
 

Positive School Climates 

 Supporting Success and Wellness for Students and Educators 

Benefits of Developing a Positive School Climate:  

Increase in student academic performance 
& graduation: Research shows a positive 
school climate improves a student’s ability to 
learn.1 Schools with positive school climates  
observe increases in student math and reading 
scores and higher graduation rates.1 

Increase in student & educator emotional 
wellbeing: School connectedness and feelings 
of safety and belonging at school are two of the 
most influential factors associated with student 
emotional wellbeing.2 Likewise, positive relation-
ships with other educators and a supportive 
work environment protects against educator 
stress and burnout.3   

Increase in student ability to overcome    
challenges: Students who feel supported and 
cared about in school report fewer behavioral 
health concerns, such as feelings of hopeless-
ness, especially during times of challenge or adversity.4  

Safer schools with fewer discipline referrals: According to the U.S. Secret Service and U.S. Department 
of Education, creating a safe and connected school climate is the best way to prevent acts of violence from occurring 
in school.5 A positive school climate is protective against bullying and other undesirable student behaviors resulting 
in fewer discipline referrals and better classroom management.6    

The Office of Public Instruction has many resources to assist schools in creating a positive school climate. Please visit our website 
for more information or reach out to Michele Henson, School Safety Program Manager (michele.henson@mt.gov).      

Measuring and Monitoring School Climate: 
Measuring school climate provides school ad-
ministrators and staff with a better picture of 
the school experience of students, families, and 
school staff. Information gathered through a 
school climate survey can help identify needs 
and inform strategies towards creating or main-
taining a positive school climate. The U.S. De-
partment of Education offers a free school cli-
mate survey that can be administered to stu-
dents, parents and caregivers, and school staff.     

Please visit the National Center on Safe and 
Supportive Learning Environments to learn 
more about the benefits and strategies for de-
veloping a positive school climate.  

Components of a Positive School Climate: 

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/school-climate-improvement
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/school-climate-improvement
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4615665/
https://shareok.org/handle/11244/329951
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/p0331-youth-mental-health-covid-19.html
https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/threatassessmentguide.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1045988X.2020.1722940?journalCode=vpsf20
https://opi.mt.gov/
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/edscls/administration
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/edscls/administration
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/topic-research/school-climate-measurement
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/topic-research/school-climate-measurement

