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	Montana Digital Academy Courses to Students at In-State Children’s Psychiatric Hospitals and In-State Residential Treatment Programs


As of November 2018

Question:
Can students admitted to In-State Children’s Psychiatric Hospitals and In-State Residential Treatment Programs (CPHRTPs) enroll in a Montana Digital Academy (MTDA) course?

The CPHRTP cannot enroll students in MTDA courses. However, the student’s resident district, so long as it is a Montana public school district, may enroll a student part-time to facilitate the completion of a course the student is currently taking or to enroll a student in a future course.

The reason currently offered for why MTDA courses are not available is that when a child enters a CPHRTP the resident school district of the child shows the child has withdrawn from the school and the child is enrolled in the CPHRTP. The statute (20-7-1201, MCA) authorizing the MTDA states:

(2) The purposes of the Montana digital academy are to:
(a) make distance learning opportunities available to all school-age children through public school districts in the state of Montana…

CPHRTPs are private facilities that are authorized to provide an education program under 20-7-435, MCA, not public school districts, so the MTDA cannot provide its services through the CPHRTP. 

The OPI guidance on this issue is that it is acceptable for a child in a CPHRTP to maintain a partial enrollment in the child’s resident district for the purpose of enrolling in or maintaining enrollment in an MTDA course. Partial enrollment is an acceptable practice used in many situations such as alternate education programs and allowing home schooled children to enroll in MTDA courses. The partial enrollment will be for the time enrolled in the MTDA course or courses. 

Nothing in this guidance changes any rules set by the MTDA for admission to a course or completion of a course, nor does it challenge any rules set by the board of trustees of a school district regarding school enrollment or enrollment in MTDA courses. However, school districts with local rules that prevent children assigned to a CPHRTP from taking MTDA courses may want to determine a process for providing exceptions to that rule.

Specific enrollment instructions when providing MTDA access to children in CPHRTP’s are:

1. Continued enrollment when a student transfers to a CPHRTP:  
a. The student’s resident district ends the student’s Primary enrollment as of the last day of attendance.  
b. The resident district creates a new, Secondary enrollment in Infinite Campus (and/or the district’s student information system) as of the start date in the CPHRTP.  
c. The resident district does not contact the Digital Academy and cancel the student’s enrollment.  
d. If the student’s Secondary enrollment period includes a student count date, the hours for ANB are calculated as if the student were enrolled in the same course at the district (e.g., one 50-minute course, assuming a 180-day school year is calculated at 150 hours).  Hours calculated as 180 or more will generate partial ANB for the district (20-29-311, MCA).
e. The resident district counts the student as enrolled and present for purposes of calculating Average Daily Attendance and ESSA Chronic Absent.  

2. New enrollment – student begins taking a course at the CPHRTP: 
a. The student’s resident district creates a Secondary enrollment in Infinite Campus (and/or the district’s student information system) as of the start date of the MTDA course.  
b. The resident district enrolls the child in the MTDA course.
c. If the student’s Secondary enrollment period includes a student count date, the hours for ANB are calculated as if the student were enrolled in the same course at the district (e.g., one 50-minute course, assuming a 180-day school year is calculated at 150 hours).  Hours calculated as 180 or more will generate partial ANB for the district (20-29-311, MCA). 
d. The resident district counts the student as enrolled and present for purposes of calculating Average Daily Attendance and ESSA Chronic Absent.  
e. If the student returns to the resident district, the resident district ends the student’s Secondary enrollment as of the last day of attendance at the CPHRTP and creates a new, Primary enrollment at the district.  

3. Enrollment for a student identified as homeless or in foster care:
a. If a student is identified as homeless or in foster care prior to enrollment in the CPHRTP there may be special enrollment instructions.  
b. Students in a CPHRTP who have been identified as homeless or in foster care must be offered the same access to MTDA courses through partial enrollment as all other students enrolled in a public school.
c. The resident district (“school of origin” under the Mckinney-Vento Act) must identify the student as homeless if the student’s family continues to live in a qualifying situation as defined under the McKinney-Vento Act. Placement in a CPHRTP does not constitute “housing” under the law unless the student enters the foster care system.


Contact Nicole Thuotte, nthuotte@mt.gov, (406) 444-4524, or the AIM Help Desk, opiaimhelp@mt.gov, (877) 424-6681 for additional information on partial enrollment. 
Contact Heather Denny, hdenny@mt.gov, 406- 444-2036, for further guidance on enrolling students identified as homeless.
Contact Carrie Kouba, carrie.kouba@mt.gov, 406-444-0794, for further guidance on enrolling students identified as in foster care.


[image: https://employees.opi.mt.gov/info/Forms/OPI%20Logos/OPI_Banner_Logo_Color.png]
Montana Office of Public Instruction	November 2018	1


image1.png
\BLIC/,
&* 52

¢)\g\'i OFF’CG
K
by oW

S

%
W sTare S0PE




image2.png
*+Montana
Office of Public Instruction

opimtgov Elsie Arntzen, Superintendent




