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Quick Survey 

❖ Familiar with Montana Content Standards for Math 
and ELA? 

❖ Heard of Smarter Balanced Targets?

❖ Heard of Smarter Balanced Claims?



SBAC Definitions

Claims: are a broad statements that will outline the outcomes 
achieved with mastery of the standards within it.

Targets: Targets further clarify the knowledge and specific skills 
that cross over a cluster of standards.

Montana Content Standards: What students should know and 
be able to do.



SBAC Definitions



Overarching Claims 

Overall Claim for Grades 3-8: 
Students can demonstrate progress 
towards college and career readiness 
in mathematics and English language 
arts and literacy. 



Claims
MATH 
Claim #1— Concepts & Procedures 
Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts and interpret and carry out 
mathematical procedures with precision and fluency.

Claim #2— Problem Solving 
Students can solve a range of complex well-posed problems in pure and applied mathematics, 
making productive use of knowledge and problem solving strategies.

Claim #3— Communicating Reasoning 
Students can clearly and precisely construct viable arguments to support their own reasoning 
and to critique the reasoning of others.

Claim #4— Modeling and Data Analysis
Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and can construct and use mathematical 
models to interpret and solve problems.



ELA
Claim #1 – Reading 
Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a range of increasingly complex 
literary and informational texts.

Claim #2 – Writing 
Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a range of purposes and 
audiences.

Claim #3 – Speaking and Listening
Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills for a range of purposes and 
audiences.

Claim #4 – Research/Inquiry
Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate topics, and to analyze, integrate, 
and present information.

Claims



Math: Claims + Targets + 
Standards
Claim 1:Concepts & Procedure
Grade Level Cluster headings
Targets different at each grade level  

Claims 2- 4: Problem Solving, Communicating 
Reasoning, Modeling and Data Analysis 
Assess the 8 Mathematical Practices
Targets are similar at each grade level 



Target
s for 

Claims 
2-4 



Math: Claims + Targets + 
Standards

Claim Target Standard

1: Concepts and 
Procedures: 
Students can explain 
and apply 
mathematical 
concepts and carry 
out mathematical 
procedures with 
precision and 
fluency.

A: Represent and solve 
problems involving 
multiplication and 
division.

3.OA.1 Interpret products of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 5 × 7 as the 
total number of objects in 5 groups of 7 objects each. For example, 
describe a context in which a total number of objects can be 
expressed as 5 × 7. EQ 
3.OA.2 Interpret whole‐number quotients of whole numbers, e.g., 
interpret 56 ÷ 8 as the number of objects in each share when 56 
objects are partitioned equally into 8 shares, or as a number of shares 
when 56 objects are partitioned into equal shares of 8 objects each. 
For example, describe a context in which a number of shares or a 
number of groups can be expressed as 56 ÷ 8. 
3.OA.3 Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word 
problems in situations involving equal groups, arrays, and 
measurement quantities, e.g., by using drawings and equations with a 
symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem. 
3.OA.4 Determine the unknown whole number in a multiplication or 
division equation relating three whole numbers. For example, 
determine the unknown number that makes the equation true in each 
of the equations 8 × ? = 48, 5 = ___ ÷ 3, 6 × 6 = ?.



ELA: Claims + Targets + Standards
Claim Target Standard

Claim 1: Students 
can read closely and 
analytically to 
comprehend a range 
of increasingly 
complex literary and 
informational text.

13: Text Structures and 
Features: Relate 
knowledge of text 
structures or 
genre‐specific features 
to analyze or integrate 
information.

6.RI.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 
section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas. 
6.RH.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, causally). 
6.RST.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to an 
understanding of the topic. 
6.RI.7 Integrate information presented in different media or 
formats(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a topic or issue.





Online 
Reporting
System 



Claims/Target ELA Sort 

Directions: Split up the Target Cards 
around the table. Go around the table and 
one by one read the target card and 
discuss which claim it should be placed 
under. 



ELA: Claims + Targets 
Claim 1: Reading Claim 2: Writing

Write Brief Texts
Revise Brief Texts
Compose Full 
Texts
Language & 
Vocabulary Use 
Edit 

Grades 3-5:
Narrative
Opinion
Informational 
General 

Grades 6-8:
Narrative
Argument
Explanatory 
General 

Claim 3: Speaking and Listening 
Target: Listen and Interpret

Claim 4: Research/Inquiry 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n54paBqGLKN5-2BCZhyjo48AF-xyldLC83D358Q4_EI/edit


Math Item Discovery- Grade 4

TARGET DESCRIPTION: Interpret results in 
the context of a situation.



Math Item Discovery

TARGET DESCRIPTION: State logical assumptions 
being used.



TARGET DESCRIPTION: Identify important quantities in a 
practical situation and map their relationships (e.g., using 
diagrams, two-way tables, graphs, flowcharts, or formulas).



Math Item Discovery

TARGET DESCRIPTION: Extend understanding of 
fractions equivalence and ordering.



http://bit.ly/ClaimsTargetsStandards



Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 

Level 1: Recall and Reproduce
Level 2: Basic Skills and Concepts
Level 3: Strategic Thinking and Reasoning 
Level 4: Extended Thinking 



Claims +Targets + Standards 
Documents

www.Contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org

Work Time
Take time to explore the content explorer and/or the Claims/Targets/Standards 
documents.
● How can this help inform your instruction? 

http://bit.ly/ClaimsTargetsStandards

https://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org/


Wrap Up

● What was the most useful component you found 
from the content explorer website?

● How do you see using claims and targets in your 
instructional planning?



Thank you

OPI Helpdesk
Phone: 1.844.867.2569       
Email: OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

Professional Development Questions:

Duane Schlabach | Assessment Specialist | Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov

Marisa Graybill | Mathematics Instructional Coordinator | Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov

mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:marisa.franklin@mt.gov
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