
 

MEETING PROJECT NAME: Education Advocates Meeting 

DATE OF MEETING: July 9, 2019 

TIME: 9:02 AM – 9:40 AM 

LOCATION: OPI – 1201 11th Avenue Conference Room 

ATTENDEES: 

PRESENT 

Pete Donovan, Executive Director, Board of Public Education (BOPE) 

Dennis Parman, Executive Director, Montana Rural Education Association (MREA) 

Laura Sankey Keip, Attorney, Legislative Services (via computer) 

OPI STAFF 

Elsie Arntzen, State Superintendent 

Julia Swingley, Chief Legal Counsel 

Susie Hedalen, Deputy Superintendent for Education Services 

Dylan Klapmeier, Director of Communications and Federal Regulations 

Tracy Moseman, Health Enhancement Manager 

Tara Dempsey, Project Manager 

NOTE: The July Education Advocates meeting was moved up by one week due to the public hearing held 
by the Department of Public Health and Human Services on Thursday, July 11, 2019. Although an 
updated meeting invitation was sent to the Education Advocates changing the meeting date, not 
everybody on the distribution list received the meeting notice and we apologize for that error. 

RECORD KEEPER 

Virginia Díaz, Administrative Clerk, Office of Public Instruction 



 

TOPIC & PRESENTER INFO 

ESSA Update, Susie Hedalen 

• The U.S. Department of Education has approved the OPI’s ESSA amended State plan (approval 
letter follows). 

• Updates are posted to the OPI’s web site on the ESSA page. 

TOPIC & PRESENTER INFO 

Adoption of New Rules I through IV, amendments and repeal to existing ARMs pertaining to 
healthy learning environments in Montana public schools, Tracy Moseman & Julia Swingley 

• DPHHS was initially scheduled to attend the Education Advocates meeting and present 
information regarding the ARM Proposal; after notice of the meeting was given, DPHHS declined 
to attend and present. 

• The OPI will request the Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) extend the 
comment period beyond the current close date of July 19, 2019 for the above-mentioned items, 
to allow time for clarification from DPHHS on enforcement & follow-up of new rules. 

• DPHHS Notice of ARM Proposal with Public Hearing healthy learning environments. 
• Education Advocates Meeting can be listened to at this link. 

http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/rules/37-873pro-arm.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txRxliNsOA4
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