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Successful Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs are the result of cooperative efforts by business, 
industry, labor and education. Advisory committees provide the organization and assistance needed for 
cooperative planning essential for effective CTE programming. The local advisory committee can provide 
assistance in the development, promotion, operation, evaluation and maintenance of CTE programs and should 
be used for these services. 

All state-approved CTE programs are required to make use of an occupational advisory committee. This 
committee may be comprehensive and include representatives from all CTE programs within the school. Larger 
schools may choose to form program advisory committees and should be composed primarily of representatives 
from business and industry knowledgeable in the specialized occupational area of the specific CTE program it 
will serve. These committees should provide the recommendations and input to the local CTE instructional 
sta,ff and administration. 

/} 
... erkins Law 
It is stated in our Perkins State Plan on page 28 under Section 2.6 Stakeholder Involvement: "The State of 
Montana is committed to maintaining a consultative and cooperative environment for the development, 
implementation and evaluation of quality career and technical education programs. . ... (Continued in the 
second paragraph) ... The Montana Standards and Guidelines for Vocational and Technical Education already 
require participation of multiple stakeholders through "vocational/technical education advisory 
councils/committees ... " 

These committees are considered a required use of local funds-that's why it's in our Perkins grant in the 
Required and Permissive Use section. Advisory council input is included to "develop and implement a process 
to evaluate program effectiveness and to initiate, improve, expand, and modernize quality program 
effectiveness. These are also discussed in the Perkins Law on page 137, b 6- 7. 

Although advisory committee recommendations will not always be adopted due to legal, financial, physical or 
priority limitations, all committee recommendations should be recorded and given due consideration. Advisory 
committees can be established to serve one educational agency or structured to serve programs in more than one 
agency, the entire region and the community colleges. Shared use of advisory committees provides the 
opportunity for coordinated delivery system planning and program articulation. Local conditions will dictate 
the most effective and efficient structure to establish. 

Advisory committees are not governing bodies and have no legal authority over the local school district. 

"It is the mission of the Office of Public Instruction to improve teaching and learning through communication, 
Collaboration, advocacy, and accountability to those we serve." 
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