrary media specialist wll invite the
conplainant to conplete and return the "request form for re-
eval uation of resources;"

(c) The conpleted questionnaire will be submtted by the
l'ibrary nedia specialist to a review commttee consisting of
the library nedia specialist, specialists(s) representing the
subj ect area being challenged and the board representative.
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(d) The review commttee will exam ne the resources
referred to, check the general acceptance of the resources
t hrough reviews, weight values and faults of the material and
form an opi nion based on the resource as a whole, and neet to
di scuss the resource to review the conplainant's objections
and prepare a report for the board deci sion;

(e) The decision of the board will be forwarded to the
conpl ai nant, the state superintendent and nenbers of the
comm ttee. (Hi story: Sec. 20-2-121(8) MCA; | MP, Sec. 20-2-
121(8) MCA; NEW 1984 MAR p. 1474, Eff. 9/1/85.)
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